WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL
Buller Flood Committee meeting 13 April 2015
Attendees
Garry Howard, Chris Raine, Wayne Moen, Steve Griffin, Atila de Oliveira, Sharon Roche, Neal
Clementson, Matt Gardner, Stefan Beaumont, Craig Scanlon, Paulette Birchfield
Apologies
Mike Meehan, Terry Archer
Notes from the meeting
Garry Howard welcomed all present.
Matt Gardner presented the draft NIWA report on the Orowaiti “cut-to-the-sea” options. He
highlighted the issues associated with: Littoral Drift, Strom Tides, Sediment Transport and
Sea Level Rise. He outlined the various aspects of the report referring to Storm Tides, Cut
Outlet to be above the MHWS, Sea Level rise of between 0.5 and 1.0 metres, bunding and
storm tide reverse inundation. Matt also outlined the potential cost reduction with a raised
cut invert level.
Discussion took place on the perceived pros and cons of a reduced cut.
Many spoke on the general vague nature of the report, however Matt suggested that he
send the report to Murray Hicks for a second opinion.
Sharon asked for clarification on the proposed damage reductions and what the cost of
ongoing maintenance would be.
Steve Griffin mentioned that the cut could have a reverse detrimental effect on flooding, but
that it may also be localised in the Orowaiti Lagoon.
Matt explained that if the cut was an option, further extended detailed analysis would need
to be carried out to more accurately determine potential effects.
Wayne pointed out that although the cut could be initially constructed to a set designed
invert level, natural scour would soon find its own bed level.
Matt outlined the potential reduction in damage costs with the reduction in cut bed levels.
Garry sought guidance on the feasibility of making a cut during flood times. Several of those
present expressed concern at potential dangers and outlined experience with both the
Karamea River opening and the Grey River Cobden cut.
Matt mentioned that the NIWA report was a draft only and that Michael Ellis was going to
seek additional views from Murray Hicks (NIWA) once he had received feedback from the
group.

Flood warning
Stefan Beaumont outlined the Council’s current Hydrology sites and the current Flood
Warning Plan. He explained that with limited sites Council were only able to offer minimal
warning. He emphasised the current catchment’s 3 flow gauging sites and the 3 rainfall
recorders, which could not deliver more than 1 - 1.5 hours advance warning for Westport.
When asked from the floor what would be required in order to give the town a 6 hour
warning, he explained that extensive additional catchment coverage would be required.
Gary asked that Council provide an estimate of capital and maintenance costs to bring the
warning system up to a 6 hour advance warning.
Stefan explained that in order to offer such a warning time, extensive additional modelling
would also need to be carried out to support this.
The split-up of the Buller catchment in 1989 was discussed at length and it was generally
believed that inter region co-operation was required to develop this further.
Civil Defence
Chris Raine explained progress since the last meeting and briefly outlined potential improved
telecommunications systems. He discussed work in progress on the Westport Evacuation
Plan and problems associated with the early inundation of the main bridges and hence main
escape routes from the town.
Gary felt that the group should be looking at 3 future options:
a)

Costs associated with the upgrading of Monitoring and enhanced Flood Warning
System only

b)

Costs associated with a cut option only

c)

Costs associated with a Ring – Bank and Cut combination

General opinion also pointed to a thorough peer review of any final option before being
released for public scrutiny.
Action Points




Council to collate indicative cost estimates for an expanded Flood Warning System
and associated catchment modelling to give a 6 hour advanced warning to
Westport.
Continue the Civil Defence work on the evacuation plan and report back to the next
meeting

Next meeting: 7.00pm Monday 11 may 2015 at BDC.

