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Decision No 1:  

West Coast Regional Council: Land Use Consents: Disturbance to 
the river bed and structures in the bed of rivers and streams 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Thirty-five (35) years. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To disturb, excavate and extract gravel from the beds of rivers and 

streams in order to construct, use, maintain and repair infrastructure; to construct use and 

maintain structures in, on or over the beds of rivers and streams, for the purpose of constructing 

a hydroelectric power scheme, in general accordance with the locations identified and described 

in Table A, and in general accordance with the relevant conditions in Schedule A as set out 

below. 

Table A 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/1 To disturb the bed of the Mokihinui River and tributaries to excavate, 
prepare and construct dam foundations, to erect, use, maintain and 
repair a roller compacted concrete dam, diversion channel, spillway and 
plunge pool, tailrace, penstock, haul roads and temporary bridges, two 
cofferdams, and associated infrastructure, including log handling 
facilities.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

 

RC07150/7 To disturb the bed of the Mokihinui River and tributaries to establish, 
use, maintain and repair the lake, including creation of water-borne 
access.  

Located approximately between grid references NZTM1519207E, 
5399289N and 1529778E, 5400332N.  

 

RC07150/11 To disturb the beds of ephemeral, named or unnamed tributaries of 
rivers [as listed in Schedule B of the application and AEE pp38-39] to 
erect, use, maintain and repair culverts, fords and bridges to construct 
and maintain transmission poles, lines and substation access tracks, 
and to construct the substation. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1503509E, 5377501N. 



�

Mokihinui Hydro Decision 31 March 2010 

4

 

 

RC07150/24 To disturb the bed of the lake to erect, use and maintain a boat 
launching ramp and jetty facilities, and a log boom. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519397E, 5399074N.  

 

RC07150/25 To disturb the beds of ephemeral, named or unnamed tributaries of the 
Mokihinui River to erect, use, maintain and repair culverts, fords and 
bridges and construct and maintain an access track on the true left 
bank of the Mokihinui River.  

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519112E, 
5399044N and 1529173E, 5400242N. 

 

RC07150/26 To disturb the beds of Waterfall Creek, Page Stream, Coal Creek, 
Burke Creek and other ephemeral or unnamed tributaries of the 
Mokihinui River; to erect, use, maintain and repair culverts, fords and 
bridges to upgrade the existing Mokihinui-Seddonville Road from the 
intersection with Stage Highway 67 to the construction site. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1513725E, 
5401869N and 1519177E, 5399184N. 

 

 

5. Land use consents RC07150/1, RC07150/7, RC07150/11 and RC07150/24-26 are subject to the 

following conditions, which are set out in detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 13 

 Conditions 20 – 27 

 Conditions 36 - 39 

 Conditions 42 – 66 

 Conditions 72 – 89 

 Conditions 97 – 99 

 Conditions 118 – 125 

 Conditions 128 – 136 

 Conditions 141 – 146 

 Conditions 169 – 171 

 Conditions 173 – 178 

 Conditions 181 – 193 

 Conditions 201 – 205 

 



�

Mokihinui Hydro Decision 31 March 2010 

5

Decision No 2:  
West Coast Regional Council: Land Use Consents: Earthworks 
and vegetation clearance 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Unlimited. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To undertake earthworks and vegetation clearance for the purpose of 

constructing, operating and maintaining a hydroelectric power scheme, in general accordance 

with the locations identified and described in Table B, and in general accordance with the 

relevant conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table B 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/14 Earthworks and vegetation clearance to construct and maintain a roller 
compacted concrete dam (including foundations), diversion channel, 
penstocks, powerhouse, substation, tailrace, staging area (including 
aggregate extraction pit, stockpiling area, production plant, buildings, 
settling ponds, diesel generators, water tanks), rock quarries, haul 
roads, permanent access roads, parking areas, log handling facilities, 
tracks, transformers, communication system and associated 
infrastructure on land adjacent to the Mokihinui River and its tributaries.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

RC07150/15 Earthworks and vegetation clearance to construct and maintain an 
access track on the true left bank of the Mokihinui River. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 15199112E, 
5399044N and 1529173E, 5400242N.  

 

RC07150/16 Earthworks and vegetation clearance to upgrade the existing Mokihinui-
Seddonville Road and bridges from the intersection with State Highway 
67 to the construction site, and to construct, use and maintain 33kV 
power poles and lines. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1513725E, 
5401869N and 1519177E, 5399184N.  
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RC07150/17 Earthworks and vegetation clearance to construct, use and maintain 
transmission poles, lines, substations and access tracks. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1503509E, 5377501N. 

 

RC07150/18 Earthworks and vegetation clearance to construct boat launching ramp 
and jetty facilities, adjacent to the lake. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519397E, 5399074N. 

 

RC07150/19 Earthworks and vegetation clearance to establish, maintain and repair 
the lake, including but not limited to slope stabilisation structures.  

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1529778E, 5400332N.  

 

 

5. Land use consents RC07150/14 - 19 are subject to the following conditions, which are set out 

in detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 13 

 Conditions 36 – 37 

 Conditions 42 – 66 

 Conditions 75 – 84 

 Condition 86 

 Conditions 97 – 99 

 Conditions 124 – 125 

 Conditions 128 – 135 

 Conditions 141 - 143 
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Decision No 3:  

West Coast Regional Council: Discharge Permits: Construction 
discharges to land and water 

1. Date of commencement: The date of first exercise of any of the consents (RC07150/20, 21 or 

22). 

2. Term of consents: Ten (10) years from the date of commencement. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To discharge water and contaminants including stormwater and sediment 

to rivers and streams for the purpose of constructing a hydroelectric power scheme, in general 

accordance with the locations identified and described in Table C, and in general accordance 

with the relevant conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table C 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/20 To discharge stormwater and cofferdam sealing material (silt or 
bentonite (clay) slurry) to water associated with all construction 
activities. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519197E, 5399149N. 

RC07150/21 To discharge stormwater and cofferdam sealing material (silt or 
bentonite (clay) slurry) to land (in circumstances which may result in the 
stormwater entering water) associated with all construction activities.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519197E, 5399149N. 

 

RC07150/22 To discharge plant process water, site drainage water and 
contaminants into the Mokihinui River via a treatment system.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1518977E, 5399294N. 

 

 

5. Discharge permits RC07150/20 - 22 are subject to the following conditions, which are set out 

in detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 11 

 Conditions 36 – 37 

 Conditions 45 – 66 

 Condition 79 
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 Conditions 85 – 89 

 Conditions 124 - 125 

 Conditions 128 – 135 

 Conditions 141 - 143 
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Decision No 4:  

West Coast Regional Council: Discharge Permits: Operational 
discharges to water 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Thirty-five (35) years. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To discharge water and contaminants to the Mokihinui River for the 

purpose of operating and maintaining a hydroelectric power scheme, in general accordance 

with the locations identified and described in Table D, and in general accordance with the 

relevant conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table D 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/4 To discharge water used for hydro generation and contaminants to the 
Mokihinui River, via a tail race or via the minimum flow bypass pipes. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

RC07150/5 To discharge water from the lake into the Mokihinui River via a spillway, 
and water and groundwater from the dam contraction joint drains and 
under-drains into the Mokihinui River.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

 

5. Discharge permits RC07150/4 - 5 are subject to the following conditions, which are set out in 

detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 8 

 Conditions 144 - 163 

 Conditions 169 – 177 

 Conditions 180 – 193 

 Conditions 201 – 202 

 Conditions 204 - 205 
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Decision No 5:  

West Coast Regional Council: Discharge Permit: Drainage water 
discharges during operation 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Thirty-five (35) years. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for this consent 

shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To discharge water and contaminants including stormwater and sediment 

to rivers and streams for the purpose of operating and maintaining a hydroelectric power 

scheme, in general accordance with the locations identified and described in Table E, and in 

general accordance with the relevant conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table E 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/6 To discharge site drainage water and contaminants into the Mokihinui 
River via a treatment system following completion of construction 
activities.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1518977E, 5399294N. 

 

 

5. Discharge permit RC07150/6 is subject to the following conditions, which are set out in detail 

in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 8 

 Conditions 181 - 182 

 Condition 201 

 Conditions 203 – 205 
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Decision No 6:  

West Coast Regional Council: Discharge Permit: Wastewater 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Thirty-five (35) years. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for this consent 

shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To discharge treated wastewater to land for the purpose of operating and 

maintaining a hydroelectric power scheme, in general accordance with the locations identified 

and described in Table F, and in general accordance with the relevant conditions in Schedule A 

as set out below. 

Table F 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/13 To discharge treated sewage (blackwater and greywater) into land from 
facilities located at the staging area and substation.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1518557E, 5399020N.   

 

 

5. Discharge permit RC07150/13 is subject to the following conditions, which are set out in detail 

in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 8 

 Conditions 10 - 11 

 Conditions 36 - 37 

 Conditions 46 – 52 

 Condition 79 

 Conditions 90 – 94 

 Conditions 124 - 125 

 Conditions 128 – 129 

 Condition 135 

 Conditions 141 – 143 

 Conditions 146 – 147 

 Conditions 164 – 168 
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 Conditions 181 – 182 

 Condition 201 

 Conditions 203 – 205 
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Decision No 7:  

West Coast Regional Council: Water Permits 

1. Date of commencement: Consents RC07150/2, RC07150/3, RC07150/8, and RC07150/12: 

date of the first exercise of any of these consents.  

 Consents RC07150/9, and RC07150/10: date of the first exercise of either of these consents 

2. Terms of consents: Consents RC07150/2, RC07150/3, RC07150/8, and RC07150/12: Thirty-

five (35) years from the date of the first exercise of any of these consents. 

 Consents RC07150/9, and RC07150/10: Ten (10) years from the date of the first exercise of 

either of these consents. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To take, use, dam and divert water for the purpose of constructing, 

operating and maintaining a hydroelectric power scheme, in general accordance with the 

locations identified and described in Table G, and in general accordance with the relevant 

conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table G 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/2 To take and use water from the Mokihinui River via penstock pipelines 
for hydro generation purposes. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N 

 

RC07150/3 To take and use water from the Mokihinui River to supply potable water 
and water for construction and ongoing operation of the Dam and 
associated facilities. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

RC07150/8 To dam the Mokihinui River to create a lake.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N 

 

RC07150/9 To take, use, dam and divert water from the Mokihinui River and 
groundwater to construct and operate a roller compacted concrete dam 
(including under-drains), cofferdams, diversion channel and staging 
area and associated infrastructure. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N 
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RC07150/10 To take, use and divert tributaries of the Mokihinui River to provide for 
construction site drainage, road and track construction, use and 
maintenance.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N 

 

RC07150/12 To divert an unnamed stream to provide for construction and operation 
of the Cedar Creek Substation.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1503509E, 5377501N 

 

 

5. Water permits RC07150/2 – 3, RC07150/8 -10 and RC07150/12 are subject to the following 

conditions, which are set out in detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 11 

 Conditions 45 - 66 

 Conditions 74 – 79 

 Conditions 124 - 125 

 Conditions 128 – 135 

 Conditions 141 – 143 

 Conditions 146 – 147 

 Conditions 157 – 163 

 Conditions 169 – 177 

 Conditions 181 – 193 

 Condition 201 

 Conditions 203 – 205 
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Decision No 8:  

West Coast Regional Council: Air Discharge Permit 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Thirty-five (35) years. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for this consent 

shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To discharge contaminants to air during construction and maintenance of 

a hydroelectric power scheme, as described in Table H, and in general accordance with the 

relevant conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table H 

Consent Number Consent Details 

RC07150/23 To discharge contaminants to air during construction and maintenance 
activities.  

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N.   

 

 

5. Air discharge permit RC07150/23 is subject to the following conditions, which are set out in 

detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 8 

 Conditions 10 – 11 

 Condition 34 

 Conditions 46 – 49 

 Condition 79 

 Conditions 97 – 99 

 Condition 115 

 Conditions 124 – 125 

 Condition 143 
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Buller District Council Consents 
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Decision No 9:  

Buller District Council: Land Use Consents: Earthworks and 
vegetation clearance during construction 

1. Date of commencement: The date of first exercise of any of the consents (RC07180/A-F). 

2. Term of consents: Ten (10) years from the date of commencement. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To undertake earthworks and vegetation clearance for the purpose of 

constructing a hydroelectric power scheme, in general accordance with the locations identified 

and described in Table I, and in general accordance with the relevant conditions in Schedule A 

as set out below. 

Table I 

Consent Number * Consent Details 

RC07180/A Earthworks and vegetation clearance; to construct a roller compacted 
concrete dam, diversion channel, penstocks, powerhouse, substation, 
tailrace, staging area (including aggregate extraction pit, stockpiling 
area, production plant, buildings, settling ponds, diesel generators, 
water tanks), rock quarries, haul roads, permanent access roads, 
parking areas, log handling facilities, tracks, substation and 
transformers, communication system; and associated infrastructure on 
land adjacent to the bed of the Mokihinui River. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N 

 

 

RC07180/B Earthworks and vegetation clearance; to establish the inundation area, 
including but not limited to slope stabilisation structures. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1529173E, 5400242N 

 

RC07180/C Earthworks and vegetation clearance; to construct an access track on 
the true left bank of the Mokihinui River; and associated infrastructure. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519112E, 
5399044N and 1529173, 5400242N 
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RC07180/D Earthworks and vegetation clearance; to upgrade the existing 
Mokihinui-Seddonville road and bridges from the intersection with State 
Highway 67 to the construction site; and to construct, use and maintain  
power poles and lines; and associated infrastructure. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1513725E, 
54018669N and 1519177E, 5399184N 

 

RC07180/E Earthworks and vegetation clearance; to construct transmission poles, 
lines, substation and access tracks. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1503509E, 5377501N 

 

RC07180/F Earthworks and vegetation clearance to construct boat launching ramp 
and jetty facilities, adjacent to the inundation area. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519397E, 5399074N 

 

 *Note that BDC consent numbers do not match those shown in the table of consents sought 
(Part 1, Para 39). 

5. Land use consents RC07180/A – F are subject to the following conditions, which are set out in 

detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 11 

 Conditions 14 – 19 

 Conditions 29 – 35 

 Conditions 38 – 49 

 Conditions 67 – 74 

 Conditions 79 – 84 

 Conditions 86 – 87 

 Conditions 95 – 96 

 Conditions 100 – 119 

 Conditions 124 - 125 

 Conditions 126 – 127 

 Conditions 137 – 140 

 Condition 143 
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Decision No 10:  

Buller District Council: Land Use Consents: Earthworks and 
vegetation clearance during operation 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Unlimited. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To undertake minor earthworks and vegetation clearance for the purpose 

of operating and maintaining a hydroelectric power scheme in general accordance with the 

locations identified and described in Table J, and in general accordance with the relevant 

conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table J 

Consent Number * Consent Details 

RC07180/G Any necessary earthworks and vegetation clearance; to maintain a 
roller compacted concrete dam, diversion channel, penstocks, 
powerhouse, substation, tailrace, staging area (including production 
plant, buildings, settling ponds, diesel generators, water tanks), 
permanent access roads, parking areas, log handling facilities, tracks, 
substation and transformers; and associated infrastructure on land 
adjacent to the bed of the Mokihinui River. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

RC07180/H Any earthworks and vegetation clearance; to maintain the inundation 
area, including but not limited to the establishment of slope stabilisation 
structures. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1529173E, 5400242N 

 

RC07180/I Any earthworks and vegetation clearance; to maintain the access track 
on the true left bank of the Mokihinui River, and associated 
infrastructure. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519112E, 
5399044N and 1529173, 5400242N 
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RC07180/J Any necessary earthworks and vegetation clearance; to maintain the 
access roads to the dam site and to maintain power poles and lines, 
and associated infrastructure. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1513725E, 
54018669N and 1519177E, 5399184N 

 

 *Note that BDC consent numbers do not match those shown in the table of consents sought 
(Part 1, Para 39). 

