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Buller Port Services Ltd
Harbour Office
Palmerston Street

PO Box 335, Westport

BULLER PORT SERVICES LTD sk SRR,

) ’ ; \ W% Fax: +64 3 789 6269
Email: westportharbour-nz@xtra.co.nz
Website: www.westportharbour.co.nz

Submission in Support of Proposed Meridian Hydro Electric Dam on Mokihinui River.

Buller Port Services Ltd 17 April 2008 : Support is offered for the complete proposal.

Reasons for Making the Submission.

The view of Buller Port Services (BPS) as the operator of the Westport Port and Harbour, is that the
Meridian Energy proposal will be a significant factor to ensure the retention of key industry in the region.
As the operator of a strategic resource for the region, BPS are a company reliant on product for export
and import via the port. This product is currently supplied by Hoicim NZ and Solid Energy NZ and there
have been enquiries from other producers, in particular coal producers, expressing interest in exporting
product via the port. Each of these industries are reliant on electrical energy and are relatively
significant users.

The Meridian Energy proposal addresses two issues that impact on business decisions and impact on
decisions made re potential future industrial development. The first issue is security of supply, a factor
key to allowing any industry to operate efficiently. Supply disruption to local business has in the past
been an issue with outages along the transmission link. Currently at peak periods this supply can be
delivered via a link from the North Island. Losses on transmission from this link have reportedly been as
high as 50% and with a local supply the expectation is that these losses will be minimised and the
supply risks will be largely negated.

Supply limitation is an issue that is a major factor in industrial expansion decisions. Whilst not appearing
to affect anything at present, the proposal future proofs industrial development with the provision of the
additional electrical capacity. Restrictions in transmission lines at present limit the potential expansion
of business in the region. With an increased capacity and supply, business will be able to comfortably
plan for expansion. Indeed, this | understand is a major factor in Holcim NZ's potential plans for
expansion in Westport, possibly within the next 5 years.

The BPS view is that having a reliable electricity supply will encourage the existing industries to remain
in the region and additionally be an incentive for further industry to locate to our resource rich region.
Port business may thus be retained or even expanded.

A further point in support relates to that of employment in the region. BPS currently rely on only two
local options particularly for engineering, with some business having to be completed with engineering
operations in Nelson or Christchurch. With the Meridian Energy proposal, it would be assumed that
engineering operations could expand locally thus presenting more options locally for our own
engineering requirements. This would certainly be less expensive than the way BPS currently operate.

As an environmentally conscious business operation, Buller Port Services support the proposal utilising
NZ's renewable resources and its alignment with NZ's Energy Strategy. In the literature supplied thus
far, Meridian appear to be a respectable company with good values and a proven track record in this
type of development. At this point, it is to be noted that the level of community consultation has been
well accepted.

A member of the Holcim (New Zealand) Limited Group.



