The shoreline of the West Coast region does not

stay in one place. It changes position in response
to storms, large waves and high tides. Landward
movement of the shoreline, or coastal erosion, is
usually in response to these natural processes. Such
changes are typically only a problem when property,
infrastructure or other human assets have been built
too close to the shoreline and become threatened.

Thinking of buying
a home on the coast?

If you are thinking about buying a house on the coast you can reduce the risk of purchasing
a property that may be affected by coastal erosion or flooding by:

¢ Getting a Land Information Memorandum (LIM) report from the District Council.

+ Finding out about the history of the area. Ask local people who have lived in the
area for a long time about how the shoreline has changed and how much erosion has
happened in the past.

¢ Tracking down old photographs (the Regional or District Council or the Department of
Conservation may have old aerial photographs) to see how the shoreline has changed.

+ Checking out your potential purchase during a storm or when the tide is running high.

¢ Thinking about how the location of the shoreline may change over the next few
decades, based on past changes and possible future accelerated change due to sea-
level rise.

¢ Assessing whether there is room to relocate the buildings on your property further
landward on your section if erosion threatens it, and check the council’s consent
requirements for relocating.

+ Being aware that building seawalls to protect your property is rarely an effective
long-term solution. It may be difficult to gain resource consent to build a new
seawall because seawalls can worsen the erosion effects on your neighbours.

+ Being aware a resource consent is needed from the Regional Council for any
earthworks within 50 m of the Coastal Marine Area on an open coastline, or 20
m elsewhere (i.e., the sides of a river mouth). Removing soil or other material
too close to the coastal strip can accelerate the erosion process. It is also a good
idea to retain any existing vegetation as that can assist with slowing an eroding
shoreline.
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