
The shoreline of the West Coast region does not 
stay in one place. It changes positi on in response 
to storms, large waves and high ti des. Landward 
movement of the shoreline, or coastal erosion, is 
usually in response to these natural processes. Such 
changes are typically only a problem when property, 
infrastructure or other human assets have been built 
too close to the shoreline and become threatened.

Thinking of buying                
      a home on the coast?

If you are thinking about buying a house on the coast you can reduce the risk of purchasing
a property that may be aff ected by coastal erosion or fl ooding by: 

 Getti  ng a Land Informati on Memorandum (LIM) report from the District Council.

 Finding out about the history of the area. Ask local people who have lived in the 
area for a long ti me about how the shoreline has changed and how much erosion has 
happened in the past.

 Tracking down old photographs (the Regional or District Council or the Department of 
Conservati on may have old aerial photographs) to see how the shoreline has changed.

 Checking out your potenti al purchase during a storm or when the ti de is running high.

 Thinking about how the locati on of the shoreline may change over the next few 
decades, based on past changes and possible future accelerated change due to sea-
level rise. 

 Assessing whether there is room to relocate  the buildings on  your property further 
landward on your secti on if erosion threatens it, and check the council’s consent 
requirements for relocati ng.

 Being aware that building seawalls to protect your property is rarely an eff ecti ve 
long-term soluti on.  It may be diffi  cult to gain resource consent to build a new 
seawall because seawalls can worsen the erosion eff ects on your neighbours.

 Being aware a resource consent is needed from the Regional Council for any 
earthworks within 50 m of the Coastal Marine Area on an open coastline, or 20 
m elsewhere (i.e., the sides of a river mouth). Removing soil or other material 
too close to the coastal strip can accelerate the erosion process. It is also a good 
idea to retain any existi ng vegetati on as that can assist with slowing an eroding 
shoreline.

Locati ons on
the West Coast 
where erosion
is a problem 
include:

Karamea 
Mokihinui
Hector
Ngakawau
Granity
Carters Beach
Charleston
Barrytown
Punakaiki

Rapahoe
Cobden
Karoro
Okarito
Bruce Bay
Hunts Beach 
Hannahs Clearing
Neils Beach
Jackson Bay

This brochure has been produced by NIWA for West Coast Regional Council with support from 
the Foundati on for Research, Science and Technology Envirolink Fund.

For more informati on contact:
West Coast Regional Council, PO Box 66, 388 Main South Road, Greymouth

Phone: 03 768 0466, Toll Free: 0508 800 118, Fax: 03 768 7133 and Email: info@wcrc.govt.nz




