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5.1,

2.1

THE WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

HELD ON 9 DECEMBER 2008 AT THE OFFICES OF THE WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL,

388 MAIN SOUTH ROAD, GREYMOUTH, COMMENCING AT 10.32 A.M.
PRESENT:

P. Ewen (Chairman), R. Scarlett, D. Davidson, B. Chinn, A. Robb, T. Archer, A. Birchfield, T. Scott,
R. Barber

IN ATTENDANCE:

C. Ingle (Chief Executive Officer), R. Mallinson (Corporate Services Manager), S. Moran (Planning &
Environmental Manager), C. Dall (Consents & Compliance Manager), T. Jellyman (Minutes Clerk),
The Media

APOLOGIES

There were no apologies.

PRESENTATION

Mr John Wood from West Coast Commercial Gold Miner’s Association Inc addressed the meeting.
He spoke of enforcement matters relating to gold mining.

MINUTES

Moved (Davidson / Robb) that the minutes of the previous Resource Management Committee
meeting dated 11 November 2008, be confirmed as correct.
Carried

Matters Arising

T. Scott expressed his concern that the matter that Cr Birchfield wished to discuss in committee was
not discussed in committee as part of the Resource Management Committee meeting. This was
discussed in committee at the Council meeting. T. Scott felt that he and R. Barber were excluded
from these proceedings. T. Scott felt that the matter should have been heard by this committee in
committee. T. Scott stated that the matter discussed in committee had been in the newspaper prior
to the meeting. Cr Ewen agreed to follow this matter up with the Chief Executive.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the decision following the hearing for the Hokitika Oxidation Ponds is in
the process of being drafted and may be released by Christmas.

The Chairman reported that the Wetlands Hearing Variation was reconvened on the 27" of
November. This was attended by Crs Scarlett, Davidson and Archer and Iwi Representative Mr Terry
Scott. The Chairman advised that the desired outcome on some of the issues of contention was
achieved. A copy of the Variation was supplied to all Councillors and Iwi Representatives present.
The Chairman reported that he gave an opening address at the Hydrology and Metrology Society
National Conference hosted at Shantytown on the 18" of November. He stated that the conference
was well received and a very successful event for all concerned.

Moved (Ewen / Davidson) that the Council receive this report.
Carried

REPORTS

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP

Resource Management Committee Minutes — 9 December 2008
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5.1.1

5.2

5.2.1

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGER'S MONTHLY REPORT

S. Moran spoke to his report, He advised that the decision report for Wetlands Variation 1 hearing is
being circulated, it is hoped that the decision will be released on Friday.

S. Moran advised that further work with Local Government New Zealand has been done on the
Proposed National Policy Statement on Freshwater Management. A staff policy has also been
drafted. S. Moran informed Council that this is due on the 23™ of January and will be circulated via
email for councillors to consider.

S. Moran reported that the Ministry of Civil Defence recently carried out a Capability and Capacity
Assessment. He advised that the outcomes were reasonably good and on par with what they
expected. He stated that a paper is currently being circulated around the Coordinating Executive
Group, this will then go to the CDEM Group (Mayors and Chair) for their consideration.

Civil Defence: S. Moran spoke of the Local Government Subsidy review, he stated that currently
WCRC receives a very small amount of funding from MCDEM. It is proposed that the fund will
become a contestable fund which may allow for the opportunity to obtain further funding for civil
defence work. T. Scott asked what is contestable funding based on. S. Moran advised that the
criteria is yet to be set but the awaited paper will contain this information. S. Moran reported that a
Tsunami risk assessment was discussed, he advised that the message is that if you feel an
earthquake and are near the coastline, get to higher ground.

S. Moran reported that C. Ingle and W. Moen undertook Controller Training in November. S. Moran
spoke of the civil defence training session for all staff on the 25" of November. This was tailored for
our needs and was very useful.

Transport: S. Moran advised that the Regional Transport Advisory Group have met and have agreed
on the drafting of a Terms of Reference. This will go to the Regional Transport Committee for
ratification.

S. Moran reported that work is progressing on the funding programmes, a draft was submitted on
the 14" of November.

Hydrology / Flood Warning: S. Moran reported that there have been two recent events. One
relatively minor one on the 1% of November which triggered alarms on the Grey River and Karamea
River.

S. Moran advised that the second event on the 24" and 25" of November was more significant with
590mm of rain recorded in 24hours in the Cropp Basin. S. Moran advised that the Duty Officers
monitored this event and there were no issues to report.