5. Land use consents RC07180/G – J are subject to the following conditions, which are set out in 

detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 8 

 Conditions 46 – 49 

 Conditions 146 – 147 

 Condition 169 

 Conditions 194 – 202 
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Decision No 11:  

Buller District Council: Land Use Consents: Structures 

1. Date of commencement: Consents RC07180/K1, RC07180L-P: as provided in s.116 of the 

 Consent RC07180/K2: The date of the first exercise of the consent. 

2. Term of consents: Consents RC07180/K1, RC07180L-P: Unlimited. Consent RC07180/K2: 

Ten (10) years. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for these 

consents shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To establish, operate and maintain structures and ancillary infrastructure 

associated with the operation of a hydro electric power scheme, in general accordance with the 

locations identified and described in Table K, and in general accordance with the relevant 

conditions in Schedule A as set out below. 

Table K 

Consent Number * Consent Details 

RC07180/K1 To construct, operate and maintain the following permanent structures: 
a roller compacted concrete dam, diversion channel, penstocks, 
powerhouse, substation, tailrace; permanent access roads, parking 
areas, log handling facilities, tracks, substation and transformers; and 
associated infrastructure on land adjacent to the bed of the Mokihinui 
River. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

RC07180/K2 To construct, operate and maintain the following temporary activities to 
enable construction of the scheme: staging area (including aggregate 
extraction pit, stockpiling area, production plant, buildings, diversion 
channel, settling ponds, diesel generators, water tanks), rock quarries, 
haul roads and associated infrastructure on land adjacent to the bed of 
the Mokihinui River. 

Located at or about grid reference NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N. 

 

RC07180/L To establish, maintain and repair the inundation area, including but not 
limited to slope stabilisation structures. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1529173E, 5400242N. 
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RC07180/M To construct and maintain an access track on the true left bank of the 
Mokihinui River; and associated infrastructure. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519112E, 
5399044N and 1529173, 5400242N. 

 

RC07180/N To upgrade the existing Mokihinui-Seddonville road and bridges from 
the intersection with State Highway 67 to the construction site; and to 
construct, use and maintain 33kV power poles and lines; and 
associated infrastructure. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1513725E, 
54018669N and 1519177E, 5399184N. 

 

RC07180/O To construct, use and maintain transmission poles, lines, substation 
and access tracks. 

Located approximately between grid references NZTM 1519207E, 
5399289N and 1503509E, 5377501N. 

 

RC07180/P To construct boat launching ramp and jetty facilities, adjacent to the 
inundation area. 

Located at or about grid references NZTM 1519397E, 5399074N. 

 

 *Note that BDC consent numbers do not match those shown in the table of consents sought 
(Part 1, Para 39). 

5. Land use consents RC07180/K1 – P are subject to the following conditions, which are set out in 

detail in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 11 

 Conditions 14 – 35 

 Conditions 38 – 49 

 Conditions 67 – 74 

 Conditions 79 - 84 

 Conditions 86 – 87 

 Conditions 95 – 96 

 Conditions 100 – 120 

 Conditions 124 – 127 

 Conditions 137 – 140 

 Condition 143 

 Conditions 146 – 147 

 Conditions 178 – 180 

 Conditions 194 – 202 
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Decision No 12:  

Buller District Council: Land Use Consent: Hazardous substances 

1. Date of commencement: As provided in s.116 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. Term of consents: Unlimited. 

3. Date of lapsing of consent (if not given effect to): The consent lapsing period for this consent 

shall be ten (10) years from the commencement of the consent as provided in s.125 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991. 

4. Purpose of consents: To use and store hazardous substances during the construction, operation 

and maintenance of a hydro electric power scheme in general accordance with the locations 

identified and described in Table L, and in general accordance with the relevant conditions in 

Schedule A as set out below. 

Table L 

Consent Number * Consent Details 

RC07180/Q To use and store hazardous substances during the construction and 
operation of the scheme. 

Located at or about grid references NZTM 1519207E, 5399289N and 
NZTM 1503509E, 5377501N. 

 

 *Note that BDC consent numbers do not match those shown in the table of consents sought 
(Part 1, Para 39). 

5. Land use consent RC07180/Q is subject to the following conditions, which are set out in detail 

in Schedule A: 

 Conditions 1 – 8 

 Conditions 10 – 11 

 Conditions 46 – 49 

 Conditions 80 – 84 

 Conditions 124 - 125 

 Condition 143 

 Conditions 146 – 147 

 Condition 202 

�
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Schedule A: Conditions 

GENERAL 

1. The consent holder shall undertake all activities authorised by these consents in accordance 

with the plans and information submitted with the resource consent applications to West Coast 

Regional Council on 19 December 2007 and to Buller District Council on 21 December 2007, 

and any other documentation relevant to the application including requests for further 

information, except where inconsistent with these conditions. Any request to change or cancel a 

consent condition must be made in accordance with s.127 of the Resource Management Act 

1991. 

2. Where conditions of these consents require the provision of further information such as reports 

or management plans by the consent holder, the consent authority may undertake a peer review 

of this information. This peer review shall be at the consent holder’s expense. 

3. The consent holder shall supply any agent or contractor working under any of these consents 

with a copy of the relevant consent conditions on-site so that these conditions can be presented 

to an officer of the consent authority upon request. 

All Management Plans  

4. The consent holder may review and revise any management plan at any time after they have 

been submitted to the consent authority on the following terms:  

(a) The review shall be undertaken in consultation with and approved by the consent 

authority.  

(b) Such review is necessary to give effect to the purpose of the management plan.  

(c) The consent holder shall pay all actual and reasonable costs of the consent authority in 

connection with the review of all management plans prior to their approval.  

Advice Notes:  

 The approval of the consent authority is required to certify compliance with conditions only. 

Where any approval is required from the consent authority for the doing of any act by the 

consent holder that is consistent with these conditions, such approval shall not be unreasonably 

or arbitrarily withheld. 
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 The consent authority means either the Consents & Compliance Manager, West Coast Regional 

Council or the Manager Community and Environment, Buller District Council depending on 

which council has compliance jurisdiction for the particular consent.  

Review 

5. In accordance with s.128 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (and in addition to the more 

specific monitoring conditions attached), the consent authority may at two years after the 

commencement of these consents and at two-yearly intervals thereafter, after giving not less 

than one month’s notice in writing, serve notice on the consent holder of its intention to review 

any of the conditions of these consents for either of the following purposes: 

(a) To deal with any adverse effect on the environment that may arise from the exercise of 

these consents, including noise, and which it is appropriate to deal with at a later stage. 

(b) To require the consent holder to adopt the best practicable option to avoid, mitigate or 

remedy any adverse effect on the environment 

6. The conditions of consent with respect to the preparation and implementation of management 

plans may be reviewed in accordance with s.128 of the Resource Management Act 1991 upon 

receipt of the annual environmental monitoring report under Conditions 143 and 202 that 

concludes that any management plan is not meeting its purpose. 

Fees 

7. The consent holder shall pay to the consent authority any administration, supervision and 

monitoring fees on a cost recovery basis in accordance with s.36 of the Resource Management 

Act 1991. The consent holder shall meet the reasonable costs of compliance with all 

requirements and conditions of these consents.  

Sequence of Compliance  

8. Except with the prior written approval of the consent authority the consent holder shall not 

commence in-river construction unless and until all obligations included in pre-construction 

conditions have been fulfilled.  

Bond 

9. The consent holder shall provide and maintain, in favour of the consent authorities (jointly for 

their respective interests), a bond to secure the completion of rehabilitation in accordance with 

the conditions of these consents. The following conditions shall apply: 
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(a) The consent holder shall not exercise these consents until the bond has been executed by 

the consent holder and guarantor, and deposited with the consent authorities.  

(b) Unless the bond is a cash bond to the consent authorities, the performance of the 

conditions of the bond shall be guaranteed by a guarantor acceptable to the consent 

authorities. The guarantor shall bind itself to pay for undertaking and completion of any 

condition in the event of any default.  

(c) If the consent holder is unable at any time to arrange a guarantor for the quantum in 

accordance with Condition 9(f), the consent holder shall provide a cash bond for the 

quantum within 60 days of the date of the renewal specified in Condition 9(e). 

(d) The bond shall be in a form acceptable to the consent authorities. 

(e) The consent holder shall provide the bond for the quantum determined in accordance 

with Condition 9(f) for a term of five (5) years from the date the land use consents are 

first relied upon (or such other term as the consent authorities and consent holder may 

agree). Such term may be renewed on a yearly basis (in the event that bonded works are 

not completed within the first term) commencing on the first anniversary of the date that 

the bond is executed by the consent holder and guarantor and deposited with the consent 

authority, or until such time as the consent holder and guarantor are released. 

(f) The amount (quantum) of the bond shall be five hundred thousand New Zealand dollars 

($500,000), to reflect the estimated costs at the time of compliance with the relevant 

conditions of land use consents in so far as they require: 

(i) stabilisation and/or remediation of earthworks and landforms; and/or 

(ii) rehabilitation of watercourses disturbed by construction activities, including the 

installation of erosion protection works where necessary. 

(g) The liability of the consent holder shall not be limited to the amount of the bond. 

(h) The bond shall remain in place for a period of 12 months once rehabilitation works are 

complete and the scheme commissioned. Rehabilitation is not complete until all 

rehabilitation criteria have been met. 

(i) The bond may be varied or cancelled or renewed at any time by agreement between the 

consent holder and the consent authorities. 
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(j)  The amount of the bond may be inflation adjusted annually, if requested by the consent 

authorities, by the movement in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) relative to the CPI at the 

date when the bond is first provided. 

 (k) In addition to Condition 9(j): 

(i) The consent authorities may engage an expert in bond assessment to review the 

bond quantum to ensure that the bond is sufficient to cover the costs of 

rehabilitation of construction works, at 12-monthly intervals commencing on the 

first anniversary of the date that the bond is executed by the consent holder and 

guarantor and deposited with the consent authorities.  

(ii) If a review is undertaken under Condition 9(k)(i) and establishes that the existing 

bond is insufficient to cover the costs of the rehabilation of the construction works, 

then the consent holder and guarantor shall execute a substitute bond and deposit it 

with the consent authorities, within 60 days of the date that the consent authorities 

notifying it to increase the bond, to the amount that the review establishes as being 

sufficient to cover the costs of the rehabilitation. 

(iii) The consent holder shall pay the reasonable costs of the reviews. 

(l) The provisions of s.109 of the Resource Management Act 1991 shall apply to any bond, 

or bonds, required pursuant to the above.  

(m) The consent holder shall meet the costs of providing any bond, including the costs of the 

bond and any substitute bond. 

 

PRE-CONSTRUCTION 

Environmental Construction Management Plan  

10. The following shall apply: 

(a) Not less than three months prior to the commencement of construction of the scheme, an 

Environmental Construction Management Plan (ECMP) shall be submitted to the consent 

authority for approval. The purpose of the ECMP shall be to:  

(i) describe the methods proposed for the construction of the scheme and the 

programme for construction of each element;  
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(ii) describe what actions will be taken to manage the actual and any potential effects 

of construction activities associated with the scheme and to satisfy consent 

conditions;  

(iii) provide a list of key personnel and points of contact during scheme construction;  

(iv) identify and describe how stakeholders will be kept informed during construction 

and how complaints will be managed; and  

(v) ensure compliance with the conditions of consent as they relate to construction 

work.  

(b) The ECMP shall include:  

(i) a staging plan, identifying the works and proposed duration of each stage;  

(ii) a description of all construction works (including (as required) access roads and 

tracks, staging areas, dam site, diversion channel, inundation area, lake-track, 

transmission line, substation and communication system), mitigation measures 

(such as avoiding the construction of the cofferdam during the whitebait season), 

rehabilitation monitoring and reporting to be undertaken;  

(iii) a site map, which shows the buffer zones, sound bunds, fencing, and the temporary 

relocated walking track around the staging area, temporary car park and lookout 

area;  

(iv) detailed design responsibilities and method of construction, including methods of 

managing vegetation clearance and earthworks, disposal of excavation material, 

in-river works management, surface water and erosion management, and methods 

for management of hazardous substances, dust management and noise 

management, and fire fighting;  

(v) a subset of management plans that address the issues identified in Condition 

10(b)(iv) as follows:  

• Public Health and Safety  

• Hazardous Substances (including spill response contingency plan) 

• Stormwater and Wastewater discharges  

• Sediment Control  

• Traffic generation 

• Transmission Line Construction  

• Solid Waste  

• Dust emissions  

• Noise emissions 

• Contaminated Sites  

• Archaeological and Heritage Protocols and Plans  



�

Mokihinui Hydro Decision 31 March 2010 

34

• Site Rehabilitation post-construction  

• Risk  

• Vermin and Weed Control  

 Management of these matters shall be dealt with in specific sections of the 

Environmental Construction Management Plan.  

(vi)  detailed plans, specifications, location, operation and maintenance of all waterway 

structures and activities including the dam, diversion channels, temporary 

cofferdams, tailrace, spillway, penstocks, bridges, culverts, fords, pipelines, 

discharge channels, water level/flow recording devices and any erosion control or 

energy dissipation works. This shall include the procedures for the placement of 

structures with the aim of minimising sediment discharges;  

(vii) details about the type of buildings to be used and their positions;  

(viii) the name and contact details of key positions and points of contact, including 

appropriately qualified staff members to: manage environmental issues and any 

community complaints on site, have responsibility for managing and responding to 

environmental issues and any community complaints, and ensure management 

plans and consent conditions are adhered to throughout construction;  

(ix) the name and contact details of the engineer to be engaged by the consent holder 

throughout earthworks construction, and an outline of the role and responsibilities 

of the engineer during construction;  

(x) an outline of the critical elements of the scheme where geotechnical involvement 

is required for the construction;  

(xi) an outline of the critical elements of the scheme where groundwater engineering 

involvement is required for the construction; and  

(xii) details of the minimum requirements for investigations, inspections and 

monitoring throughout construction to ensure that construction is being undertaken 

in accordance with the requirements of this consent.  

11. The consent holder shall engage an expert peer reviewer to review the Environmental 

Construction Management Plan prior to it being submitted to the consent authority for 

approval. The peer reviewer shall be nominated and appointed by agreement between the 

consent holder and the consent authority.  

Dust Management  

12. Prior to the commencement of construction the consent holder shall undertake background air 

quality monitoring of total suspended particulate for a period of 12 months. The consent holder 



�

Mokihinui Hydro Decision 31 March 2010 

35

shall submit this data to the consent authority prior to the commencement of construction of the 

scheme.  

13. As part of the ECMP described in Condition 10, the consent holder shall include provisions that 

set out the methods for dust management. The objective of the dust management section of the 

ECMP shall be to minimise the potential for reduced air quality due to dust generated by 

construction related activity. To achieve this objective the dust management section of the 

ECMP shall include:  

(a) dust management methods for roads, gravel extraction, crushing, concrete production, 

conveyor systems and blasting; 

(b) dust management methods to manage air emissions from batching plants; 

(c) dust management methods to be applied in works necessary for upgrading and widening 

Mokihinui – Seddonville Road; 

(d) dust management methods to be applied in works necessary for the development of site 

borrow areas and construction areas including the staging area; 

(e) dust management methods to be applied to vehicle movement on haul roads (within the 

construction staging area) including speed limitations when the haul roads are close 

(approximately 100m) to residences; and ensuring a high level of maintenance on the 

haul roads; 

(f) dust management methods for the construction of cofferdams; and 

(g) provisions for monitoring and reporting to the Community Liaison Group including:  

(i) location of fugitive dust and sensitive receiving environment;  

(ii) frequency of dust discharges;  

(iii) intensity of dust discharges;  

(iv) duration of dust discharges;  

(v) offensiveness of any odour; and 

(vi) extent of dust discharges and mitigation implemented. 

