Dear Siroov Madam,

Foo Hydro Development Limited- Stockton Plateau Hydro Project

Please find attached o copy of the submission from the Director General of
Conservation on the above application,

You will note that there are aspects of the application which [ support. However. the
submission  also opposes some aspects of the proposal, The Department of
Conservation considers that the concems wdentified can quite hikely be addrossed
through further information, refinements to the application. and/or appropriate consent
conditions. T would like to clarity that the Department 15 aware of and not opposed 1o
the development of sustainable energy resources, but needs to be satisfied that any
effects on conservanon values are appropriatelv managed.

We would like to meet with yourselves and the applicants o explore suitable options
for mitigating the Department’s concerns. Please let me know suitable dates for
meeting, and who on behall of the Councils would be attending, so that 1 can

coordinate the relevant Departmental staft for attendance.

Please contact Stephame Grogan at (03) 756 9147 to make arrangements for a

Wb

meeting, or il you have any comments or queries regarding the submission.

Yours sincerely

S F——
o 2 7 A R

kKellv Stevens

Acting Community Relanions Managey
Depurtment of Conservation, West Coast Conservancy Oftice



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991

TO: West Coast Regional Counatl and Buller Districr Couneil

SUBMISSION ON: Application to build a Hydro EBlectie power scheme on the
stockton Plareau including the constructon of two reservoirs and
associated power smgons and an underground  pipeline with
outfall discharging in the CMAL

APPLICANT: Stockton Platean/Hydro Developments Limired
SUBMISSION BY: The Direcror General of Conservation

ADDRESS: Dreparmment of Conservanion
Privare Hﬂg 7

HOKITIKA

Pursuant o Section 96(1) of the Resource Management Act (1991), 1, Kelly Stevens,

Acnng Community Relations Manager (West Coast Conservancy) of the Departmens of

Conservation, acting under an instrument of delegadon from the Minister of
Conservation, make the following submussion on the above application.

There are aspects of the application which I support. However, there are also some
aspects of the proposal where insuffictent informadon has been presented with rthe
application, or where significant adverse environmental effecrs have been idenrified but
not appropriately avouded, remedied or mitigared. While we oppose these aspects of the
application, we consider these matrers can quite likely be addressed through the
submission of further information, refinements to the applicarion and/or appropriate
consent condirions. My submission relates to the entre application for consents and is

as follows:

i I recogmise thar the intent is to reduce the contamination n the wriburaries of the
Nyakawan carchment, while providing for the social and economic wellbeing of
the community, through the generaton of clectiicity from a renewahle energy

source, and thar 1s supported.

2 However, in some respecrs this apphcadon fails o promote the sustainable
management of the natural and physical resources of the environment as required
under Part II of the RMA, and in pardcular sections 5, 6 and 7.

3. While the applicant has provided some mitigaton measures, the proposal does

not avoid, remedy or mitigate all sienificant adverse effects on the environment,



L1

(.

In pardcular, the appheagon does not avord remedy or mingate the adverse

effects thar the actviry will have on a lustoric sire of national sigmificance, the
- Plan).

Ileceric Loco Line (Historic Reference no 109 in the Buller Dix

The apphcant proposes a number of métﬁi;;:u'itm rmeasures m relacion o fora and
fauna that mav be atfected by the scheme. Approprnate management and
montrormg plans should be developed in arder to implemenr these measures and
the Department would like to be consulted as part of their development.

The application fails to accurately quanufy the effects of the proposal on the
coastal and freshwater environmenrt. The adequacy of the mitigation measures or
the full extent of the effects cannot be propesly addressed by interested parties

unel the following issues are addressed:

a) The aquatic/hydrological informadon provided 1 rthe application is
not up o date and does not ke in to account the current acuvities of

SE
that may be avatlable in this regard;

7 ancluding their water treatment systems and any monitoring data

by The aquatic/hydrological informadon provided does not address the
long term management issucs associated with the adjacent Coal Mming
Licence and the effects this may have on the wibutanes the proposal will
mtercept mcluding the bkely monitoring scheme o be implemented
should this applicarion be approved and any subsequent changes SENY,

may make ro their water treatment S}'SlfCl‘l’lS.

b The freshwater basebine dara for all affected mibutaries s nor adeguare
r ]

to assess the actual and potential effects of the proposed acuvity, be they
postave of negauve on the surrounding environment,

Disposal (Cawthron report No. 1537) makes the comment that the extent
of the plume dispersion s beyond the scope of this report (p 32),
however no further mvestigation 1s presenred by the applicant

d) The Cawthron Reporr also stares thar effects from low pH and
potennally toxic contaminants, n the marine environment are said o be
cither neghgible or require further mvestganon to quanafy {p 31): this
issue requires clarification and agam no further investgaron is presented
by the applicant particularly relating to the effecrs this may have on
resident biota, such as the Hector’s dolphin,

I also seek thatr the applicanon be derermined i accordance with the New
Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) and the Regional Coastal Plan for the

West Coast, with particular regard being given o

(1) Policy 1.1.4 of the NZCPS, which states that it is a national prioTity to
preserve the natural characrer of the coastal environment to protect
the mregrry, funcuoning, and resihience of the coaswal environment,
and also Pobicies 3.3.1 and 3.2.2 of the NZCPS; and



(bjectives 5301, 532, 5353, 1032, 1033, 1034, 10.5.5 and Policies
54201, 5424 1040, 1042 10043, 1045 of the

5418, 54
Regronal Coastal Plan: and

Bl

(ix) atl other relevant provisions i the NACPS and the Regonal Coaseal

Plan.
caton outdined o this subnussion s provided, a sulte of

If the further 1nfor

detailed  condinons will be required

e ensure that anvy  consents  issued
appropuarely  avowl, remedy  or mingate  adverse  effecrs, and meer the
requirements of secrions 6, 7 and 8 of the Act so as to promofe the purpose set
our in Section 5. [ oppose the application 1n the absence of such appropriate and
detadled condiions which adequarely avoid, remedy or mingare the adverse
effects on the environment of the proposed hvdro scheme, and any associued
mfrasreucrure subject ro this applicarion.

[ do wish to be heard in support of this submission.

A copy of the Instrument of Delegauon may be mspecred ar the office of the Direcror-

General of Conservaton, Wellington.

Dyared in Hokittka this 30" day of January 2009,

S

[elly Stevens Address for service:

Acting Community Relations Manager Department of Conservanon
Department of Conservaton Prorvare Bag 701 7842

acring on behalf of the HORITT

Dhrecror-General of Conservanon



