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Mokihinui River
consents RCO7150/1 — RCO7150/%

Tnundation Areg
consents RCO7150/7 — RCO7150/8

Staging Area
consants RCO7150/9 -~ RCO7150/10

Substation and Transmission
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Earthworks and Vegetation
consents RC07150/14 - RCO7150/198 =

General Construction
consents RCO7150/20 - RCO7150/23 =

Access Roads, Waltking Tracks and Recreational
Activities
consents RCO7150/24 - RCO7150/26 =




Bukller District council consents

Bufler District Plan - Relevant Resource Conssnt Applied For:
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tleridion Energy Limited sesks o extend the statutory iapsing period for all the above resourne
cotisents w10 vears.

Our Background and Interests: We are tangata whenua living on the Te Tai o Poutini. We
have whakapapa connections from our ancient tupuna onto Tuhuru and his eldest child
Nihorere to the awa Mokihinui, We regularly tramp and re-create in our rohe and enjoy the
natural connectedness of this place.



Submissionon AEE Rev V2:

AEE 1.2 WB commends the applicant for its broad consideration of alternative energy
generation and conservation beyond the scope of this application.

Though the 100000 tons of concrete, 1.38 million tons of concrete aggregate, and
associated lake inundation areas and vegetation clearances add up to a large carbon
foot print.

AEE 1.3.2: Physical Foot Print please confirm the context of the claimed foot print of
380ha, It is our view that the project footprint will be the entire lake, Dam and Power
House structure and catchment below the dam affected by varying river flows and
sediment constraint into the local coastal zone. This will very likely impact on coastal
erosion patterns creating a more reflective footprint of over 1000ha.

AEE 1.4.2:
[l desmed Stewardship Land {approe. 2231hal Stewardship Lared is maniaged for the grotectionn
of its matural and historic ealuss bt bas no special protection status;
The land required though stewardship designation and of no specific designation has
no lesser conservation value by virtue of that than any other conservation land refer:
Conservation act 1987.
» Stewardship area means a conservation area that 1s not—
o {(a) A marginal strip; or
o (b) A watercourse area; or
o {(c) Land held under this Act for one or more of the purposes described in
section |18(1) of this Act; or
o {(d)Land in respect of which an interest is held under this Act for one or
more of the purposes described in section ] §( 1) of this Act:

That the area under application is not gazetted anything else does not mean it is not, it
has not yet been assessed for such gazettal.

Minister may confer additional specific protection or preservation requirements
« (1) Subject to subsections (2) to (4) of this section, the Minister may, by notice in
the Gazette describing the land concerned, declare any land or interest in land, held
under this Act for conservation purposes to be held for the purpose of a
conservation park, an ecological area, a sanctuary area, a wilderness area, for any
other specified purpose or purposes, or for 2 or more of those purposes; and,
subject to this Act, it shall thereafter so be held.

AEE 1.4.3 Generation capacity for West coast: this debate is somewhat spurious given
the fact that the charged grid acts like a net with pressure points at demand node points.
Accepting mostof the SI power goes from the southern hydro generators to the Bluff
smelter and the north Island when available the West coasts proposition is not large as a



% of the whole and transmission. Losses are mevitable over a grid distribution system
with a small number of large generation sources meaning power will consistently flow
around the grid. The grid is being upgraded to relieve the pressures on it and any power
generated at Mokihinui will be available to the entire grid.

AEE1.4.4: Transmission line: This will run across some magnificent wild landscape
mcluding ecological area, requiring significant vegetation clearances of 200m and road
forming.

(Is the amount of new tracks quoted in 3.3.6 at 420metres correct, please confirm)
Though some of it 1s modified landscape due to opencast coal mining, much of the
Waimagaroa area is of prime outstanding landscape recommended for protection under

the Ngakawagh PNA programme report and excellent tramping country, where kiwis can
be herd in the wild.

AFE 4.7. Landscape and natural character:
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WPW would dispute this assessment as it is these very remote undeveloped aspects that
increase its value to the New Zealand cultural landscape setting. To use this to devalue
the landscape 1s wrong. The area is well known and its remoteness inspires challenge and
adventure among us.

AEE 4.7.1 Mokihinui Gorge:
WPW supports this assessment and it is this constrained entry to more open country
above the gorge that defines the beauty and wildness of this place.