Noise Management  

14. The consent holder shall, as part of the Environmental Construction Management Plan (ECMP) 

described in Condition 10, include provisions that set out the methods for noise mitigation and 

management during the construction of the scheme. The objective of the noise management 

section of the ECMP shall be to comply with the appropriate New Zealand standards for 

construction noise. To achieve this objective the noise management section of the ECMP shall 

include the following requirements:  
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(a) Blasting to occur at set times of the day (e.g. between 9.00 am – 5.00 pm Monday to 

Sunday) and shall occur at set intervals during the day determined in consultation with 

the consent holder and the Community Liaison Group. Noise control from blasting 

activities shall be in accordance with Australian Standard 2187.2:2006: Explosives - 

Storage and use - Use of explosives. 

(b) Batching plants to be fitted with noise screening.  

(c) Undertake aggregate processing and stockpiling as far as practicable between the hours 

of 7.00 am and 5.30 pm.  

(d) Restrictions on truck movements through Seddonville at night, road improvements and 

speed restrictions (associated also with dust mitigation). 

(e) Workshops are to be fitted with appropriate sound mitigation measures. 

(f) Noise associated with helicopter landings shall be measured and assessed in accordance 

with NZS6807:1994 – Noise Management and Land Use Planning for Helicopter 

Landing Areas (or subsequent standards). The ECMP shall include restrictions on 

helicopter movements over the township of Seddonville. 

(g) Undertake construction (including implosive jointing) of the transmission line as far as 

practicable between the hours of 7.00 am and 5.30 pm, where such work is undertaken , 

within 500 m of an existing dwelling.  

(h) Monitoring of noise levels adjacent to site to ensure compliance with NZS 6803:1999 

Acoustics – Construction Noise (or subsequent standards);  

(i) Contingency measures (in the event that noise limits are exceeded) to be developed.  

Archaeological Protocols  

15. Prior to the commencement of any vegetation clearance the consent holder shall prepare, in 

consultation with the New Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT), an Archaeological 

Management Plan to guide the short and long term management of archaeological sites and 

artefacts affected by the construction of the scheme. The objective of this plan shall be to 

manage any potential or actual construction effects on any cultural, archaeological or heritage 

sites (either identified prior to construction or unearthed during the construction phase). This 

plan, which shall include appropriate discovery protocols prepared in consultation with NZHPT 

and Ng� ti Waewae, shall be submitted to the consent authority for approval as part of the 

Environment Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10.  

16. Prior to the commencement of any vegetation clearance, the consent holder shall undertake an 

archaeological survey of the historic pack track, Seatonville, Jones Creek Battery areas, Tylers, 

Anderson Flat, the hut site above the Rough and Tumble Bridge, the Rough and Tumble Creek 
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Track and the transmission line route, in particular where it crosses Charming Creek Walkway 

and in proximity to Burma Road. The survey and reporting shall be carried out by an 

appropriately qualified archaeologist and submitted as part of the Archaeological Management 

Plan required by Condition 15. The report shall include a map of the area potentially affected 

by the consents with all items of significance plotted.  

17. Prior to the commencement of any vegetation clearance construction, the consent holder shall 

collect loose items and excavate material of historic significance located within the plotted area 

following location, recording and reporting as required by Condition 16. The items shall be 

catalogued, relocated and presented in an appropriate manner under the guidance of a 

recognised archaeological expert and in consultation with the consent authority and the New 

Zealand Historic Places Trust.  

Advice Note:  

 An archaeological authority shall be obtained from the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 

prior to any disturbance of archaeological sites or collection of any artefacts of historic 

significance as required by the Historic Places Act 1993. 

18. The consent holder shall provide the consent authority with a copy of any necessary 

archaeological authorities obtained prior to starting construction.  

19. Prior to the commencement of construction, the consent holder shall implement a training 

programme for construction staff by a recognised archaeological expert regarding methods of 

identifying, reporting and managing features of archaeological significance. 

Scheme Design Standards  

20. Prior to the commencement of construction of any structures authorised by this consent, 

accurate site plans and detailed structural plans including the dimensions and elevations of all 

structures shall be submitted to the consent authority. These plans shall be submitted to the 

consent authority as part of the Environmental Construction Management Plan outlined in 

Condition 10. The detailed design plans shall include, but not limited to:  

(a) final dam and turbine configuration;  

(b) location of buildings, fences, bunds and buffers;  

(c) details about the materials and insulation used to construct the buildings;  

(d) powerstation;  

(e) tailrace;  

(f) access roads;  
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(g) transmission line and switchyard;  

(h) layout of the staging area;  

(i) telecommunication towers; and  

(j) visitor facilities including the temporary walkway and car park during construction, as 

well as the final car park location, boat ramp, jetty, and picnic area. 

21. Prior to the construction of any structures authorised by this consent, the consent holder shall 

obtain the appropriate building consents required under the Building Act 2004, copies of which 

shall be submitted to the consent authority.  

22. The dam structure shall, as a minimum requirement, be designed, constructed and maintained 

for the life of the scheme in accordance with NZSOLD Dam Safety Guidelines, November 

2000 (and any subsequent amendments) for high potential impact classification dams. The 

guidelines include, but are not limited to:  

(a) engaging suitable designers, peer reviewers and specialists;  

(b) using appropriate quality measures in the design process;  

(c) selecting suitable contractors and applying quality assurance procedures for construction 

of the works;  

(d) assessing the flood hazard and providing adequate spillways and diversion facilities to 

manage this potential hazard;  

(e) assessing the seismic hazard and providing adequate defence against earthquake effects;  

(f) comprehensive investigation of the foundations and construction materials; 

(g) provision of appropriate foundation and abutment treatment and seepage control;  

(h) establishment of an appropriate dam and lake shoreline surveillance programme in 

advance of lake filling, and subsequent visual observations and monitoring against 

defined performance criteria throughout the operational life of the structure;  

(i) provision of an emergency action plan appropriate for High PIC dams; and  

(j) regular safety reviews of the dam and water retaining structures.  

23. Prior to the commencement of construction the consent holder shall appoint an independent 

review panel comprising persons of suitable qualifications and expertise. The purpose of the 

review panel is to provide an objective, balanced and impartial view of the overall design, and 

construction process. The review panel shall act independently of the design team and shall 

report its findings to the consent holder’s design team and to both the consent holder and the 

consent authority. The review panel does not remove the obligations for internal review and 

quality assurance described in the NZSOLD Dam Safety Guidelines (2000).  
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24. Prior to progression of design to construction the consent holder shall respond to all 

recommendations made in accordance with Condition 23 to the review panel.  

25. The consent holder shall provide the consent authority processing the building consent with 

copies of reports from the review panel.  

26. The consent holder shall ensure that any variations to the approved building consent are 

approved by the issuing consent authority, and that documents relating to the dam investigation, 

design and construction review processes, and final “As Built” plans, are prepared and retained 

by the consent holder.  

27. Prior to filling of the lake, the consent holder shall prepare a Commissioning Plan and 

Emergency Action Plan to be submitted to the consent authority for approval.  

28. The consent holder shall prepare a dam safety assurance programme including the 

Commissioning Plan and Emergency Action Plan as required by Condition 27. The programme 

is to be certified by an appropriately qualified professional engineer and shall be submitted to 

the consent authority for approval in accordance with the dam safety provisions of the Building 

Act (2004) and Building (Dam Safety) Regulations 2008. 

Traffic Management  

29. Prior to any design plans for road works being prepared the consent holder shall in conjunction 

with the relevant roading authorities undertake an inspection of both the formed and legal road 

so as to assess the level of upgrade required. The results of this inspection shall be submitted to 

the consent authority. 

30. The consent holder shall ensure that the upgrade necessary at the Mokihinui-Seddonville 

intersection with State Highway 67 is designed in accordance with the New Zealand Transport 

Agency’s policy manual for Integrated Planning and Development of State Highways.  

31. The consent holder shall prepare detailed design plans for:  

(a) localised widening and upgrading of the Mokihinui-Seddonville Road, west of 

Seddonville;  

(b) localised shape correction and widening of the carriageway through Seddonville.  

(c) widening and upgrading along Mokihinui Road;  

(d) upgrading along the Denniston, Burnetts Face and Mackley Roads to the substation at 

Cedar Creek;  

(e) sealing of bridge approaches at Coal Creek and Burkes Creek; and 
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(f) the upgrade at Chasm Creek or the use of lights.  

 Where appropriate these plans shall be developed in consultation with the Community Liaison 

Group as established by Condition 46 and shall be submitted to the consent authority for 

approval. The localised widening, bridge construction and roading upgrades shall be completed 

by the consent holder prior to the commencement of heavy construction traffic to the scheme.  

32. Prior to the commencement of heavy construction traffic related to the scheme the consent 

holder shall seal road widths through the Seddonville village 50 km/h zone to a consistent 

minimum width of 7.0 m where this can be achieved without encroaching on road reserve, 

which is currently occupied by existing residential property owners. Where this cannot be 

achieved the minimum width shall be 6.0 m. These works shall be implemented to ensure that 

levels of service for road users are safe and efficient.  

33. The consent holder shall ensure that any pot-holes or surface irregularities along the 

carriageway of Mokihinui Road/Seddonville-Mokihinui Road near residences are repaired prior 

to the use of the road by heavy construction traffic.  

34. Prior to the commencement of heavy construction traffic related to the scheme, the consent 

holder shall prepare a Traffic Management Plan (TMP), as part of the Environmental 

Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10. The TMP shall be prepared in 

consultation with the local roading authorities and the New Zealand Transport Agency and 

submitted to the consent authority prior to the commencement of heavy construction traffic 

related to the scheme. The objective of the TMP shall be to minimise construction traffic and 

vehicle movements to the extent necessary to allow a safe and practicable construction 

programme and to minimise the impact of traffic associated effects, including safety, noise, 

dust and traffic flow on neighbouring properties and the roading network. To achieve this 

objective the TMP shall detail the traffic management measures to be put in place during 

construction including details of the following:  

(a) The temporary traffic management locations and methods to be put in place during the 

construction period. 

(b) The locations where works will occur within the road reserve and the general method of 

traffic management and control that will be utilised.  

(c) Routes for haulage of materials on the public road and State Highway and measures for 

ensuring the road network is maintained in a satisfactory condition.  

(d) Measures to ensure that vehicles associated with construction shall not exceed 50km/h 

through Seddonville as far as Coal Creek.  

(e) All necessary temporary site access requirements, design and traffic management.  
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(f) Guidelines and prescriptions for the timing of heavy vehicle movements through 

Seddonville.  

(g) The development of a travel plan including the provision for shared transport of workers, 

including minivans or bus services.  

(h) Monitoring of the pavement condition of the Mokihinui – Seddonville Road from State 

Highway 67 intersection through to the new dam site during construction. 

(i) Procedures for keeping residents in communities along the main construction transport 

route informed of relevant traffic management details, and ongoing liaison between the 

Community Liaison Group, the consent holder and the contractor with regard to traffic 

related matters.  

35. Prior to the commencement of construction of the scheme, the consent holder shall undertake a 

structural assessment of every building within 20 m of Mokihinui Road, subject to the 

agreement of the property owner. This shall be undertaken by a suitably qualified inspector and 

the results submitted to the consent authority. The assessment is to act as baseline data that will 

be used should a claim be made that vibrations from vehicles during construction have caused 

an adverse effect on the structural integrity of a property.  

Advice Note:  

 Work associated with the upgraded road and intersection may require additional resource 

consents, and it is recommended that the necessary consents are sought prior to submitting the 

final design plans.  

Stormwater and Wastewater Management  

36. Prior to undertaking any activities authorised by these consents, the consent holder shall 

prepare and provide to the consent authority a Stormwater and Wastewater Management Plan 

(SWMP), as part of the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 

10. The SWMP shall provide information on suitable water extraction, stormwater and drainage 

management and water discharge measures for all water activities authorised by these consents, 

to be adopted during construction and subsequent operation of the dam and associated facilities. 

The objective of the SWMP is to minimise waste of extracted water and minimise 

contamination of surface water by any operation that is the subject of these consents so as to 

ensure water quality is suitable for maintenance of aquatic ecosystems. To achieve this 

objective all practicable measures shall be undertaken to contain and treat stormwater, wash 

water and wastewater from the construction area. 

37. The information required in the Stormwater and Wastewater Management Plan shall include:  
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(a) analysis of background levels of water quality and quantity of all discharges and water 

bodies receiving discharges; 

(b) details of the proposed extraction and discharge systems and methods; 

(c) details of the proposed stormwater drainage management including treatment if utilised;  

(d) details of proposed settling ponds and other treatment systems for contaminated waters 

and waste streams prior to discharge;  

(e) all measures relating to the construction of the dam and associated facilities such that the 

water quality of the river below the dam site satisfies the criteria and standards for Class 

AE Waters contained within the Third Schedule to the Resource Management Act, at the 

compliance point shown on the map attached as Figure 1, at all times except when in 

fresh or flood;  

(f) measures to be put in place to ensure that any discharges from the scheme shall comply 

with the criteria and standards for Class AE Waters contained within the Third Schedule 

to the RMA, at the compliance point shown on the map attached as Figure 1, at all times 

except when in fresh or flood;  

(g) programmes of monitoring of water use and discharge; and  

(h) analysis of effectiveness of the SWMP to achieve the requirements of the conditions of 

these consents, and any recommended changes in operation to improve water and 

discharge management. 

Solid Waste Management  

38. Prior to undertaking any activities authorised by these consents, the consent holder shall 

prepare and provide to the consent authority a Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) as part 

of the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10. The objective 

of the SWMP is to put in place methods to minimise the waste and litter generated from the 

project, to maximise recycling and reuse opportunities and to avoid or minimise any pollution 

risk associated with the waste generated at the site. The SWMP shall, as a minimum, include 

the following:  

(a) Identify the solid waste generated at the project site, workshops and administration 

offices and identify the solid waste that can be reused, recycled, disposed of on site and 

disposed of off site.  

(b) Describe the methods to minimise solid waste generation and to reuse or recycle 

materials where feasible.  

(c) Disposal areas for surplus excavation material are identified in locations agreed in 

consultation with the consent authority.  
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(d) Describe the storage and transport and disposal of solid waste off site.  

(e) Describe the storage and transport and disposal of lake clearance vegetation. 

Hazardous Substances  

39. Prior to undertaking any activities authorised by this consent, the consent holder shall prepare 

and provide to the consent authority a Hazardous Substances Management Plan (HSMP) as part 

of the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10. The objective 

of the HSMP shall be to minimise environmental impacts and eliminate health risks and 

nuisance to site staff and residents from the accidental discharge of hazardous substances. The 

HSMP shall, as a minimum:  

(a) identify all practicable measures that are to be undertaken to safely store hazardous 

substances and reduce the potential for spills, and to ensure if spills do occur that 

appropriate procedures are carried out;  

(b) describe the methods for the management of transportation of hazardous substances to 

and from the site;  

(c) describe refuelling procedures; and  

(d) procedures for control, containment and clean up of a spill.  

Contaminated Sites  

40. Prior to undertaking the activities authorised by this consent, the consent holder shall prepare 

and provide to the consent authority a Contaminated Sites Management Plan (CSMP) as part of 

the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10. The objective of 

the CSMP shall be to prevent any adverse effects arising from the disturbance of a 

contaminated site. The plan shall as a minimum outline the actions necessary to be taken should 

a contaminated site be uncovered during construction activities, including: 

(a) notifying the consent authority; and 

(b)  describing potential remediation methods including removal of the contaminant(s) to a 

site that has been properly prepared for the contaminated material; or removal to an 

approved off-site disposal facility.  
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Vermin Control and Weed Management Plan  

41. Prior to undertaking the activities authorised by this consent, the consent holder shall prepare 

and provide to the consent authority a Vermin Control and Weed Management Plan (VCWP) as 

part of the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10. The 

objective of this plan shall be to minimise the introduction and spread of mammalian pests and 

invasive weeds during construction. The VCWP shall, as a minimum, outline the following 

management strategies:  

(a) good practice construction methodologies including appropriate disposal of rubbish and 

food scraps;  

(b) pest control around the site and site buildings to control rats and mice;  

(c) minimise open areas of bare soil to prevent weed infestations, and undertake weed 

control as required in and around the construction site; 

(d) ensure that the contractor can accurately distinguish between native and exotic plants 

species, including mature and immature plants; and 

(e) appropriate methods to clean and decontaminate machinery and equipment if necessary.  

