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TO:THE WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL  Copy to:

Meridlan Energy Limited
PO BOX 66 PO Box 2454, THE WEST CONST
GREYMOUTH Christchurch. PH: 0508 8000 118

L. Fax: (03) 768 7133
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Applicant: Meridian Energy Ltd
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(Please print clearly} Title: Mr  Mrs Miss Ms (Please circle the appropriate tite(s) or write below)

My/Our Full Name(s): EoiTh < aRoLy  SMITH

Postal address: 2 o Box 46O HECE%VED
2 8 Ari 2008
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REGIONAL COUNCIL
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I/we support the application numbers ticked on the back of this form D (tick one)
Zwe oppose the application numbers ticked on the back of this form 0~

The reasons for my/our submission are as follows (further information attached (tick for yes) O0)
[State in summary the nature of your submission, giving reasons]
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I/we wish the consent authority to make the following decision [Give details, including the nature of
any conditions]
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your submission concerns.

Use the tick boxes below to indicate the resource consent applications

4/we make myy/our submission concerning all the

resource consent applications below tz(’( tick)

My/our submission anly COncerns the resource applications ticked betow O (tick)

1/we wish to be heard in support of my/our submission

I/we DO NOT wish to be heard and hereby make my/our subralssion in writing only O

Signature(s): __ 5t ~Frrredal .

LJ <3 T A

o (tick one)

I Date: 22 L ©OF

IF this i5 @ joint submission by 2 of more individuals, each Individual’s signature I required)

1jwe have served a copy of my/aur submission on Meridian energy Limited as per Section 96{4) of the RMA LA ticky

Consent List

Mokihinul River
consents RCO7150/1 — RCO7150/6 o

Inundation Area
consents RC07150/7 - RC0O7150/8 o

Staging Area
consents RC07150/9 — RC07150/10 o

Substation and Transrission
consents RCO7150/11 — RCO7150/13 o

Earthworks and Vegetation
consents RC07150/14 — RCO7150/19 o

Genera! Construction

consents RC07150/20 — RCO7150/23 o

Access Roads, Walking Tracks and Recreational

Activities

consents RC07150/24 — RCO7150/26 O
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Edith Smith

P O Box 460
ASHBURTON
20™ April 2008

West Coast Regional Council
P O Box 66
GREYMOUTH

SUBMISSION ON THE MOKIHINUI RIVER HYDRO PROPOSAL BY MERIDIAN ENERGY

The Ashburton Branch of the Royal Forast and Bird Protection Society represents over 200
members who support the nationwide organisation and its mandate to sacure protection for
New Zealand’s natural scenery and landforms and native species and habitats and

acosysterns.

We oppose Meridian Energy’s Resourca Consent application to create a hydro davelopment
proposal on the Mokihinui River ity its entiraty. _

Reasong.
Historical: Meridian investigations to develop the Mokininui River follow studiag dating back

to the 1960s .
Public opinion and vaiues about {oss of netural features has changed considerably since
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ihen. Meridian should surely have been aware of the current widely held attitude which highly

values New Zealand's natural history and by ignoring this the company is acting in a
provocative manner.

People History: Today human habitation mekes continuing impacts on its own history and
we see many important and especially local and regional features, lost. The Mokihinui Valley
has its own history involving its own people who spent time there. The Maori and miners
and early visitors have had their own urique connection with thé Mokihinui and this must be
acknowledged and valued. :

Sustainability: Meridian's sustainability policy is a cornerstone to their operating philosophy
yet they do not seem to apply sustainability to New Zealand's natural history, It seems very
contrary to embark on such a project with sustainability supposedly hald in such high regard
when a special place of nature ,landscape and higtory will be lost to all New Zealanders.
Meridian argue that they apply the sustainability philosophy to power production. On the
Waest coast coastal wind power could provide local West Coast neads. it would be good to
see the research into this before proceeding with the Mokihnui Dam.

Other sustainable power production Meridian couid pursue is solar and tidal energy.

River Flows: Meridian states that 18 cumecs will be sufficient to maintain a healthy river
when the river flows on average at 90 cumecs. Where does the Govemment Sustainable
River policy recommend reducing a river flow by such a dagree. It suggests that Meridan is
unaware of the Policy or is paying it scant ragard.

This huge loss can only degrade the natural features of the Mokihinui River itself as it
continues to impact as the river flows further downstream to its mouth.

Fish: Natural migration throughout the catchment will be restricted. The Dam will affect
longfinnad eels and the white bait population as their essential up river migration wilt be shut
off by the dam,

The esls and whitebait are a very important part of New Zeaianders both local and visitors
West Coast experience. :

Birdlife: Birds of the Mokihinul include tomtits, kellbirds, robins, grey warblers, faﬁtails and
the morepork. These as Meridian notes, are not threatened species but that gives no
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justification to reduce their habitat. The abundant birdiife of the West Coast is one of its
wonderful attractions. There less comman in the area certainly deserve habitat protection.
Endangered blue duck are undergoing expensive breeding programmes yet Meridian does
not consider this natural biue duck habitat of value. Removal of these birds to alternative
sites is not always successful. :

Vegetation: The deep gorge, viverine vegetation and natural ecology will be changed forever
by this proposal. The apparent emphasis by Meridian on commonaiity of the ecology with that
of the rest of the West Coast seems to be an attempt to devalue it. West Coast vegetation is
one the most important attractions of the whole area. This is especially so of the unspoiled
remoie places.

Should the presence of a threatened species be the only justification to protect a strikingly
beautiful valley?

Recreatlon: Meridian suggest the lake will be an axcellent recreational feature for fiat water
kayaking.

Unfartunately for them their proposal has highlighted to all New Zealanders what a scenically
dramatic and interesting wilderness area the Mokihinui is. This will bring more trampers,
walkers, 4WD, birders, ecolagists along to enjoy the natural wilderness of the gorge track
and access to the area.

The desp gorge through the mountainous reaches of the Mokihinui, riverine vegetation and
the natural ecology will be gone forever.

People value and anjoy the isolation and senss of remoteness that the Mokihinui offers. It
should be thare for our future generation to enjoy. :

We would like to encourage Meridian Energy to consider energy proposals in places that will
have less impact on New Zealand's remote scenic and very special places. We ask that their
application be declined in its entirety.

Edith Smith
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