S. Moran spoke to the contact recreation report noting that it is the first round of results for the
summer months. He reported that Buller and Orowaiti Rivers had moderate to high readings.

Cr Archer if there has been any work done on finding source of the higher pollution at Marrs Beach.
S. Moran advised that the November reading may be a one — off anomaly. Last year’s results in this
area were better than previous years.

Cr Archer noted that clear result at Shingle Beach which is opposite Marrs Beach. Cr Archer
wondered if the water coming into the Marrs Beach area is not mixing and going to the other side of
the river.

Cr Archer asked if the result in the Picnic Area at the Orowaiti Lagoon is likely to improve in view of
the implementation for the connection of the reticulated sewerage system is this area. S. Moran
confirmed that this is the expectation. Cr Davidson feels that the source of contamination in the
Marrs Beach should be found. C. Ingle stated that staff look for a trend in these circumstances but
usually would wait for two or three readings prior to investigating to see if there is an identifiable
source.

Moved (Archer / Scarlett) that the report is received.
Carried

CONSENTS AND COMPLIANCE GROUP
CONSENTS MONTHLY REPORT

C. Dall spoke to this report. He stated that the key matter during the reporting period is the release
of the decision on the notified consent for the Proposed Arnold Valley Hydro Power Scheme.

C. Dall stated that three appeals on the decision to grant all the consents sought have been
received. This includes one from TrustPower Ltd on conditions imposed. C. Dall stated he is
hopeful that a lot of the matters can be dealt with through mediation. C. Dall revealed that the
other appellants are Gordon Graham, Paul Miles and a possible fourth party is yet to be advised.
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5.2.2

3
C. Dall advised that appeal period is closed but slightly later appeals are usually granted waiver by
the Court.
C. Dall reported that the consent for Meridian Energy Ltd’s Proposed Mokihinui River Hydro Scheme
is still in the process of being heard. The Hearing Committee has received the Right of Reply from
Meridian Energy Ltd and they are considering what further action to take.
C. Dall reported that the decision on Council's consent application to heighten the Greymouth
Floodwall has been granted for a 35 year term. C. Dall advised that the no appeals have been
received and the appeal period closes today.

Moved (Scarlett / Davidson) that the December 2008 report of the Consents Group be received.
Carried

COMPLIANCE & ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT

C. Dall spoke to this report noting that over 70 site visits were made with generally a good level of
compliance. However, he stated that there were a number of complaints found to be related to
non-compliant activities.

C. Dall reported that during the reporting period water monitoring results at Globe Progress Mine did
not reveal any non-compliance. He advised that since writing this report further sampling done by
the company revealed non-compliance on the 26™ of November. This was nine above the limit, it
was noted that this result was preceded by a 120mm of rain over a 48 hour period. C. Dall reported
that OceanaGold sought and obtained a further extension of their Abatement Notice as problems
with the supplier of the flocculation plant have been encountered.

C. Dall reported that the recent power outage in Hokitika caused problems for processing and
picking up of milk at Westland Milk Products Dairy Factory. C. Dall advised that he is not aware of
any significant problems arsing from the power outage. T. Scott asked where is milk discharged to
if it needs to be discharged. Cr Scarlett explained that usually it is fed to calves, stored on farm or
put through the effluent system on farm. Cr Scarlett advised that a lot of farms have large tank
holdings which are used for colostrum storage.

Cr Chinn asked for further information regarding the discharge to water at Stockton Mine Site being
exceeded. Cr Chinn asked who sets the trigger. C. Dall explained that the trigger limit is in relation
to the historic resource consent for the site which goes back to the late 1980s. C. Dall advised that
consent did not have any explicit limits and this trigger limit is mutually agreed with Solid Energy
and it is an indicator as to whether or not there are problems at the site. Cr Chinn asked if smaller
operators are able to negotiate a trigger limit. C. Dall stated that in this case the trigger limit is in
place of a standard whereas a lot of the consents for other mining operations will have a set
standard. C. Dall clarified that this is an old consent pre RMA. Cr Scarlett asked if consents
subsequent to the RMA have trigger limits. C. Dall advised that new consents can have an explicit
standard or a range of explicit standards and they may also include trigger levels which might
trigger additional monitoring.

Cr Scarlett asked if any consents have been granted with trigger levels. C. Dall confirmed that some
have, Cr Ewen asked if a consent holder could seek a variation to their present standard at any
time.