Landscaping and Rehabilitation  

42. Prior to the commencement of earthworks for construction, the consent holder shall prepare a 

Landscaping and Rehabilitation Plan (LRP) as part of the Environmental Construction 

Management Plan described in Condition10. The objective of the LRP shall be to ensure that 

all construction areas, which do not have operational buildings, permanent structures, and 

access roads, are rehabilitated as far as practicable to a natural vegetated state taking into 

account the time it takes for rehabilitation to occur, and to ensure that all operational buildings, 

transmission poles and permanent structures are designed and finished in a manner that is 

visually muted and coloured to be generally consistent with the dominant colours of the 

surrounding landscape. The LRP shall be submitted to the consent authority before any 

earthworks and construction activities commence. The LRP shall include general methods to 

achieve its objectives as follows:  

(a) All cuts, fills and embankments are graded and formed to the extent reasonably 

practicable so that they appear as natural extensions of the adjacent landforms and 

landscape patterns.  
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(b) The transmission poles, telecommunications tower, substation and the power house are 

to be designed and finished in colours that are visually muted and generally consistent 

with the dominant colours of the surrounding landscape and have a reflectivity of less 

than 30%.  

(c) The design and appearance of buildings and other structures, which are to remain (other 

than the dam, substation and transmission structures), shall be subject to a design review 

by a landscape architect and the results provided to the consent authority, prior to 

lodgement of applications for the respective building consents.  

(d) The penstocks and other built elements are finished or painted and maintained in an 

appropriate colour that integrates with the landscape.  

(e) The landscape rehabilitation of all areas affected by construction, including appropriate 

planting using locally sourced seeds and plants genetically similar to those within the 

Mokihinui Gorge.  

(f) On completion of work at any location, all plant, equipment, fuels, hazardous substances, 

buildings, fencing, signage, debris, rubbish and any other materials brought onto site 

shall be removed, and the site left clean.  

(g) Parking areas to be provided for recreational users accessing the upper valley.  

(h) Walking tracks and picnic areas to be considered as part of the long-term development 

planning process to enhance local amenity values.  

43. The Landscaping and Rehabilitation Plan may allow for staged implementation of rehabilitation 

works and, if it does, then an overall plan showing the various stages, and the proposed 

timetable for implementation of the various stages shall be included in the LRP. 

Health and Safety  

44. Prior to the commencement of activities associated with construction of the scheme, the 

consent holder shall ensure that the contractor prepares a comprehensive Health and Safety 

Plan (HSP) consistent with relevant legislation, as part of the Environmental Construction 

Management Plan described in Condition 10. The objective of the HSP shall be to ensure that 

the consent holder complies with all health and safety legislation, regulations and procedures, 

with the intended outcome being the avoidance of harm to visitors to the site, and to identify 

where construction works may affect the public and manage construction activities to ensure 

the safety of the public. A copy of the HSP shall be submitted to the consent authority. The 

HSP shall stipulate codes of practice and relevant construction regulations that contactors will 

be required to follow. In addition, the HSP shall include information on hazard identification, 
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management and mitigation, public consultation and information sharing requirements, 

emergency protocols and incident reporting.  

45. Prior to the commencement of construction the consent holder shall, in order to minimise the 

risk to persons undertaking recreational activities in the vicinity of the scheme, undertake the 

following:  

(a) Erect signs at all necesary locations to warn users of dangers during construction.  

(b) Ensure provision of safe pedestrian access to the upper valley and around the 

construction site sufficiently far in advance of construction to ensure that the temporary 

walking track is in place prior to the staging area being enclosed.  

(c) Erect appropriate signage advising the public that no public access beyond Burkes Creek 

Bridge is allowed, and provide adequate public car parking on the west side of Burkes 

Creek.  

(d) Include appropriate information in local newspapers prior to the undertaking of the 

construction works and monthly during the construction period.  

(e) Liaise with known community and interest groups to advise of programmed works.  

(f) Fence (with appropriate material) off the construction area.  

Community Liaison Group and Complaints Procedure  

46. Prior to the commencement of construction of the scheme, the consent holder shall consult with 

local residents and other interested parties, including representatives from the consent authority 

and the contractors for the scheme, and shall provide them with the opportunity to be involved 

in a Community Liaison Group (CLG). The CLG, in the event that it is possible to establish 

such a group, shall be initially chaired by an independent facilitator appointed by the consent 

holder in consultation with the consent authority. The consent holder shall be responsible for 

the direct costs associated with the establishment and operation of the CLG.  The consent 

holder shall be responsible for keeping and distributing the CLG’s minutes to all participants in 

the group. 

47. In the event that it is not possible to establish a CLG through no fault of the consent holder then 

such failure to do so shall not be deemed a breach of these conditions. 

48. The objectives of the Community Liaison Group shall include but not be limited to the 

following:  

(a) Maintain effective working relationships and mutual trust between the local community 

and the consent holder (including its contractors), especially during construction.  
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(b) Promote the free flow of information in all directions between the local community, the 

consent holder, the contractors and the consent authority, in order to try to anticipate and 

resolve any potential issues before they arise.  

(c) Consult with the consent holder in regard to the design for the roading upgrade through 

the township of Seddonville.  

(d) Evaluate, at not more than six monthly intervals, the results of all monitoring activities 

over the whole project. 

(e) Oversee a Community Complaints Procedure (as descibed in Condition 49), ensuring 

appropriate responses from the consent holder are forthcoming.  

(f) Respond to any matters that may arise as a result of the monitoring.  

49. Prior to the commencement of construction, and at all times during construction of the scheme, 

the consent holder shall establish and operate a Community Complaints Procedure as follows:  

(a) The consent holder shall have a clearly nominated and publicly communicated contact 

person domiciled in the Buller district for the duration of the construction period within 

its own organisation, or within one of its local agents, for complaints during construction.  

(b) The consent holder shall establish a 24-hour complaints freephone number for the local 

community to call if they have any concerns regarding construction. The freephone 

number shall be advertised in the local newspaper prior to the commencement of 

construction, and at regular (not more than fortnightly) intervals during construction.  

(c) The consent holder shall maintain a log of any complaint received including the 

following: the date, time, complainant’s name and contact details, nature of the 

complaint including the cause and effect if known, and the action taken in response.  

(d) Where practicable, the consent holder shall respond to complaints within 48 hours and 

shall log the action that it intends to take, or has taken, in response to the complaint. 

(e) The consent holder shall communicate with the complainant about actions taken.  

(f) The consent holder shall document any other longer term actions to be taken. 

(g) The consent holder shall present an incident summary (i.e. (b) to (e) above) to the 

meetings of the Community Liaison Group for review.  

(h) The consent holder shall forward to the consent authority the complaints and response 

log on an annual basis, or as requested by the consent authority. 

Aquatic Ecology Management Plan  

50. Not less than three months prior to the commencement of in-river construction of the scheme 

an Aquatic Ecology Management Plan (AEMP) shall be prepared and submitted to the 

consent authority for approval. This Plan shall set out the approach to be adopted to monitor 
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and adaptively manage potential adverse effects of scheme construction activities and 

subsequent scheme operation on the aquatic ecology of the Mokihinui River including the 

scheme reservior and its tributaries. The objectives of the AEMP shall be: 

(a) to ensure that the consent holder takes reasonable steps to identify all potential 

adverse aquatic ecological effects at a site specific level prior to the effects occurring, 

(b) to outline, implement and monitor any mitigation measures necessary to ensure that 

healthy river and lake aquatic ecosystems are maintained at all times during the 

construction and operation of the scheme. 

(c) to outline, implement and monitor any mitigation measures necessary to ensure that 

healthy river and lake aquatic ecosystems are maintained at all times during the 

operation of the scheme. 

Without limiting Conditions 51 to 66 and 128 to 135 and 181 to 193 below, the AEMP shall 

set out the methods by which the consent holder conducts: 

(a) pre construction/baseline investigation and monitoring of existing aquatic ecosystem 

composition and water quality;  

(b) monitoring and identification of mitigation measures during the construction and 

operational phases;  

(c) appropriate trigger levels which determine when action is likely to be necessary on 

the part of the consent holder to achieve the AEMP objectives; 

(d) methods to be used to determine the success of mitigation measures; and 

(e) reporting obligations required at each phase – preconstruction, construction and 

operational.  

Expert Panel 

51. The consent holder shall engage a panel of three independent people who are not otherwise 

involved in conditions relating to this consent and who, among them, can demonstrate proven 

expertise in the matters covered by the monitoring required by the conditions of this consent. In 

the event that any member of the Expert Panel becomes unavailable to continue their role the 

panel may temporarily consist of fewer than three people with the agreement of the consent 

holder and the consent authority. 

Panel members shall only be appointed after having been approved by the consent authority, 

and following nomination by the consent holder.  

All costs incurred by the Expert Panel shall be met by the consent holder. 

The consent holder shall ensure that the Expert Panel: 
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(a) reviews the AEMP required by Condition 50 before it is submitted to the consent 

authority for approval; 

(b) reviews the monitoring results, programmes or reports required by the following 

conditions: 

(i) Condition 52 [water quality]; 

(ii) Condition 53 [periphyton and macroinvertebrates]; 

(iii) Conditions 54-64 [native fish]; 

(iv) Condition 65 [trout]; 

(c) before 31 December each year provides written reports to the consent authority detailing 

the results of the reviews undertaken in accordance with Condition 54(b). The reviews 

shall either: 

(i) confirm that the current monitoring, methodologies or mitigation programmes are 

adequate to achieve the objectives of the AEMP and to avoid, remedy or mitigate 

any adverse environmental effects of the scheme; or 

(ii) recommend changes or additions to any monitoring, methodologies or mitigation 

programmes, or to the operation of the scheme in order to: 

• achieve the objectives of the AEMP and any relevant condition(s), or  

• avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse environmental effects that have been 

identified by monitoring. 

Water Quality  

52. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction activities the consent holder shall 

conduct monitoring of water quality in the Mokihinui River at two sites, one downstream of the 

dam site as shown on the map attached as Figure 1 and a site approximately 200m upstream of 

the dam site. The water quality monitoring shall be undertaken for a one-year duration at 

monthly intervals. The water quality samples shall be analysed for dissolved reactive 

phosphorous (DRP), total oxidised nitrogen (TON), ammoniacal nitrogen (NH4), total dissolved 

nitrogen (TDN), total particulate nitrogen (TPN), total nitrogen (N), total particulate 

phosphorus (TPP), total phosphorus (TP), dissolved oxygen (DO), dissolved organic carbon 

(DOC), light absorbance at 340, 440, and 740nm, black disk viewing distance, pH, temperature, 
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electrical conductivity (EC), suspended solids (SS), and E.coli bacterial counts. The monitoring 

results shall be reported in the AEMP.  

Periphyton and Invertebrates  

53. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction activities the consent holder shall 

undertake baseline monitoring of periphyton and invertebrates, which shall be undertaken 

quarterly at three month intervals for at least two years. Each survey shall be undertaken at 

median flow or less than median flow where possible. Monitoring of periphyton and 

invertebrates shall be undertaken at four sites within the main stem of the Mokihinui River, 

with two controls sites as outlined below:  

(a) Upstream of Burke Creek  

(b) Upstream of Chasm Stream  

(c) Downstream of Chasm Stream  

(d) Within the river area to be inundated  

(e) Control site within each of the North and South Branches  

(f) Two additional sites in the South Branch (downstream of Goat Creek) for visual      

assessment of didymo only.  

 The monitoring results shall be reported in the AEMP.  

Native Fish  

54. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction activities the consent holder shall 

undertake monitoring of native fish populations including galaxiids, torrent fish, eels and 

bullies in tributaries at two locations upstream and two locations downstream of the dam site. 

The monitoring shall include:  

(a) monitoring of the standing stocks of native fish and recruitment of juvenile native fish 

biannually in March and October for a period of at least three years; and 

(b) monitoring of the timing and magnitude of the downstream migration of large sexually 

maturing eels between March and June for a period of at least three years.  

 The monitoring results shall be reported in the AEMP.  

55. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction activities the consent holder shall 

investigate and demonstrate the effectiveness of the methods to assist upstream migration of 

juvenile galaxiids (e.g., larvae) and juvenile and adult eels that can be implemented post-

construction of the scheme. The methodology shall be outlined in the AEMP, and the results 

and preferred method shall be reported within the AEMP to the consent authority for approval.  
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56. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction the consent holder shall undertake 

monitoring of the species composition of whitebait catch at the following locations for at least 

three years:  

(a) Mokihinui River near the mouth;  

(b) Mokihinui River near back peg;  

(c) Karamea River near the mouth;  

(d) Karamea River near back peg;  

(e) Buller River near the mouth;  

(f) Buller River near back peg;  

(g) Grey River near the mouth; and 

(h) Grey River near back peg. 

57. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction the consent holder shall monitor the 

galaxiid population at representative sites upstream of the dam site for at least three years. The 

purpose of the monitoring shall be to:  

(a) determine the standing stock and composition of the galaxiid population; and 

(b) obtain quantitative information on the numbers of galaxiid migrating upstream to the 

dam site.  

58. The consent holder shall include within the AEMP an outline of the results of the research 

undertaken in Condition 57. The consent holder shall determine the numbers of juvenile 

galaxiids to be transferred once the scheme is operative to sustain population levels upstream of 

the dam. This shall be set out in the AEMP. 

59. The consent holder shall ensure that assisted fish passage is designed to accommodate all 

galaxiid species likely to migrate upstream. 

60. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction the consent holder shall undertake 

research to determine the effect of the dam on the downstream migration of galaxiid larvae. 

This research shall form part of the AEMP and shall include but may not necessarily be limited 

to : 

(a) the timing of annual downstream migrations in the Mokihinui River; 

(b) the population size of annual downstream migrations in the Mokihinui River; 

(c) the effect of a lake environment on the success of downstream migrations; 

(d) the effects of passage through hydroelectric turbines and over hydroelectric dam 

spillways on the success of downstream migrations and viability of existing upstream 

galaxiid populations; and 
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(e) recommendations for mitigation, including optimization of spillway design to facilitate 

fish passage, to avoid adverse effects of the operation of MHP on downstream 

migrations, and to maintain the viability of existing upstream galaxiid populations. 

The consent holder shall include, within the AEMP, an outline of the results of the research 

undertaken in Condition 61. 

61. In the event that the investigations required by Condition 60 reveal that there is likely to be an 

adverse effect on downstream galaxiid larvae migration then the consent holder shall consult 

with the Expert Panel appointed in accordance with Condition 51 in order to arrive at a 

recommendation to the consent authority as to which of the following options shall be pursued:  

(a) Further investigation and data collection are necessary to validate conclusions;  

(b) Mitigation in order to offset any disruption to downstream migration of galaxiid larvae in 

the Mokihinui River including:  

(i) out of catchment galaxiid habitat enhancement;  

(ii) galaxiid habitat enhancement downstream or near to the dam site;  

(iii) galaxiid habitat enhancement upstream of the dam site.  

62. Subject to the approval of the consent authority the consent holder shall implement the 

measures recommended in accordance with Condition 61.  

63. The obligations set out in Conditions 61 and 62 shall not apply if the report findings in 

Condition 60 conclude that the scheme will not be significantly adverse to the downstream 

migration of galaxiid larvae and the viability of existing upstream galaxiid populations.  

