


Reefton Air Quality Reminder on Possum Control Warning Signs

Contractors put up signs where they have laid poison then take 
them down when the operation has been completed. The time 
they are up depends on the type of poison and the way it is laid 
(ground or aerial).

Agrichemical Collection a Success

Civil Defence & Emergency Management Training

Regional Council staff & a local Fire Service member working 
together at the Civil Defence training day on May 29th 2007.

In Reefton, the West Coast Regional Council has been 
measuring the concentration of smoke particulates less than 
10 microns in size (PM10) using a Beta Attenuation Monitor 
(BAM). The National Air Quality Standards require that the 
average concentration measured during a day should not be 
above 50 μg/m3 more than once every year. 

The standard was exceeded in Reefton on 21 days this winter, 
and on 16 days in 2006. The highest daily concentration 
measured was 134 μg/m3 which is considerably higher than 
the maximum of 85.5 μg/m3 measured last winter.
 
Over 90% of the PM10 in Reefton originates from the 
burning of wood and coal for heating. As a response to 
the exceedences the WCRC will distribute a brochure with 
information about PM10. The brochure suggests ways to 
reduce emissions by applying better burning practices and 
the use of home insulation.

Graphs and other information regarding Reefton air 
quality monitoring can be viewed at the following link on 
Council’s website:http://www.wcrc.govt.nz/state_of_the_
environment/airquality/current.htm

Cobden Lagoon Project

A view of the newly widened Cobden ‘cut’
taken from the beach and looking back

toward the lagoon. If necessary, the beach can
be excavated to allow for floodwaters to drain away.

The Council has installed a new flood warning site at the 
Cobden Lagoon. The site has a water level sensor and 
raingauge. The information from the site is sent back to the 
Council via cellular communication. The site uses a new 
logging and communication system, which is the first of 
its kind to be used in the Regional Council’s flood warning 
system. 

During intense local rain events, and Grey River flood events, 
the Cobden Lagoon often fills rapidly which can cause 
flooding in the Range Creek area. The Council maintains 
a ‘cut to the sea allowing water to drain out of the lagoon 
during floods, when the floodgates are closed due to high 
river levels. 

As the lagoon 
reaches critical 
levels, alarms will 
be sent back to 
Council’s flood 
warning staff. The 
flood alarms will 
then allow Council 
staff to assess the 
lagoon and instigate 
excavation of the 
“cut” to reduce flood 
pressure on Range 
Creek. 

TrustPower Resource Consent Applications

The hearing for the proposed Arnold Valley hydroelectricity 
power generation scheme is scheduled to commence in 
Greymouth on November 5th 2007.  

Trustpower is expected to take the first week of the hearing 
to present its application.  This will be a joint hearing with the 
Grey District Council and the Regional Council having jointly 
appointed a Hearing Committee comprised of John Clayton 
(Chairman), Michael Bowden and Brent Cowie.  

Council would like to remind the public to take care around 
possum control warning signs.

Whenever possum control is undertaken using toxins, warning 
signs are erected at all access points to the operational area 
to advise the public of the risks. Many of the signs are put up 
by contractors to the Council. 

“Each toxin carries different risks,” says the Council’s Vector 
Programme Manager, Andrew Macalister. “Cyanide is a 
particular risk for children, whereas 1080 is a particular risk 
for dog-owners, as dogs are very susceptible to possum 
carcasses for at least four months after an operation. 
Brodifacuom and cholecalciferol also carry risks.”

“Sometimes people can start to relax a month or so after an 
operation when, in fact, there 
may still be a high risk in the 
area.”  He says each sign 
will identify the appropriate 
risks and caution period, 
and these should be paid 
attention to. 

Signs are also sometimes 
removed or vandalised. 
“This is illegal, and subject 
to penalties under the 
Hazardous Substances 
and New Organisms Act,” 
says Mr Macalister. “But, 
more importantly than that, 
it puts other people at risk. 
We would ask the public to 
report any theft or vandalism 
of warning signs to the 
Council immediately.”

Marsden TB Possum Study
Vector Control Services recently conducted research work 
in the Marsden area for Landcare Research to find out how 
Bovine TB is being transmitted between possums. Radio 
collars were attached to both healthy and infected possums 
at five different sites in the Cockeye Valley, near Marsden.  
When the possums, with their collars on, come close to 
each other, the interaction is recorded and this data can 
be later downloaded.  VCS staff radio tracked the possums 
periodically and would also recover any possums that had 
died. 

Interim results from 
the study seem to 
indicate that grossly 
infected possums 
are surviving for 
longer periods than 
was first thought, 
and this means they 
may be continuing to 
be a source for the 
disease. 

