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The submission of the West Coast Tai Poutini Conservation Board on the West Coast
Regional Council’s Proposed Regional Land and Water Plan.

1. The West Coast Tai Poutini Conservation Board is a statutory body appointed by the
Minister of Conscrvation. '

2. It has the power under Section 6N 2(a) under the Conservation Act 1987 to ‘advocate
its interests at any public forum or in any statutory planning process’.

General Comments ;
The Board supports the amalgamation of the three plans into one which should reduce

confusion and should provide clarity.

The Board is concerned that the council appears to have taken the opportunity to remove a
Jarge number of sections from the three plans, cither for simplicity or expediency, or for
whatever reason, with the result that the task of evaluating the significance of these deletions
and any new substitutions is a complex one. 3

Consequently it is extremely difficult for 'the average ratepayer' to identify what changes,
mainly deletions, have in fact occurred, thercby weakening the ability of the public to
comment meaningfully. !

There are more than 300 significant alterations to be evaluated in the proposed merging of the
three plans. '
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The Board therefore submits that it generally opposes the deletions of policies, methods and
rules which have not been directly replaced. The Board will make specific reference to some
policics, methods and rules below. At any reclated hearing, the board may wish to make
comment on any other deletions which become apparent at or before the hearing.

Remedy sought _
In general, the Board recommends the retention of all policies and rules from the existing

three plans, except where these may have become redundant or superfluous.

Specific Comments

Due to the constraints of time and the number of changes to be evaluated, the Board has
limited its specific comments to two matters

1. Matters relating to discharges to land

2. Matters relating to requirements of the Resource Management Act.

1. Discharges to Land

The Board is concerned about the deletion of a number of policies and associated methods
eg policies in the ‘old’ Discharges to I.and Plan
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The Board considers that these deletions weaken the document or provide less guidance to the
public. Reference to RMA provisions for enforcement should be retained for the avoidance
of doubt that this is an option to council, albeit one of last rcsﬁm.

The Board considers that the Council should be stating its support for waste minimisation
programmes, and that this should be positively stated rather than assumed.
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The Board considers that the policy (6.4.2) requiring monitoring of disposal systems of liquid
contaminants should be retained, and also policy 6.4.4 concerning sewage from mobile
sources. Stating these policies specifically highlights their importance in the West Coast
context.

Remedy sought

All the above policies referred to above should be retained.

The Proposed Regional Land and Water Plan

New Policy 21 and explanation

This policy and its cxplanation encouraging the use of n,ncwable energy' does not take any
negative effects into consideration and talks only of the benefits. Under the RMA, avoidance
is one of threc options requiring consideration, not merely remedying or mitigating the
effects.

Remedy sought

The policy should be rewritten to reflect the costs as well as the benefits of 'renewable' energy
(however 'renewable' is defined).

The Board is concerned about Rule 9 and Rule 10 in the proposed Regional Land and
Water Plan. The Board considers that these rules relating to riparian margins arc too weak
and should be requiring much more stringent rules near waterways for both the protection
against erosion, and also the improvement of environmental values in the waterways.

Remedy sought

These rules should be more stringent, specifying for examp]e more native revegetation,
fencing at a minimum of five metres away from the waterway, and shading of the watcrway,
all of which would produce beneficial outcomes.

2. Requirements of the Resource Management Act

For the most part this part of the Board’s submissions relates to the Council’s responsibility
to follow the requirements of the Resource Management Act Scction 6—Matters of National
Importance.

The Board notes that chapters 2 in the unmerged plans have been deleted.

These chapters highlighted the significancc of the RMA (largely Sections 5 and 6) as the
legislative foundation for the plans. Their removal, without an equivalent chapter being
created in the merged plan represents a de-emphasis on the Act which results in deficiencies
in the plan.

The Board for its part picks up the issue of altering the prominence of the RMA and it
proposes greater prominence for the Act, and where appropriate, suggests remedies to achieve
this. |

The numerical references below relate to the merged plan numbering of sections.

1.3 Relationship to other resource management documents.

(The Board sees this as outlining the significance accorded to/the RMA in the proposed plan).
In the Board’s view, the Act is more significant than an ‘other resource management
document’.
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