64. The consent holder shall investigate options for enhancing inanga spawning habitat in the West 

Coast Region. These options will be reported in the AEMP and discussed with the consent 

authority.  

Trout 

65. Prior to the commencement of any in-river construction activities the consent holder shall 

research and monitor trout movement, patterns and abundance, angler success, use and 

satisfaction on the Mokihinui River for at least three years. The results of the research and 

monitoring shall form part of the AEMP.  

66. In the event that the investigations required by Condition 65 reveal that there is likely to be an 

adverse effect on the Mokihinui River trout population and associated angling amenity the 

consent holder shall consult with the Expert Panel appointed in accordance with Condition 51 
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in order to arrive at a recommendation to the consent authority as to which of the following 

options shall be pursued: 

(a) Further investigation and data collection are necessary to validate conclusions;  

(b) Mitigation in order to offset any significant effect on the trout population and associated 

angling amenity including:  

(i) provision of safe passage upstream and downstream of the dam; 

(ii) stocking; 

(iii) enhancement or construction of spawning areas downstream of the dam.  

Advice Note:  

 The term “in-river construction activities” excludes monitoring equipment and/or any 

necessary mitigation equipment outlined in Conditions 50 to 67. 

Habitat Enhancement and Predator Control  

67. Not less than three months prior to the commencement of construction the consent holder shall 

prepare a Habitat Enhancement and Predator Control Programme (HEPCP). The HEPCP shall 

be carried out in the areas shown on the attached maps marked as Figures 2 and 3. The purpose 

of the HEPCP shall be to enhance the productivity of threatened and other species by reducing 

the mortality caused by predators, and to enhance habitat elsewhere in the catchment unaffected 

by the construction and operation of the scheme. The purpose of the buffer zone (3,480 ha) 

shown in Figure 3 is to provide a less intensive form of predator control to buffer the more 

intensive 773 ha of predator control. The HEPCP shall be prepared in consultation with the 

Department of Conservation and submitted to the consent authority for approval and shall 

incorporate, but not be limited to the following provisions:  

(a) The objective of the Habitat Enhancement and Predator Control Programme shall be to 

protect and enhance habitat for species including blue duck, Powelliphanta snails and 

key threatened forest birds such as kereru and kakariki in the Mokihinui South Branch 

and Hennessy, Owen, Mountain and Granite Creeks. In assessing performance against 

this objective regard shall be had to the following targets:  

(i) To establish at least six new breeding pairs of blue duck on the Mokihinui South 

Branch and its tributaries within five to ten years of the programme commencing.  

(ii) To increase the average densities of Powelliphanta snails in the predator control 

area by 10% within ten years of the programme commencing.  
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(iii) To increase the average densities of kereru and kakariki (as indicator species) in 

the predator control area by 10% within ten years of the programme commencing.  

(b) Monitoring and investigation shall be undertaken using methods approved by the consent 

authority to determine the following:  

(i) Assessment of the existing blue duck population within the Mokihinui South 

Branch and Hennessy, Owen, Mountain and Granite Creeks and its likely 

productivity/breeding success. 

(ii) Assessment of habitat suitability for an increased blue duck population.  

(iii) Assessment of total lost productivity of blue duck in the Mokihinui Gorge arising 

from predation and other matters. 

(iv) Assessment of the Powelliphanta population within the Mokihinui South Branch 

(Forest Flats), by undertaking shell searches and nocturnal searches for live snails. 

(v) Assessment of the abundance of other key species of forest birds that are expected 

to benefit from the predator control programme and are likely to be living in the 

Mokihinui South Branch habitats.  

(c) Prior to commencement of construction the consent holder shall be required to prepare 

and implement a Predator Control Plan (PCP) as part of the Habitat Enhancement 

Programme. The purpose of the PCP shall be to protect and enhance habitat for species 

including blue duck, Powelliphanta snails and kereru and kakariki (as indicator species). 

The PCP shall include, but not be limited to:  

(i) details of pest species to be targeted by the PCP (this shall include rodents, 

mustelids, hedgehogs, possums and feral cats) and the methodology to be adopted 

to manage predators;  

(ii) details about the beech and rimu masting and monitoring required;  

(iii) details about the duration, location, type and frequency of trapping, and other 

forms of control including the management regime proposed for periodic checking 

of traps and baits; and  

(iv) details about the resources to be employed by the consent holder to successfully 

implement the PCP.  
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(d) The PCP shall include a suitable monitoring programme to establish whether the Habitat 

Enhancement Programme is successful in improving blue duck productivity and the 

Powelliphanta snail population over time in accordance with the targets outlined in (a). 

This shall include but is not limited to:  

(i) monitoring of live snail numbers within defined plots;  

(ii) methods to monitor blue duck populations;  

(iii) inclusion of monitoring of other threatened species that are expected to benefit 

from predator control; and 

(iv) details about the duration of monitoring required.  

68. Prior to the commencement of construction, the consent holder shall submit to the consent 

authority as part of the HEPCP a report prepared by an appropriately experienced expert 

detailing the results of the monitoring and assessment required under Condition 67. 

Terrestrial Ecology Management  

69. Not less than three months prior to the commencement of construction of the scheme the 

consent holder shall prepare a Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan (TEMP), which shall be 

submitted to the consent authority for approval. The purpose of the TEMP shall be to determine 

the approach to be adopted to manage construction activities with respect to terrestrial ecology 

affected or potentially affected by construction. The TEMP shall set out the approach to 

monitoring and mitigation that will be implemented by the consent holder related to the 

construction of the scheme to address the actual and potential effects of the construction 

activities on terrestrial vegetation and ecology.  

 The TEMP shall incorporate the following details:  

(a) A description of the terrestrial ecological values requiring management.  

(b) Timing and management of vegetation clearance (including consultation with the 

Department of Conservation about methods for the recovery of bats during vegetation 

clearance in the event that any bats are discovered). 

(c) Surveying of Powelliphanta snail, fern bird and kiwi distributions prior to any 

construction activities.  

(d) Timing and management of vegetation clearance to reduce effects on blue ducks in the 

gorge.  

(e) Details of weed species likely to be present, weed control and monitoring. 
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(f) Re-vegetation of all disturbed areas. 

(g) Control and monitoring proposed to reduce the effects of possum and vermin on 

rehabilitation.  

70. The consent holder shall ensure that as part of the TEMP required by Condition 69 the 

following is achieved:  

(a) A pre-construction weed check and spray of all gorse, broom and other weeds along the 

road from Seddonville leading to the dam site.  

(b) A pre-construction weed check and spray of all obvious stands of problem weeds at pole 

sites and along access tracks (within 50 m radius) along the transmission corridor.  

(c) Should monitoring as described in the TEMP show that blue duck breeding is successful 

in the season leading up to catchment clearance, the consent holder shall ensure that 

catchment clearance in the gorge is undertaken during winter (after May) to avoid any 

disruption of blue duck breeding in the gorge. 

(d) Searching for Powelliphanta snails within the footprint of transmission pole sites and 

proposed access tracks for transmission pole sites and the telecommunication sites prior 

to construction commencing along the transmission line corridor and telecommunication 

site.  

(e) Undertaking local surveys of kiwi and fern bird along the transmission corridor and any 

track development areas.  

Snails  

71. The consent holder shall ensure that the translocation of Powelliphanta snails from accessible 

areas where snails are at moderate densities, such as the dam and infrastructure area, is 

undertaken as required by the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan described in Condition 69 

and in accordance with any wildlife permit.  

Kiwi  

72. Prior to the commencement of construction the consent holder shall engage an appropriately 

qualified ecologist to undertake a kiwi listening survey within the footprint of the inundation 

area as required by the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan described in Condition 69. The 

purpose of this survey shall be to determine whether a breeding pair of kiwi exists and whether 

any mitigation shall be required to avoid any actual or potential adverse effects arising from the 

construction of the scheme.  
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Transmission  

73. Prior to the commencement of construction of the transmission line the consent holder as 

required by the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan shall consult with an appropriately 

qualified ecologist to:  

(a) identify those areas of high ecological significance within the transmission line corridor;  

(b) provide guidance as to the placement of poles and new access tracks within locations 

identified in (a) to avoid sensitive areas and minimise the need to cut vegetation under 

transmission lines;  

(c) confirm the presence of snails within the transmission line corridor by undertaking snail 

searches where the transmission line crosses the known habitat of Powelliphanta species;  

(d) to advise on the relocation of snails from proposed areas of disturbance within the 

transmission line corridor prior to commencement of construction;  

(e) define areas for pole platforms within the transmission line corridor occupied by great 

spotted kiwi and assist in the searching for nests along the route using a specially trained 

certified dog; and 

(f) provide guidance for the timing of construction along the transmission line corridor so as 

to ensure that construction occurs outside the breeding season of great spotted kiwi or 

fernbirds where these birds are known to exist (via on-site observations) in the 

immediate area; or methods for moving great spotted kiwis to temporary captivity prior 

to construction commencing.  

Natural Hazards  

74. The consent holder shall prepare an initial natural hazard register and undertake an associated 

risk evaluation with response strategies for:  

(a) the effect of lake inundation on general shoreline slope stability;  

(b) the effect of lake inundation on County Hill Rockslide stability;  

(c) rockfall induced lake wave effects; and 

(d) the effects of landslides upstream of the lake. 

Erosion Monitoring  

75. Prior to the commencement of construction of the scheme the consent holder shall prepare an 

Erosion Monitoring and Management Plan (EMMP), which shall be submitted to the consent 

authority for approval. The purpose of the EMMP shall be to describe the methods to be used to 

monitor the scheme’s effects on river-bed degradation and associated bank erosion between the 
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dam and the coast, and coastal erosion at the mouth of the Mokihinui River and along the 

adjacent coast. The EMMP shall include as a minimum:  

(a) Appropriate methods for monitoring bed levels, substrate size, and bank stability 

between the dam and the river mouth. The primary aim of the monitoring is to detect and 

mitigate potential adverse effects resulting from the scheme.  

(b) Appropriate methods for monitoring shoreline position and beach levels at the mouth of 

the Mokihinui River and along the adjacent coast. The aims of the monitoring are to 

determine the extent to which the scheme contributes to any acceleration of coastal 

erosion, to assist with planning appropriate mitigation measures, and to monitor the 

effectiveness of mitigation measures.  

(c) Appropriate methods for mitigating potential adverse effects resulting from the scheme 

on river bed-levels and bank stability.  

(d) Appropriate methods for mitigating the expected accelerated erosion of the coast around 

the Mokihinui river mouth.  

76. As required by the EMMP, pre-construction surveys of the lower river and the coast shall be 

undertaken by appropriately qualified experts, and include:  

(a) aerial photography of the coast in the vicinity of the Mokihinui River mouth and 

comparison with past aerial photography;  

(b) surveys of the shoreline position and beach profiles along the Mokihinui embayment, 

and of the shoreline position between Gentle Annie and Kongahu Points;  

(c) bed levels and substrate size grading surveys along the lower river, including the estuary; 

and 

(d) bank stability along the lower river, notably along the span of tidal reach used by 

whitebait stands; and along the lower 1 km of Stillwater Creek.  

77. As part of the EMMP, mitigation shall be identified and may include:  

(a) engineered structures, such as coastal revetments and groynes;  

(b) a planned response that would relocate threatened coastal assets and infrastructure 

landward of a buffer zone as an alternative to hard structures;  

(c) locating other gravel sources to meet existing needs of consented gravel takes from the 

Mokihinui River downstream of the dam structure; and 

(d) protecting eroding river banks on an as-needed basis using engineering measures. 

78. Prior to the commencement of construction of the dam the consent holder shall confirm to the 

consent authority which of the three options as outlined in the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the consent holder and the Mokihinui Ratepayers Association attached as Appendix 2 
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to the evidence of Mr Evans is to be implemented to mitigate the effects of the scheme on 

coastal erosion at the Mokihinui township. The consent holder shall also provide evidence of all 

necessary resource consents to enable that option to be implemented and maintained. 

 

CONSTRUCTION  

Environmental Construction Management Plan  

79.  The consent holder shall implement and adhere to the requirements of the Environmental 

Construction Management Plan required by Condition 10 at all times during construction of the 

scheme.  

Hazardous Substances  

80. Refuelling, lubrication, mechanical repairs and storage of hazardous substances or dangerous 

goods shall be undertaken in such a manner so as to ensure that spillages of hazardous 

substances or dangerous goods on to the land surface or into a waterbody do not occur. In the 

event of any accidental discharge of greater than 20 litres, the consent holder shall: 

(a) immediately take such action or execute such work as may be necessary to stop and/or 

contain such escape; and  

(b) take all reasonable steps to remedy or mitigate any adverse effects on the environment 

resulting from the escape; and 

(c) inform the consent authority within 24 hours of its occurrence and the steps taken, or 

being taken, to clean up the discharge, remedy any adverse effects, and prevent any 

recurrence. 

81. The consent holder shall adhere to the Spill Response Contingency Plan described in the 

Environmental Construction Management Plan required by Condition 10.  

82. All fuel, tankers or pumps on-site shall be suitably contained within an impervious surface.  

83. Bunds shall be positioned around the perimeter of fuel stores and buildings storing hazardous 

substances to capture spills. Clean-up equipment shall be maintained in a serviceable manner at 

each fuel store throughout the duration of the project. Bunds shall be able to accommodate 

110% of the volume of stored material. 

84. All contractors and/or operators transporting or storing more than 20 litres of fuel shall carry 

spill kits to enable immediate action to remedy and/or mitigate the effects of hazardous 
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substances discharges on-site. All contractors or operators transporting pozzalan shall ensure 

that this is transported in a sealed container. 

In-river construction works  

85. In carrying out any in-river construction works the consent holder shall:  

(a) keep the affected working area to a practicable minimum and ensure that all plant and 

machinery working in the river is cleaned so as to be free of weeds or pest plants prior to 

entering the water; 

(b) ensure that any reinstatement of works after floods are, as far as practicable, on the 

recession of the flood, while the river flow is still naturally turbid; 

(c) ensure that sediment losses to natural water are avoided where practicable and that silt 

control measures are in place; 

(d) ensure that all disturbed vegetation, soil or other material is deposited, stockpiled or 

contained to prevent the movement of the material so that it does not result in:  

(i) the diversion, damming or blockage of any river or stream; 

(ii) the passage of fish being impeded;  

(iii) the destruction of any significant habitat in a waterbody; or 

(iv) flooding or erosion;  

(e) ensure that the installation of culverts adheres to the Fish Passage Guidelines prepared by 

Boubee et al. 19991; 

(f) ensure that consented structures in the bed or banks of the river are stabilised and/or 

armoured to prevent scouring and erosion; and 

(g) ensure that the installation of in-river structures and associated river disturbances are 

implemented under the supervision of persons with appropriate experience in the 

supervision of in-river civil engineering construction works.  

Scheme Construction Earthworks  

86. In carrying out all earthworks the recommendations of Auckland Regional Council TP90 for 

control and treatment of stormwater runoff shall generally be adopted including the following 

measures:  

(a) Divert clean runoff around the construction area.  

��������������������������������������������������������
1 Fish passage at culverts : a review, with possible solutions for New Zealand indigenous species / Jacques Boubee [et al.]. 
Wellington, N.Z. : Dept. of Conservation, 1999. ISBN 0-478-21871-0 
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(b) Contain runoff from a worked site in a pond to settle sediment before discharge to the 

receiving stream or water.  

(c) The sediment retention pond shall be designed and sized appropriately.  

(d) Temporary silt or settling ponds constructed shall be designed to withstand a two-year 

return period storm event.  

(e) Provide protection against erosion and entrainment of further sediment at the discharge 

point. 

(f) Reinstate and re-vegetate any worked areas as soon as practicable following completion 

of earthworks. Where there will not be any works for more than six months, re-vegetate 

or use other means to minimise the potential entrainment of sediment.  