The field trial work 
is now over and all 
of the collars have 
been recovered, 
but analysing the 
information collected 
has only just begun.  
The data needs to 
be downloaded, 
interpreted and the 
field notes compared 
to other information 
gathered.  VCS staff member Robin Thomas with 

possum tracking device.

Natural disasters and emergencies can happen at any time as 
recent events in Taranaki and Northland have shown.  One of 
this Council’s responsibilities is to provide for the co-ordination 
and management during major events such as flooding or 
earthquake that span more than one District. 

The Regional Council, along with the three district councils, 
have this year participated in two training sessions for all 
staff to become better prepared to respond to emergencies 
and assist with the response and recovery of affected 
communities.

The Councils will also be involved in Exercise Pandora 
in September this year. The 24 hour exercise, based on 
a major Alpine Fault Earthquake, will see all South Island 
Civil Defence Emergency Management Groups activate 
their emergency operation centres. On the West Coast, 
emergency services, lifeline utilities, health, and welfare 
agencies will also participate to support the four Councils. 
This will be an opportunity to test current Civil Defence plans 
and processes for emergency response and identify areas 
for future improvement. 

The community is encouraged to do their bit as well. The “Get 
Ready Get Thru” campaign on television, and recent Coast-
wide mail-outs of the household checklist, assist with getting 
prepared. The West Coast can expect to be isolated for some 
days following a major Alpine Fault Earthquake, therefore 
you need to ensure that you have at least three days supply 
of food and water along with other basic supplies. 

For more information on how to put together your Emergency 
Kit check out: www.getthru.co.nz

The organised collection from farm sheds of old and unwanted 
pesticides, sprays and timber treatment applications 
(collectively known as agrichemicals), has been proceeding 
steadily around New Zealand over the last 10 years.  

Nearly 7 tonnes (6851 kilograms) of old agrichemicals 
were picked up from West Coast properties over recent 
weeks.    The pickups were organized by the West Coast 
Waste Working Group (a joint initiative of all four West Coast 
Councils) and paid for by the Ministry for the Environment.

The Regional Council provided the administration for the 
work and Grey District Council provided a place at McLeans 
Pit landfill where the collected agrichemicals could be stored 
until they were safely packed for transport off the West 
Coast.  

This year’s round of agrichemical pickups was the third one 
organised for the West Coast.  The first exercise in 2000 
involved 3 pickup points and netted about 1.4 tonnes.  Much 
of this was waste oil, which is recyclable rather than being 
hazardous. Only a small proportion was agrichemicals. 

The second attempt in 2004 involved 18 pickup points 
between Karamea and Franz Josef and this time about 
1.2 tonnes was collected. Once again the quantity of 
agrichemicals was low.

This year, instead of advertising set pickup sites, rural 
property owners were targeted directly via farm service 
providers, the Westland Milk Products monthly newsletters 
and radio advertising asking them to register with the 
Regional Council by a set date.   Those that registered were 
then visited individually by contractor John Larcombe.

John Larcombe unloading DDT fertilizer at the
container store at McLeans Pit landfill, August 2007.

Stockton Water Management Update 
Over the past year water management practices at 
Stockton’s open cast coal mine have come under increasing 
scrutiny. Solid Energy has invested significant resources into 
improving its water management over recent months.

A number of goals have been set in regard to water quality in 
the Ngakawau River. These goals are centred on encouraging 
whitebait migration up the lower Ngakawau River and should 
be achieved by 2010.  

In October of 2006 Solid Energy was granted a resource 
consent to discharge ultra-fine limestone into the Mangatini 
Stream. The end result of this operation will be an increase 
in the pH levels in the Ngakawau River which will prove 
to be beneficial for whitebait migration. Sample results 
from the lower Ngakawau River already show significant 
improvements in the pH levels. 

Solid Energy is also in the process of installing a water 
treatment plant in order to treat black (coal laden) and brown 
(sediment laden) water in the Mangatini Stream catchment.  
This water treatment plant consists of two large lamella 
thickeners (these machines help settle out sediment in dirty 
water). Each lamella is capable of treating 200 litres of water 
per second. The first lamella is scheduled to be operational 
in mid August, to be followed shortly after by the second. It is 
anticipated that there will be an improvement in water clarity 
in the Mangatini Stream, and subsequently the Ngakawau 
River, as a result of this water treatment plant. 

Solid Energy staff top up the lime dosing plant by the haul 
road above the Mangatini River.  The finely ground lime is 
added to the river water to neutralise acid water which drains 
from the opencast mine workings