Refer West Coast CMS'
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“tear iz ite Ay propoiors. This resulie faom the steep and namow wallsy that & “lows trsugh, The
migh mourtains on either 2 de conwblie to this efiest. “he narme will of the vver evphassss fhe
nrzed nalire of the gangs.
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WPW contends: The improved access resulting from the lake will threaten the
recreational wild land values expressed in the CMS and valued by our members.
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WPW supports the maintenance of the track / route network, much of it is of high historic
recreation value and is considered in the CMS:
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AEE 4.8 Public Access and Amenity: WPW supports this view, but would dispute
whitebaiting being the main activity, given its seasonal nature, as being the main
recreational activity.
The main recreational use of the KMoekihinui River /s whiteliaiting (below the SHSET rigge). Thers is
alse some whitesvatsr kayaking and rafting, angling, moustain biking, hueting aad Famping in ke
Makihingi River ansa.
All aovities renuire 3 high lever of parsongt commitmant and advanced planming wiher they oo
alove he dam site. This is due to the pawr quality of the access tack on the tree lsit bank IMokikinw
teoma CTraek Road end, which is poorly formee and mainiainsd. Rock &ils

Rivar Track} fom the Wel
Pave made the rack dangsrous. and i places the track s gippery when it mains.

Though the effects on whitebaiting by the proposal may be significant the degradation of
the other outdoor recreations are also significant.



AEE
6.10 Recreation and Public Access
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£.10.1 Recireation Effects
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Biusiness opoorhanty with the sreatiar of ancther
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The remote or wilderress fishery above The Fodks, in the upper catehrrent may Mave sations|
significanes for angling. There will e ess fan nuricr adversze mfm'.zs ah this area.
WPW does not support the premise above. The tramping in the area is of National
significance and by virtue of its remoteness and challenging aspects this significance is
enhanced.

The more of these areas that are modified generates a cumulative negative effect on our

recreational heritage values and experiences. This natural area is nationally significant to
tramping as attested by the numerous letters and campaigns to protect it from such severe

modification.



8,102 Public Access
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WPW does not support this premise above: not only will the dam construction phase
deny access for 3 years, when completed the values people visited the area for will be
largely under water. Sure the access to the new lake filled valley will be there, but we
have plenty of these already created by earthquake slips.It is the significance of the gorge
and the cha]lenge described as dangerous in places, like many of our roads we continue
to use and enjoy.

AEE
6.10.3 Actual of Potential Banefits

Opporunizes which coult be provices by the new lake ang
sihade:

walkng track propossd with the KHF

»  Soheneed pedestrian and rodriain xing access aleryg the Maekihinui River Track fvhich is
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ANy NECEREATY AREToYAS).

WPW does not support the premise of enhancement as described above:
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Certainly some new activities will be available in the place of the current gorge, but these
are contrived, engineered and available at other sites, including the sea nearby.

Many of these activities could be provided now if there was a will and funding to do so.
This another example of the environment justifying and funding its own modification via
a so called improvement, an improvement that in effect is not real but engineered, “build
it and they will come™ supposition. Qur countries natural inherent values are a draw card
the world over to constantly and irrevocably remove them is not sustainable behaviour,
but document of decline.

WPW would like to see far more mitigation than just providing a little more than what is
there now in the way of pedestrian recreation plus a sheet of flat water lake. The lake it’s
self and associated motorised noise will present a real loss of natural values.

West Coast Regional Policy Statement:

WPW is of the view that this lack of sustainability of the proposed scheme is contrary
to provisions within the RMA and RPS (West Coast Regional Policy Statement 2000)
including;

14.1 Recognise the importance of an adequate supply of energy resources for the
needs of people and communities on the West Coast, provided that this is not
inconsistent with other policies in this RPS.

14.2 Promote sustainable monagement and efficient use of energy within the region.

Many of our homes are the coldest and least healthy in the country, surely we would
be better to invest in their energy conservation and distributed solar hotwater and PV
generation, reducing demand on the grid and our finite valleys.

14.3 Cooperate with any crown initiatives and policies where practicable, that seek to
promote greater energy conservation, efficient and use of renewable energy sources

including the governments Voluntary agreement Scheme for net veduction of CO2
emissions.

WPW also has concerns that the amount of natural and modified forest and vegetation
cover required to be removed or inundated. This is of an amount that will permanently
impact on net CO2 sinking and this has not been accounted for as has the whole
carbon content of the project. Refer www.dams.org

11



Heritage: WPW also has concerns that the proposal has issues in relation to the
degradation of heritage aspects of the sidle tracks.