87. In carrying out earthworks relating to the construction of the dam and ancillary infrastructure, 

the consent holder shall ensure that the recommendations of Auckland Regional Council TP90 

for control and treatment of stormwater runoff shall generally be adopted including the 

following measures:  

(a) Divert clean runoff around the construction area.  

(b) Capture storm runoff from worked areas and treat in ponds prior to discharge to 

receiving streams or to clean water drainage channels.  

(c) Temporary silt or settling ponds constructed shall be designed to withstand a two year 

return period storm event.  

(d) Provide protection against erosion and entrainment of further sediment at the discharge 

point.  

(e) Keep the worked area to a practicable minimum, and reinstate as soon as practical 

following the completion of any work. 

(f) If blue ducks, fernbirds or kiwis are present, avoid all vegetation clearance and 

earthworks within 50 m of known habitats as far as practicable during the breeding 

season.  

(g) Keep the catchment area for any discharge point as small as practicable.  

(h) Keep machinery and haul roads out of flowing water (except as indicated below in 

Condition 88 relating to stream crossings).  

88. In carrying out earthworks relating to stream crossings (except for the river diversion and 

cofferdam construction and removal in the Mokihinui River), the following standards shall be 

adopted:  

(a) Keep work areas outside flowing water as far as practicable.  
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(b) If there is continuous flowing water, install a temporary culvert or other practicable 

method to convey base flows in the event that a haul road needs to cross the stream.  

(c) Construct stream crossings in stages so that there is always a floodway available outside 

the work area or via completed permanent structures.  

(d) Reinstate worked areas as soon as practicable following completion of the work.  

89. There shall be no discharge to the Mokihinui River during the construction of the scheme that 

may cause or result in any of the following after a zone of reasonable mixing at the downstream 

compliance point shown on the map attached as Figure 1: 

(a) A change in temperature of the water of more than 3oC.  

(b) Conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or floatable or suspended materials. 

(c) Conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity (except for the river diversion and 

cofferdam construction and removal).  

(d) Emission of objectionable odour.  

(e) Rendering of river water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals. 

(f) Significant adverse effects on benthic macroinvertebrates, trout, or native fish.  

Wastewater  

90. The consent holder shall ensure that any discharges containing treated wastewater on to land 

from facilities located at the powerstation are managed to ensure that:  

(a) the discharge is not within 50 m of any waterbody or 100 m of any well used for potable 

water supply;  

(b)  the wastewater system is designed with a minimum of 24 hours effluent retention time;  

(c) there is no ponding, flooding, runoff or surface breakout of effluent; and 

(d) no stormwater enters the system.  

91. The treatment system shall be designed to provide for even distribution of effluent to the entire 

filtration surface of the disposal field. 

92. The treatment system shall produce a secondary treated effluent quality equal to or better than 

the following standards prior to the effluent being discharged to land:  

(a) 20 g/m3 BOD5  

(b) 30 g/m3 Total Suspended Solids  

93. A lid must be provided on all treatment system units to allow access for maintenance purposes.  
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94. The wastewater system shall be installed, operated and maintained to the manufacturer’s 

recommendation. Copies of any maintenance reports required to be completed shall be 

forwarded to the consent authority on an annual basis. 

Transmission  

95. The construction of the transmission line shall be undertaken in accordance with the relevant 

provisions in the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 10 and 

the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan described in Condition 69 including the following: 

(a) The affected working area shall be kept to a practicable minimum and ensure that all 

plant and machinery is cleaned so as to be free of weeds or pest plants prior to entering 

the Ngakawau and Radcliffe Ecological Areas, the Stockton Plateau and the Denniston 

Plateau. 

(b) Not more than five depots are to be developed for storage of transmission line material, 

which are to be cleared and restored to natural conditions on completion of the 

transmission line.  

(c) Not more than 420 m of new road shall be formed in relation to the transmission line, 

with a width of no more than 5 m. 

96. Where practicable, transmission poles 46-73 and 120-150 shall be installed by helicopter.  

Dust Management  

97. The consent holder shall ensure that the dust mitigation outlined in the Environmental 

Construction Management Plan described in Conditions 10, 12 and 13 are adhered to during 

construction, and shall undertake appropriate dust mitigation measures where necessary at all 

worked areas to ensure that dust nuisance is minimised.  

98. The consent holder shall use all practicable means to ensure that the concentrations of nuisance 

dust attributable to construction activities do not exceed the Ministry for the Environment’s 

dust nuisance criteria of 120 µg/m3 as a 24-hour average for total suspended particulate, and 4  

g/m2/30 days above ambient for deposited particulate, at the notional boundary of any 

residential dwelling occupied by non-project personnel on another site.  

99. The consent holder shall ensure that dust arising from crushing, screening and transfer 

operations, and from the use of haul roads, is suppressed by the use of water sprays or other 
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methods outlined in the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in Condition 

10.  

Noise Management  

100. The consent holder shall adhere to and implement the noise management mitigation and 

methods contained in the Environmental Construction Management Plan described in 

Condition 10 at all times during the construction period. 

101. Noise from construction works shall be measured and assessed in accordance with the 

requirements of NZS6803:1999: Acoustics – Construction Noise (or subsequent standard). The 

consent holder shall ensure that construction noise from the scheme shall comply at all times 

with the requirements of NZS6803:1999: Acoustics – Construction Noise, (or subsequent 

standard) outlined in the Table 2 taken from the standard, below.  

 

Advice Note:  

 Short-term duration means construction work at any location for up to 14 calendar days. 

Typical duration means construction at any one location for more than 14 days but less than 20 

weeks. 
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 Long-term duration means construction at any one location with a duration exceeding 20 

weeks.  

102. Noise associated with regularly used helicopter landing areas shall be measured and assessed in 

accordance with the provisions of New Zealand Standard 6807:1994: Noise Management and 

Land Use Planning for Helicopter Landing Areas (or subsequent standard). The consent holder 

shall ensure that all noise emanating from helicopter landings will comply at all times with the 

requirements of NZS6807:1994 (or subsequent standard). The consent holder shall also ensure 

that all helicopter operations are conducted so that the limits in Table 1 of the NZS6807:1994 

(or subsequent standard) are not exceeded. 

103. All blasting shall be restricted to between the hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Sunday, 

and shall occur at set times during the day determined in consultation with the consent holder 

and Community Liaison Group established by Condition 46. The blasting shall comply with 

standards set out in NZS4403:1976 Code of practice for the storage, handling, and use of 

explosives (Explosives Code), or subsequent variation. 

104. The consent holder shall ensure that a programme of blasting times, as described in Conditions 

14 and 103, is notified publicly by way of a temporary notice erected at the road entrance to the 

construction area, and by a circular or public advertisement prior to any blasting taking place. 

The consent holder shall notify the consent authority of the blasting times. 

Light Spill  

105. The consent holder shall ensure that any light spill during construction does not exceed 10 lux 

at the boundary of the nearest residential property occupied by non-project personnel, and 

complies with the standard AS4282: Control of the Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting.  

106.  All lighting shall be hooded and reflectors are to be positioned downward and directed away 

from residences and the town of Seddonville as far as practicable. 

Neighbouring Properties  

107.  Conditions 97 to 106 shall not apply to the properties legally described as Sections 13 and 14 

Block XVI Mokihinui Survey District being all the land described in CFR 9A/268 Nelson 

Survey District and Lot 1 Deposited Plan 352012 contained in CFR 213334 Nelson Survey 

District. 
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Contaminated Sites  

108. Should the consent holder uncover a contaminated site, the consent authority shall be notified 

and the consent holder shall propose to the consent authority a method for remediation of the 

site. The consent holder shall implement the necessary remediation action to the satisfaction of 

the consent authority.  

Cultural and Archaeological Protocols  

109. The consent holder shall retrieve part of the historic steel trusses from the Iron Bridge located 

approximately at the confluence of the Rough and Tumble Creek and the Mokihinui River. A 

qualified archaeologist shall, in consultation with the New Zealand Historic Places Trust, have 

input into an appropriate design feature to be created from the steel trusses and positioned in a 

location approved by the consent authority.  

110. The consent holder shall arrange for the relocation of the Russell Crosses and memorial to an 

area along the Mokihinui Forks access track. The location shall be decided in consultation with 

the local community/descendants and approved by the consent authority.  

111. The consent holder shall ensure that any upgrade/relocation of the access track from 

Seddonville to Mokihinui Forks includes the provision of interpretive material to describe the 

historic pack track, the bridge and historic access up to Rough and Tumble Creek to Karamea, 

and interpretation of the significance at Seatonville. This interpretive material shall be approved 

by the consent authority prior to its erection.  

112. The consent holder shall ensure that the redeveloped access track from Seddonville to 

Mokihinui Forks includes appropriate interpretive material indicating that some sections of the 

original historic pack track through the gorge have been replaced. The interpretive material 

shall be approved by the consent authority prior to its erection.  

Advice Note:  

 An archaeological authority shall be obtained from the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 

prior to any disturbance of archaeological sites and the collection or relocation of any 

artefacts of historic significance, as required in accordance with the Historic Places Act 1993.  

113. In the event that any pounamu is accidentally discovered, the consent holder shall comply with 

the following requirements:  

(a) Report to Ngati Waewae’s Land and Environmental Portfolio Team Leader as soon as is 

practicable.  
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(b) Any artefact made of pounamu, discovered or found within the project area on land 

administered by the Department of Conservation, should be left untouched and notified 

immediately to both the local Department of Conservation Officer and Ngati Waewae’s 

Land and Environmental Portfolio Team Leader. If the artefact happens to be collected it 

should be handed directly to the local Department of Conservation Officer along with all 

information about the find and Ngati Waewae’s Land and Environmental Portfolio Team 

Leader is to be notified.  

(c) Any artefact made of pounamu, discovered or found on all other land within the project 

area, should be left untouched and notified immediately to the local regional museum, 

the New Zealand Historic Places Trust regional archaeologist and Ngati Waewae’s Land 

and Environmental Portfolio Leader. If the artefact happened to be collected it should be 

handed directly to the local regional museum along with all information about the find, 

and the New Zealand Historic Places Trust’s regional archaeologist and Ngati Waewae’s 

Land and Environmental Portfolio Team Leader are to be notified.  

(d) Any pounamu discovered, other than through authorised collection, cannot be removed 

without consultation with Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu and authorisation from Ngati 

Waewae.  

114. The consent holder shall ensure that if any artefact or historical, cultural or archaeological 

material (including any artefact), is found or uncovered whilst undertaking work authorised by 

this consent, the following shall be complied with by the consent holder:  

(a) Work shall cease immediately within a 50m radius of the artefact or cultural, historical or 

archaeological material.  

(b) Advice of the discovery shall be given, as soon as possible, to Ngati Waewae, the Project 

Archaeologist, and the consent authority.  

(c) No work shall recommence until 72 hours after advice has been given to iwi, the Project 

Archaeologist and the Historic Places Trust or agreement reached between the parties 

regarding appropriate protection measures, whichever is the sooner. 

Advice Note:  

 The location and reporting of any cultural artefact shall be in accordance with the Protected 

Objects Act and the Ministry for Culture and Heritage.  

 If any activity associated with the construction of the scheme (such as earthworks and planting) 

is likely to modify, damage or destroy an archaeological site, an authority from the New 

Zealand Historic Places Trust must be obtained for the work to proceed lawfully. In the event 

that an archaeological site is encountered during work, all works must cease on the site and the 
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New Zealand Historic Places Trust must be contacted as soon as possible. The consent holder 

is advised to consult with officers of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust regarding the need 

for any archaeological assessment of the site or archaeological authority prior to any 

earthworks or construction taking place.  

Traffic Management  

115. All traffic management measures associated with scheme construction shall be implemented in 

accordance with the Traffic Management Plan (TMP) required by Condition 34 and with the 

New Zealand Transport Agency Code of Practice for Temporary Traffic Management 

including:  

(a) If road closures or deviations are adopted then the effects on local traffic should be 

monitored in accordance with the New Zealand Transport Agency Code of Practice for 

Temporary Traffic Management to ensure no traffic hazards or excessive disruption are 

created.  

(b) The monitoring of the effect of dust on visibility along  the haul roads and public roads 

in Seddonville.  

(c) If traffic signals are installed at construction road/public road intersections, road safety 

audits and on-going monitoring will be required to ensure road safety is maintained and 

that excessive delays do not result in disruption to the public road traffic. 

(d) The management of vehicles associated with construction to travel at speeds not 

exceeding 50km/h through Seddonville.  

(e) Non-essential project trucks passing through Seddonville at night (10.00pm to 6.30am) 

shall be avoided. 

116. At the completion of construction an inspection of all roads affected by the construction of the 

scheme shall be undertaken by the relevant roading authorities and the consent holder. Any 

detected defects, directly attributable to the construction of the scheme will be repaired at the 

expense of the consent holder.  

Landscape and Rehabilitation  

117. The consent holder shall implement the requirements and methods set out in the Landscaping 

and Rehabilitation Plan required by Condition 42 during and where necessary post-construction 

of the scheme. All planting obligations shall be completed within 12 months following the 

completion of work on the stage for which planting is intended. 
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Health and Safety  

118. Prior to the commencement of operation of the scheme, the consent holder shall ensure that 

appropriate warning signs are placed at the intake, dam structure and powerhouse facility to 

ensure the public is aware of the inherent dangers, and to keep out.  

Recreation  

119. Prior to the commencement of operation of the scheme, the consent holder shall ensure:  

(a) the establishment of a boat launching ramp and jetty facility and associated infrastructure 

(including a car parking area and manoeuvring space) adjacent to the lake; and 

(b) a sealed car parking area is provided for recreational users accessing the Mokihinui 

Gorge. 

Development Contribution 

120. The consent holder shall pay to a fund administered by the Buller District Council a sum of 

$500,000, to be used for community purposes in the Mokihinui  Catchment. Payment of this 

contribution shall fall due at the commencement of in-river construction activities for the 

scheme. This contribution shall meet any obligation held by the consent holder to pay any 

financial contribution in terms  of s.108(2)(a) of the Resource Management Act 1991 and 

the Buller District Plan.  

Dam Safety and Surveillance Management Plan During Construction  

121. The dam structure shall be constructed in accordance with NZSOLD Dam Safety Guidelines, 

November 2000 (and any subsequent amendments). The guidelines include, but are not limited 

to:  

(a) engaging suitable designers, peer reviewers and specialists;  

(b) using appropriate quality measures to the design process;  

(c) selecting suitable contractors and applying quality assurance procedures for construction 

of the works;  

(d) assessing the flood hazard and providing adequate spillways and diversion facilities to 

manage this potential hazard;  

(e) assessing the seismic hazard and providing adequate defence against earthquake effects;  

(f) adequate investigation of the foundations and construction materials;  

(g) including appropriate foundation and abutment treatment and seepage control;  
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(h) establishing an appropriate dam surveillance programme advance of dam filling, and 

subsequent visual observations and monitoring against defined performance criteria 

throughout the operational life of the structure;  

(i) provision of an emergency action plan appropriate for High PIC dams; and 

(j) regular safety reviews of the dam (including any natural hazard identification) and water 

retaining structures.  

122. Prior to the commencement of operation of the scheme, commissioning procedures, operation 

and maintenance manuals and safety management plans which meet the recommendations of 

the NZSOLD Guidelines shall be prepared by the consent holder and submitted to the consent 

authority. 

123. The consent holder shall ensure that the dam and its appurtenant structures are constructed 

under the supervision of person(s) with appropriate qualifications and experience in the 

supervision of Roller Compacted Concrete (RCC) dam development. The nominated person(s) 

shall be onsite at all times during construction and relevant contact details shall be provided to 

the consent authority.  

Community Liaison Group and Complaints Procedure  

124. At all times during construction of the scheme, the consent holder shall establish and operate a 

Community Complaints Procedure as follows:  

(a) The consent holder shall have a clearly nominated and publicly communicated contact 

person within its own organisation or within one of its local agents for complaints during 

construction.  

(b) The consent holder shall establish a 24-hour complaints freephone number for the local 

community to call if they have any concerns regarding construction. The freephone 

number shall be advertised in the local newspaper prior to the commencement of 

construction and at regular (not more than fortnightly) periods during construction.  

(c) The consent holder shall maintain a log of all complaints received including the 

following: the date, time, complainant name and contact details, nature of the complaint 

including the cause and effect if known.  

(d) Where practicable the consent holder shall respond to complaints within 48 hours and 

shall log the action that it intends to take, or has taken, in response to the complaint.  

(e) The consent holder shall communicate with the complainant about all actions taken.  

(f) The consent holder shall document any other longer term actions to be taken.  
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(g) The consent holder shall present an incident summary (i.e. (b) to (f) above) to the 

meetings of the Community Liaison Group for review.  

(h) The consent holder shall make the complaints and response log available to the consent 

authority on an annual basis or as requested.  

125. The Community Liaison Group required by Condition 46 shall meet at a frequency and timing 

of its own determination, or at least once every two months during construction to address any 

feedback or complaints from the local community. 

Habitat Enhancement and Predator Control  

126. During construction of the scheme the consent holder shall implement predator control as part 

of the Habitat Enhancement and Predator Control Programme (HEPCP) in accordance with 

Condition 67. 

127.  Monitoring shall be undertaken in accordance with the HEPCP outlined in Conditions 67 and 

126, and shall include: 

(a) annual monitoring of beech masting;  

(b) monitoring of snails, blue duck and forest birds population numbers every three years; 

and  

(c) at the completion of each monitoring period outlined in (a) and (b) above, a review of the 

success of predator control in achieving its purpose of habitat enhancement and the 

targets outlined in Condition 67 shall be undertaken, and the need to modify the predator 

control methods shall be evaluated and the results reported to the consent authority.  

Aquatic Ecology  

128. During the construction period the consent holder shall implement the monitoring and 

mitigation regime as outlined in the AEMP as described in Condition 50. 

129. The consent holder shall, on a monthly basis, analyse water quality during the construction 

period at two sites, one downstream of the construction activities as shown on the map attached 

as Figure 1 and the other at a reference site established 200 m upstream of in-river construction 

activities. The analyses shall be provided to the consent authority and shall identify the 

folowing:  

(a) A comparison with the measurements made before the scheme in-river construction 

activities commenced in accordance with Condition 52. 
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(b) Comparison with measurements made outside the areas that could be affected by the 

scheme construction activities.  

130. During significant in-river works (excluding the construction or removal of cofferdams) the 

consent holder shall undertake additional measurements of water clarity at the downstream site 

compliance point outlined on the map attached as Figure 1. Water clarity shall be measured 

using the black disk method or other such similar method approved by the consent authority. 

The consent holder shall undertake readings before, during and after significant in-river works.  

131. The consent holder shall ensure that during and after significant in-river works (excluding 

construction or removal of cofferdams) the monitoring does not show a conspicuous change in 

water clarity (greater than 50%) between the sites upstream and downstream of the in-river 

construction activities at the compliance point shown on the map attached as Figure 1. This 

shall not apply in times of fresh or flood conditions in the river.  

132. The consent holder shall implement mitigation measures as described in the AEMP and related 

consent conditions to maintain sustainable levels of galaxiid, trout and eel passage during 

construction including:  

(a) provision of a diversion channel capable of providing passage for trout and eel; and 

either:  

(b) provision of a diversion channel capable of providing passage for galaxiids and elvers; or  

(c) implementation of preferred trap and transfer system as outlined in Condition 55. 

133. In order to prevent migrating adult eels from entering the penstocks during operation of the 

scheme, the consent holder shall install a screen with not less than 25mm spacing between each 

profile bar. The screen shall be designed and set sufficiently far from the penstoke intakes to 

prevent adult eels and other fish from being impinged against the screen bars.  

134. The consent holder shall ensure that appropriate provision is made to enable the safe 

downstream passage of migrating adult eels during river flows less than 150 m3/s once the 

scheme has been commissioned. 

135. The consent holder shall prepare a report to the consent authority on not less than an annual 

basis detailing the monitoring and mitigation undertaken during the construction period in 

accordance with the AEMP. 

Didymo  

136. The consent holder shall ensure that all plant and machinery used in the river during 

construction, that is to be moved to another water body not known to be infested with didymo, 
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is decontaminated in accordance with the guidelines provided by MAF Biosecurity New 

Zealand. 

Terrestrial Ecology  

137. The consent holder shall ensure that the mitigation outlined in Conditions 69 to 73, which 

forms part of the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan, is implemented and adhered to during 

the construction phase of the scheme.  

138. The consent holder shall ensure that the following methods are implemented as outlined in the 

Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan:  

(a) Provided the results obtained under Conditions 67 and 70 demonstrate a successful blue 

duck breeding season, vegetation clearance in that part of the gorge that provides habitat 

to the blue duck pair shall be undertaken in winter (May and June). 

(b) The translocation of Powelliphanta snails shall be undertaken from the dam site, staging 

area, and accessible areas of the inundation area prior to construction and inundation 

respectively.  

(c) The translocation of Powelliphanta snails shall be undertaken from transmission pole 

sites, the Stockton telecommunication site, and proposed new access tracks prior to 

construction of these facilities.  

(d) In those locations, where kiwis are found to be present, construction of the transmission 

corridor in those locations shall be timed to avoid the kiwi breeding season.  

(e) All disturbed areas around the dam and infrastructure site and transmission line 

construction locations shall be revegetated as soon as is practicable post-construction so 

that they ultimately achieve a full cover of native plant species, and that planting assists 

in ensuring erosion is controlled and slopes are stabilised.  

(f) Ensure vegetation supply contracts include quality and weed hygiene provisions and 

penalties.  

(g) Ensure that vegetation supply contracts use seeds and plants genetically sourced from the 

Mokihinui Gorge locality where appropriate.  

139. The consent holder shall undertake predator control around the staging area. The purpose of the 

predator control is to reduce the effects of predation on Powelliphanta snails and reduce the 

effects of herbivores on rehabilitation plantings. Rats, possums and stoats are to be controlled 

by intensive bait stations and kill trapping over an approximately 30ha area in the forests 

surrounding the staging area as shown in the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan. This 

obligation will be reviewed once the rehabilitation of the staging area is complete (to 
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approximately 90% cover), and may be discontinued with the written approval of the consent 

authority.   

140. The consent holder shall monitor, on a quarterly basis, predator numbers to assess the 

effectiveness of the predator control programme within the 30ha area around the staging area. 

The consent holder shall report its findings to the consent authority on an annual basis until 

such time as rehabilitation of the staging area is complete (to approximately 90% cover), and 

may be discontinued with the written approval of the consent authority. 

Monitoring Requirements  

141. The collection, analysis and preservation of all water samples collected shall be undertaken 

using Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater (18th Edition 1992), 

APHA, AWWA and WEF, or equivalent or superseding methods.  

142. All sampling shall be carried out by suitably qualified personnel. Analyses undertaken in 

respect of any water and biological monitoring under these consents shall be performed at an 

International Accreditation New Zealand (IANZ) registered laboratory, or in accordance with 

ISO 9001 accredited procedures or otherwise. 

Environmental Monitoring Report  

143. The consent holder shall prepare and submit an Annual Environmental Monitoring Report to 

the consent authority within 30 days of the anniversary of the commencement of these 

consents. The purpose of this report shall be to provide an overview of the monitoring and 

reporting work undertaken and any issues that have arisen with the construction of the scheme. 

The monitoring period in each report shall be for the preceding 12-month period ending two 

months prior to the anniversary of the commencement of these consents. As a minimum the 

Annual Environmental Monitoring Report shall:  

(a) summarise all the data collected as required under the conditions of these consents and 

management plans;  

(b) summarise any construction difficulties, changes or improvements undertaken;  

(c) summarise any difficulties in compliance with, and breaches of, the conditions of the 

consent and the measures adopted to remedy or mitigate adverse effects and avoid 

reoccurrence;  

(d) summarise any complaints received and any action taken by the consent holder to 

address the complaint; and  



�

Mokihinui Hydro Decision 31 March 2010 

75

(e) summarise any actions or initiatives proposed by the Community Liaison Group in 

response to complaints received or issues which have arisen. 

 

OPERATIONAL  

Dam Safety and Surveillance Management Plan During Operation  

144. The consent holder shall ensure that the dam structure is operated and maintained in accordance 

with NZSOLD Dam Safety Guidelines, November 2000 (and any subsequent amendments).  

145. The consent holder shall ensure that inspections and safety reviews of structures shall be 

carried out at intervals in accordance with the recommendations of the NZSOLD Guidelines. 

This includes, but is not limited to:  

(a) visual observations and monitoring; and 

(b) regular safety reviews.  

Community Liaison Group and Complaints Procedure  

146. The Community Liaison Group (CLG) created by Condition 46 shall meet for the first three 

years of operation of the scheme at least quarterly and thereafter at least once annually, or at the 

initiative of the CLG, post-completion of the scheme to address any feedback or complaints 

from the local community. This group shall continue for at least 10 years post-completion of 

the scheme, or until such time as the group decides to discontinue. 

147. The consent holder shall provide the CLG with a copy of the annual environmental monitoring 

report in accordance with Conditions 143 and 202. The reports shall be submitted to the CLG at 

the same time as they are submitted to the consent authority.  

Flow Conditions and Ramping Rates  

148. The consent holder shall ensure that the station discharge flow shall not be less than 16m3/s, 

except when inflows into the lake are less than 16 m3/s. During these periods the station will be 

operated so that the discharge to the river below the dam matches inflows to the lake as closely 

as practicable until such a time as a flow of 16 m3/s or greater is reinstated.  

149. The consent holder shall ensure that the generation discharge flow shall not be greater than 120 

m3/s, except when inflows are greater than 120 m3/s and when water is or would otherwise be 

passing over the spillway crest.  
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150. The consent holder shall ensure that the scheme operation is such that the station discharge 

flow shall accord with the following ramping rates:  

(a) During the summer months (15 November to 30 April inclusive):  

(i) For flows up to 32 m3/s, the rate of discharge may yield a flow that comprises a 

100% increase of the preceding flow. This increased flow must be held constant 

for a 45-minute period following the commencement of the increased flow 

discharge.  

(ii) For flows between 32 m3/s and 120 m3/s the rate of discharge may yield a flow 

that comprises a 100% increase of the preceding flow. This increased flow must be 

held constant for a 30-minute period following the commencement of the 

increased flow discharge. 

(b) Winter months (1 May to 31 August inclusive)  

(i) For flows up to 44 m3/s the rate of discharge may yield a flow that comprises an 

increase of 175% of the preceding flow. This increased flow must be held constant 

for a 45-minute period following the commencement of the increased flow 

discharge.  

(ii) For flows above 44 m3/s no ramping rate restrictions shall apply.  

151. The consent holder shall ensure that, between 1 September and 14 November inclusive, 

(whitebait season) power station discharge to the river downstream of the dam shall match lake 

inflows as close as is practicable.  

152. Notwithstanding Condition 151, during a grid emergency the consent holder may alter the 

outflow from the scheme during the whitebait season (1 September to 14 November inclusive). 

A grid emergency condition is defined to occur when an unplanned electricity grid event occurs 

(such as a generator or unit or Cook Strait Cable trip), equipment failure, or other unplanned 

event, (in accordance with the System Operator Guidelines for responses to changes in system 

frequency outside the band of 48Hz to 50.5Hz)2. If the System Operator Guidelines change or 

are updated, the consent holder may apply to change this condition pursuant to s.127 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991.  

153. For the purposes of determining compliance with Conditions 148 to 152:  

(a) The flow rate in the Mokihinui River immediately downstream of the dam structure shall 

be the sum of the recorded flows of the Mokihinui power station turbines, by-pass 

hydraulic structures including spillway and any ancillary flows.  

��������������������������������������������������������
2 Electricity Governance Rules, Part C, Schedule C3, Technical Code B, Paragraph  
8.1 & 8.2 
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(b) The instantaneous flow rate (in m3/s) shall be recorded at least every five minutes.  

(c) The average flow rate (in m3/s) over the previous one hour shall be recorded at least once 

every 60 minutes.  

(d) In the event that any instantaneous recorded flow rate under (b) above is less than the 

minimum flow rates in Condition 148 then the consent holder shall ensure that the 

subsequent one hour average flow rate starting with that five minute period complies 

with the minimum flow rate in Condition 148. This shall be deemed to constitute 

compliance with Condition 148.  

154. Notwithstanding Condition 153(d), any instantaneous recorded flow rate under Condition 

153(b) shall not be more than 20% less than the minimum flow rate specified in Condition 148.  

155. Condition 153 shall not apply during a grid emergency condition. A grid emergency condition 

is defined to occur when an unplanned electricity grid event occurs (such as a generator or unit 

or Cook Strait Cable trip), equipment failure, or other unplanned event, (in accordance with the 

System Operator Guidelines for responses to changes in system frequency outside the band of 

48Hz to 50.5Hz)3. If the System Operator Guidelines change or are updated, the consent holder 

may apply to change this condition pursuant to s.127 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

156. In the event where the power station may trip (shut down due to an electrical emergency) and 

the lake water is not discharging via the spillway, the consent holder shall ensure that 

downstream river flows will be maintained by discharge via the turbine bypasses.  

Lake  

157. The lake shall have an operating range of 3 m (RL 97.0 m – RL 100.0 m above mean sea level). 

158. The consent holder shall prepare and implement a programme for the first five years of 

operation of the scheme to monitor wind speed and direction at the dam site.  

159. For the first five years of operation of the scheme the consent holder shall: 

(a) undertake real time monitoring of dissolved oxygen and temperature in at least three 

locations within the lake at depths located below the spillway crest (at 100 m above 

mean sea level) of approximately 13 m, 20 m and 35 m;  

��������������������������������������������������������
3 Electricity Governance Rules, Part C, Schedule C3, Technical Code B, Paragraph  
8.1 & 8.2 
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(b) monitor Secchi disk depth and depth profiles of temperature, dissolved oxygen and 

electrical conductivity on a monthly basis at a site approximately 1km upstream from the 

dam; and 

(c) as part of the monitoring in (b) the consent holder shall collect four discrete water 

samples at depths below the spillway crest at 13 m, 20 m and 35 m.  

160. For the first five years of operation of the scheme the consent holder shall implement 

appropriate measures to ensure the water quality of the Mokihinui River achieves compliance 

with Class AE standards for dissolved oxygen and temperature as measured at a site within the 

tailrace outlet. This shall not apply in times of fresh or flood conditions. Methods and 

monitoring to achieve this include:  

(a) modifying the operating strategy, by increasing outflows very gradually after a prolonged 

period of low flow; or  

(b) by discharging through the bypass valve until sufficient water is flowing over the 

spillway to dilute the outflow.  

161. In the fifth year of operation the results from the monitoring undertaken in accordance with 

Conditions 159 and 160 shall be reviewed and reported to the consent authority as part of the 

AEMP. If seasonal anoxic conditions have not decreased sufficiently over the first five years of 

operation, the monitoring and mitigation strategies outlined in Condition 160 shall continue for 

an additional time period, to be determined by the consent holder in consultation with the 

consent authority.  

162. If the measures outlined in Condition 160 above fail to achieve satisfactory results as shown in 

the monitoring programme undertaken in accordance with Condition 161, then the consent 

holder shall take appropriate measures including, if necessary, installing suitable systems in the 

lake to ensure that the necessary water quality standards outlined in Condition 160 and the 

AEMP are met. 

163. The consent holder shall, as required by the AEMP described in Condition 50, undertake an 

annual surveillance of the lake to assess the arrival and establishment of macrophytes that could 

possibly develop to nuisance levels. Any potential nuisance macrophyte species shall be 

managed by diquat spraying as required.  