In Whanau Barbers view

The application is not consistent with Heritage Objective 6 of the West Coast RPS.
Objective 6: To Avoid, remedy or mitigate actual or potential adverse effects on
resource use, development or protection on heritage and archaeological sites and
values that contribute to the West Coast’s distinctive character and sense of identity.
Heritage Policy 6

6.1 Promote the identification and protection of heritage values of the region, which
include the following:

a) Archaeological site;.

b) Places or areas of special historical, cultural or architectural interest or
significance;

¢) Places or areas of intrinsic, recreational or amenity value of visual appeal;

Matters to be considered when considering heritage places or sites include:

a) The extent to which the place reflecis important or representative aspects of
New Zealand history;

b) The level of association of the place with events, persons or ideas of
importance in the history of the (district / region);

¢) The importance of the place to Poutini Neai Tahu

d) The level of community association with, or public esteem for, the place;

e) The potential of the place for public education;

B The level of technical accomplishment or value, design of the place including
the rarity of technical accomplishment or design;

g) The symbolic or commemorative value of the place;

h) Whether it is an historic place known to date from early periods of the districts
settlement i.e., such items are likely to be included in the schedule;

i) The rarity of the type of historic place;

J) The extent to which the place forms a key part of a wider historical and
cultural complex or historical and cultural landscape.

1. The outstanding concerns that WPW has about the proposal can be summearised as
follows:

* The impacts on the mauri of the awa as a result of dam blockage to the waters,
mata, tuna and maunga gravels reaching the oceans to replenish the coastlines
and mitigate already hazardous erosion.

» Tailrace generating flows: WPW has concerns that the frequent daily effects on
the Mokihinui awa down to the mouth of the awa will be more than minor and

12



the protection of the kaiawa and recruitment of native fish and erosion of islands
and banks is of concern.

» Use of Cultural Health Index: WPW would like the Mokihinui assessed using
this regime in its current state and under any proposed regimes prior to granting
consents re flow regimes. This is a recognised method by both tangata whenua
and MfE. The awa is frequented by fishers along much of its length, and effects
of the fishery ,manu, and natural character from the mountains to the sea using
the CHI needs to be undertaken in order to satisfy section 6 of the RMA.

» Natural Character: WPW has concerns that the natural character of the valley
systems including the artificial lake will be negative, to offset this WPW respects
the applicants vocalised intention to reforest. Details and this should be
conditional on the granting of the consents provided it can be shown that this
can mitigate the natural forest loss. The Landcare report indicates that this is not
likely.

¢ Heritage: The natural channel and ara / track is of high heritage value, WPW
WPW is concerned that the natural navigable nature of the channel will be lost
and the heritage trail will be inundated.

o Draft Social Impact Assessment Report:Taylor & Bains March 2008: WPW are
concerned the impacts on tangata whenua, mataawaka (maori) are not
mentioned in this report. We would have liked to have been consulted on the
cultural social issues of the MHP.

» Impact on Soil Heath: WPW would like to see how this may be impacted due to
the construction works and has concerns that both this and water levels may
have detrimental affects on soil health.

. MHP in its present form, fails to promote the sustainable management of natural

and physical resources(as required by section 5 of the Resource Management Act
1991 (RMA)).

. More gpecifically in relation to section 5, the proposal as it presently stands will:

* Not manage the use, development or protection of natural and physical
resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables the people and communities of Te
Tai o Poutini to provide for their social, economic and especially their hau ora
well being and for their health and safety (seismic and coastal erosion issues); ref
The regional coastal Plan for the West coast lists the coast adjacent to the



Mokihinui as CHA 2 — Coastal Hazard Area 2, threatened by beach erosion. The
MHP will limit maunga gravels reaching the coast thereby exacerbating this
coastal hazard. This requires mitigation or avoidance.

Be unable to sustain the potential of natural and physical resources to meet the
reasonably foreseeable needs of future generations (section 5(2)(a) of the RMA);

Be unable to effectively safeguard the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil,
and ecosystems (section 5(2)(b) of the RMA); (refer: Landcare Report)

Fail to effectively avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of the proposal
on the environment (section 5(2)(c));

4. In addition, it is the view of WPW that, at present, Meridian has not satisfactorily
recognised and provided for:

The preservation of the natural character of Mokihinui Awa and its margins
affected by the MHP throughout its length including into the coastal zone and
the protection of it from inappropriate use and development (section 6(b) of the
RMA);

The protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant
habitats of indigenous fauna, taonga species (section 6(C) of the RMA); (Ref
Landcare report).

The relationship of WPW and their culture and traditions with their ancestral
lands, water, sites, wahi tapu and other taonga (section 6(e) RMA); and

The protection of historic heritage from inappropriate use and development
(section 6(f)). (The coastlines and landforms).

WPW wishes to be heard at any Local Authority hearing or meeting in relation to this
application.

Wheana v, %m WO Wy QQBV
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