Wastewater  

164. The consent holder shall ensure that any discharges containing treated wastewater on to land 

from facilities located at the powerstation are managed to ensure that: 
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(a) the discharge is not within 50 m of any waterbody or 100 m of any well used for potable 

water supply;  

(b) the wastewater system is designed with a minimum of 24 hours effluent retention time;  

(c) there is no ponding, flooding, runoff or surface breakout of effluent; and 

(d) no stormwater enters the system.  

165. The treatment system shall be designed to provide for even distribution of effluent to the entire 

filtration surface of the disposal field.  

166. The treatment system shall produce a secondary treated effluent quality equal to or better than 

the following standards prior to the effluent being discharged to land:  

(a) 20 g/m3 BOD5;  

(b) 30 g/m3 Total Suspended Solids.  

167. A lid shall be provided on all treatment system units to allow access for maintenance purposes.  

168. The wastewater system shall be installed, operated and maintained to the manufacturer’s 

recommendations. Copies of any maintenance reports required to be completed shall be 

forwarded to the consent authority on an annual basis. 

Natural Hazards  

169. The consent holder shall monitor natural hazards on an annual basis and after specific events 

(earthquake, slips, high rainfall causing instability). The results of this monitoring shall be 

compared against the register prepared in accordance with Condition 74. The consent holder 

shall implement the mitigation or response strategy outlined in accordance with Condition 74 to 

address any potential adverse effects on the scheme arising from the natural hazard or event. 

The consent holder shall prepare a report outlining the monitoring and mitigation undertaken 

and shall submit that report to the consent authority on an annual basis or such longer time 

period as the consent authority may agree.  

Erosion Monitoring  

170. During the operation of the scheme the consent holder shall implement the river and coastal 

monitoring requirements as described in Conditions 75 to 78 and the Erosion Monitoring and 

Management Plan. This shall include but is not limited to the following: 

(a) Monitoring trends in mean river bed levels, bed surface armour development, flushing of 

surface sand patches, and any bank instabilities.  
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(b) Cross section surveys shall be undertaken once every five years or after floods exceeding 

a 10-year return period.  

(c) River bank erosion monitoring shall be undertaken once every five years, or following 

flood events where river bank erosion has occurred.  

(d) Coastal erosion monitoring shall be undertaken as follows:  

(i) Annual beach profiles (or swaths) at 500 m spacings alongshore between the rocky 

shore south of Miko and Gentle Annie Point, with the landward end-point marked 

with a permanent monument, spanning the wadable extent of the surf zone at low 

tide. Surveys to be done with RTK-GPS and/or using Terrestrial LiDAR to survey 

swaths of the exposed area of beach.  

(ii) Annual ground-based surveys of shoreline position (with ‘shoreline’ defined in 

terms either a beach-ridge toe or the toe of an escarpment that marks the edge of 

the vegetated backshore) using RTK-GPS.  

(iii) Photography and recording of beach sediment size across each profile.  

(iv) 5-yearly vertical aerial ortho-photography of the Mokihinui embayment and 

Gentle Annie to Kongahu Point shores (at low tide). 

(v) Continuous time-lapse photography of the river mouth area with a hill-side-

mounted digital web-cam, with image conversion to georeferenced, rectified 

images (i.e.map view).  

(vi) Documentation of flooding and erosion episodes in the river mouth area and 

adjacent shore due to coastal storms and/or river floods.  

171. At the same time as commissioning of the scheme the consent holder shall construct a 

revetment approximately 180m in length, beginning at the Mokihinui river mouth corner as 

shown on the plan attached as Appendix 6 to the evidence of Mr Reinen-Hamill. The consent 

holder shall also obtain all necessary consents to authorise the works and any subsequent 

maintenance, and shall be completed within 12 months of the commissioning of the scheme. 

172. In the event that monitoring undertaken in accordance with Condition 170 shows that safe 

pedestrian access along the shore between Gentle Annie and Kongahu Points has been 

compromised by erosion, the consent holder shall provide alternative access to enable safe 

pedestrian and stock beach access. Prior to the implementation of the alternative access, the 

consent holder shall consult with the consent authority and any directly affected land or asset 

owners and the Community Liaison Group, and shall obtain any necessary resource consents to 

authorise the works.  
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173. The consent holder shall in consultation with the consent authority relocate Gentle Annie Road 

further inward within the legal road reserve should the monitoring undertaken in accordance 

with Condition 170 show that the existing road is at threat from erosion. Prior to the 

implementation of mitigation measures the consent holder shall consult with the consent 

authority and the Community Liaison Group and shall obtain any necessary resource consents 

to authorise the works. 

174. Within 12 months of each regular or flood-triggered river bank survey the consent holder shall 

analyse the bed level, bed surface material and bank erosion data obtained in Condition 170 and 

prepare a report to the consent authority, and the New Zealand Transport Agency. The report 

shall include:  

(a) plots of cross sections;  

(b) down river profiles and time trends of mean bed level;  

(c) down river profiles and time trends of bed surface size grading statistics, including mean, 

median, D90 and sorting coefficient;  

(d) updated maps and notes on bank erosion cases, including location, span, and height of 

affected bank, interpreted failure process and cause and timing, degree of 

stabilisation/reactivation since last survey and any associated adverse effect;  

(e) a detailed investigation into naturally occurring events that might also be contributing to 

river bank erosion; and 

(f) an assessment of the degree to which the bank instability relates to degradation caused by 

the scheme and how much relates to the effects of natural processes including floods, 

rainstorms and earthquakes.  

175. In the event that the monitoring and report prepared in accordance with Conditions 170 and 174 

show a direct cause and effect relationship between riverbed degradation caused by the scheme 

and adverse effect on river channel infrastructure and bank side assets, the consent holder shall 

engage an independent peer reviewer to assist in identifying mitigation measures and the extent 

of work necessary to ensure that the mitigation is effective. The mitigation may include but is 

not limited to:  

(a) extension of State Highway 67/Mokihinui River Bridge pier footings;  

(b) bank-toe protection works;  

(c) check-dams;  

(d) asset relocation; and 

(e) compensation for loss of asset or riverbank land.  
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176. The consent holder shall implement the agreed mitigation measures in accordance with 

Condition 175. Prior to the implementation of mitigation measures the consent holder shall 

consult with the consent authority and any directly affected land or asset owners and the 

Community Liaison Group and shall obtain any necessary resource consents to authorise the 

works.  

177. At the same time as the commissioning of the scheme the consent holder shall implement the 

coastal erosion mitigation in accordance with Condition 78. In the event that a physical 

structure is required it shall be maintained for a period outlined in the evidence of Mr Reinen-

Hamill and completed within 12 months of commissioning of the scheme.  

Health and Safety  

178. The consent holder shall ensure that appropriate signage is erected in locations approved by the 

consent authority indicating the potential for sudden river rises downstream of the dam 

structure. 

Recreation  

179. The consent holder shall ensure that the existing Mokihinui Gorge Track is upgraded to a 

standard acceptable for pedestrian and mountain biking and is maintained for the life of the 

scheme. 

180. The consent holder shall maintain the boat ramp for the life of the scheme. 

Aquatic Ecology  

181. The consent holder shall implement the AEMP as outlined in Condition 50 for the duration of 

these consents.  

182. The consent holder shall review the success of the AEMP in achieving its purpose and 

obligations inherent in Condition 50 on an annual basis for the first seven years post-

completion of the scheme. Monitoring shall be undertaken via the methods outlined in the plan 

and the need for modification of the Plan including monitoring and mitigation, shall be 

reviewed and reported to the consent authority.  

183. The consent holder shall continue to monitor juvenille galaxiid and elver populations above and 

below the dam, for a period of seven years following completion of the scheme. The 

monitoring shall be undertaken biannually in March and October and the results shall be 

reported to the consent authority on an annual basis. 
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184. The consent holder shall implement, operate and maintain the preferred trap and transfer 

system as determined by Condition 55 to ensure effective upstream migration and survival of 

juvenile galaxiids and elvers.  

185. If the monitoring in Condition 183 shows that over five years juvenile galaxiids and elver 

populations show a statistically significant decline when compared with the baseline data 

collected in accordance with Condition 54 then the consent holder shall prepare a report in 

consultation with an independent peer reviewer to determine whether the decline is likely to be 

directly attributable to the scheme. The report shall be submitted to the consent authority.  

186. In the event that the monitoring in Condition 183 shows a statistically significant decline in 

juvenile galaxiid and elver populations, and in the opinion of the independent peer reviewer the 

decline is likely to have been caused by the scheme, the consent holder shall undertake the 

following actions: 

(a) Outline and assess methods for avoiding further reductions in juvenile galaxiid, larvae 

and eel and elver population numbers including where appropriate but not limited to:  

(i) implementing further or increased trap and transfer effort for upstream migration ; 

or  

(ii) habitat enhancement; and / or  

(iii) out of catchment mitigation for downstream migration of galaxiid larvae; and 

(iv) enhanced bypasses for downstream migration of eels. 

(b) The independent peer reviewer shall advise the consent authority on the adequacy of the 

methods proposed including a recommendation as to the most appropriate method for 

adoption.  

187. Subject to the approval of the consent authority, the consent holder shall implement the actions 

outlined in Condition 186(b) for a period of five years, at which time a review of the success of 

the mitigation shall be undertaken and the need for further mitigation or monitoring shall be 

identified and implemented.  

Advice Note:  

 In the event that significant declines are reported in less than a five year period then the 

consent authority may initiate a review under Condition 5.    

188. Subject to the approval of the consent authority the consent holder shall implement the trout 

fishery monitoring and/or mitigation in accordance with the outcome of the Expert Panel 

recommendation in accordance with Condition 51.  
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189. In the event that monitoring in Condition 188 demonstrates a net reduction in the trout fishery 

in either the upper or lower catchment, the same Expert Panel as in Condition 51 shall prepare 

and submit a report to the consent authority as to whether the decline in the trout fishery is 

likely or unlikely to be a result of the scheme.  

190. In the event that the monitoring in Condition 188 shows a net reduction in the trout fishery, and 

in the opinion of the Expert Panel the decline is likely to have been caused by the scheme, the 

consent holder shall:  

(a) Outline and assess methods for avoiding further reductions in the trout fishery in either 

the upper or lower catchment including where appropriate but not limited to:  

(i) implementing further monitoring; or  

(ii) mitigation including trap and transfer or creation of a trout hatchery; or  

(iii) habitat enhancement by creation of a spawning channel downstream of the dam.  

(b) The Expert Panel shall advise the consent authority on the adequacy of the methods 

proposed including a recommendation as to the most appropriate method of adoption. 

191. Subject to the approval of the consent authority, the consent holder shall implement the actions 

outlined in Condition 190(b) for a period of five years, at which time a review of the success of 

the mitigation shall be undertaken and the need for further mitigation or monitoring shall be 

identified and, if necessary, implemented.  

192. The consent holder shall ensure that the removable screen outlined in Condition 133 is in place 

at all times during the migrating season of adult eels (the period defined in the pre-construction 

monitoring).  

193. The consent holder shall ensure that downstream passage of migrating adults eels during flows 

less than 150m3/s is achieved in accordance with Condition 134. 

Habitat Enhancement and Predator Control  

194. The consent holder shall implement predator control as part of the Habitat Enhancement 

Programme in accordance with Condition 67. 

195. Monitoring shall be undertaken in accordance with the Habitat Enhancement and Predator 

Control Plan outlined in Condition 67 and shall include:  

(a) annual monitoring of beech masting; and  

(b) monitoring of Powelliphanta snails, blue duck and forest birds population numbers every 

three (3) years.  
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196. At the completion of each monitoring period outlined in Condition 195 a review of the success 

of predator control in achieving its purpose of Habitat Enhancement and the targets outlined in 

Condition 67 shall be undertaken and the need to modify the predator control methods shall be 

evaluated and the results reported to the consent authority.  

Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan  

197. The consent holder shall implement the requirements of the Terrestrial Ecology Management 

Plan as outlined in Condition 69 including any ongoing monitoring required to give effect to 

this management plan. 

198. The consent holder shall ensure that for the first two years following completion of the scheme, 

weed monitoring and, if necessary, spraying or removal is undertaken on a six-monthly basis 

along construction roads, disturbed areas and the riparian margin of the inundation area to 

ensure that target weed colonisers outlined in the Terrestrial Ecology Management Plan are 

controlled. Thereafter this obligation shall apply annually but can be discontinued if there has 

been no recruitment of weeds over four consecutive monitoring periods.  

199. The consent holder shall monitor the effectiveness of the weed control programme within the 

staging area and transmission pole sites on a six-monthly basis and report findings to the 

consent authority. Monitoring of weeds in rehabilitation areas shall be carried out until the 

vegetation has established a 90% cover or there has been no recruitment of weeds over four 

consecutive monitoring periods.  

200. Ongoing trimming of the vegetation along the transmission route shall be undertaken without 

additional roads or tracks being installed. At the completion of trimming of the vegetation 

along the transmission route, weed monitoring and, if necessary, spraying or removal of weeds 

shall be undertaken as per Condition 198.  

201. The consent holder shall monitor the effect of animal pest species within the staging area on a 

six-monthly basis. If over a period of two years the residual trap catch assessment increases to 

greater than 3% for possum and 5% for rats and other vermin then the consent holder shall be 

required to implement suitable additional pest control as approved by the consent authority. 

Environmental Monitoring Report  

202 The consent holder shall prepare and submit an Annual Environmental Monitoring Report to 

the consent authority within 30 days of the anniversary of the commencement of these 

consents. The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of all monitoring and reporting 

completed and any problems with respect to the operation of the scheme. The monitoring 
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period shall be included in each report shall cover the preceding 12-month period ending two 

months prior to the anniversary of the commencement of these consents. As a minimum the 

annual Environmental Monitoring Report shall:  

(a) summarise all the data collected as required under the conditions of these consents and 

management plans;  

(b) summarise any operational difficulties, changes or improvements undertaken;  

(c) summarise any difficulties in compliance with, and breaches of, the conditions of the 

consent and the measures adopted to remedy or mitigate adverse effects and avoid 

reoccurrence;  

(d) summarise any complaints received and any action taken by the consent holder to 

address the complaint; and  

(e) summarise any actions or initiatives proposed by the Community Liaison Group in 

response to complaints received or issues which have arisen.  

Operational Noise  

203. The consent holder shall ensure that noise from the operation of the scheme does not exceed the 

following standards, measured at any point within the notional boundary of any dwelling.  

(a) Monday to Friday 8.00 am to 11.00 pm 55 dBA, L10  

(b) Saturday – 8.00 am to 6.00 pm 55 dBA, L10  

(c) All other times including public holiday 45 dBA, L10 

(d) Lmax 75 dBA 

(e) Sound levels shall be measured in accordance with New Zealand Standard 6801:2008: 

Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with the provisions of New Zealand 

Standard 6802:2008: Accoustics – Environmental Noise.  

Monitoring Requirements  

204. The collection, analysis and preservation of all water samples collected shall be undertaken 

using Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater (18th Edition 1992), 

APHA, AWWA and WEF, or equivalent or superseding methods.  

205. All sampling shall be carried out by suitably qualified personnel. Analyses undertaken in 

respect of any water and biological monitoring under these consents shall be performed at an 

International Accreditation New Zealand (IANZ) registered laboratory or in accordance with 

ISO 9001 accredited procedures or otherwise. 
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Figure 1: Downstream compliance monitoring site 

Note: Red circle indicates approximate location of water quality monitoring site, 300 m downstream 

of discharge point from proposed construction activities. 
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Figure 2: Habitat enhancement and predator control area in the Mokihinui South Branch 

Note: The forest flats area outlined in red is 773 ha. The total area of the of the four creeks and the 

Mokininui South Branch outlined in blue is 1,560 ha 
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Figure 3: Buffer zone around 773 Ha predator control area in Mokihinui South Branch 
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