C. Dall confirmed this is correct. Cr Ewen stated that the Stockton licence has caused problems in
the past due to the lack of specific conditions. He added that he feels that a lot of the upgrades
Solid Energy have done in recent times has not been a result of conditions of their licence but of
public conscience. Cr Scarlett asked if the level is triggered then the Council has an ability to make
a decision to waive it if it was for heavy rain. Cr Scarlett stated that if the level was triggered
through negligence then the Council could take action as necessary.

Cr Ewen stated that he is pleased to see that Globe Progress Mine now has their flocculant plant
which this council encouraged. Cr Ewen stated that he hopes that muddied water from gravel
extraction in nearby creeks doesn't interfere with what Globe Progress Mine is trying to achieve.

Moved (Archer / Birchfield)

1. That the December 2008 report of the Cormipliance Group be recejved.
2. That the Council notifies Crown Minerals that the bonds held for Mining Licences CML 37092 and

CML 37148 may be released.
Carried

Resource Management Committee Minutes — 9 December 2008
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6.

GENERAL BUSINESS

There was no general business.

The meeting closed at 11.42 am.
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5.1

THE WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL

Prepared For: Resource Management Committee
Prepared By:  S. Moran - Planning & Environment Manager

Date: 30 January 2009
Subject: PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT MANAGER'S MONTHLY REPORT
Planning

Variation 1 (Wetlands) — Proposed Land & Riverbed Management Plan
The Decisions Report for Variation 1 was notified on 12 December 2008 and a copy sent to all
submitters. The closing date for appeals is the 17 of February 2009.

Civil Defence and Emergency Management

Test of the National Warning System

MCDEM conducted a test of the National Warning System on the 15" of December 2008 via
text, email, and fax. These were received successfully and the warning responded to within
the 30 minute deadline.

Transport

Regional Land Transport Programme

The next meeting of the Regional Transport Committee is scheduled for the 2" of March. The
main purpose of the meeting will be to finalise the draft Regional Land Transport Programme
(RLTP) and recommend it to the Regional Council at its March meeting to be put out for
consultation.

This is the first RLTP prepared for the West Coast and it will:

= Identify key transport issues in the region and how transport activities proposed in this
programme address these;

e List proposed transport activities that will be undertaken during 2009 — 2012;

=  Give an indication of significant activities for 2012 — 2015;

= Provide a ten year forecast of anticipated revenue and expenditure on transport activities.

The Regional Transport Advisory Group is scheduled to meet on the 3™ of February to finalise
the draft RLTP for the Regional Transport Committee to consider.

Draft West Coast Walking and Cycling Strategy

Submissions closed on the Draft West Coast Walking and Cycling Strategy on 18 December
2008. A total of 62 submissions were received on the Strategy with a very high level of
support. The submissions are currently being reviewed by the Steering Group before the final
Draft is put to the Regional Transport Committee for adoption.

Passenger Transport

New Services

Cliff Sandrey Contracting Ltd has registered a 3 month trial bus service to operate between
the townships of Hokitika and Greymouth.

Super Gold Card

Council staff are working with the New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) so that in off peak
times (9.00am to 3.00pm, and after 6.30pm to the end of service) Super Gold card holders
will be able to use their card for free travel. The ‘free’ ride is to be funded by the NZTA.

Regional Public Transport Plan

With the commencement of the Public Transport Management Act 2008 there is now a
legislative requirement for the Council to have a Regional Public Transport Plan in order to
fund passenger transport activities (for example in our case, the Total Mobility Proramme).
Staff will work through developing a draft Plan for consultation with the assistance of the
New Zealand Transport Agency over the coming months.
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Resource Science

Hydrology / Flood Warning

On the 20" of December a warm moist airflow brought some heavy rain to the Grey and
Buller areas producing first stage alarms on both those rivers.

Site Time of peak Peak level Warning Issued
Grey Rv @ Dobson 20/12/08 06:30 4512mm From 22:30 (19/12/08)
Buller Rv @ Te Kuha 20/12/08 07:15 7767mm 01:15

Water Quality

Jack Grinstead, Technical Officer in the Resource Science team, is leaving the Council after
two years of valuable service. Jack has enjoyed his time with the WCRC and he hopes to
return to the West Coast in the future. Recruitment for his replacement is underway.

GNS Science are working on the WCRC Groundwater SOE report, which is so far on track for
completion in March 2009.

Another technical addition has been made to the Council back lawn - a rain collector. Two
litres of rainwater will be taken at the end of each month and sent to GNS Science for
analysis of tritium. Tritium is used to age groundwater. GNS will compare the variation of
tritium in this rainwater to the tritium results from West Coast groundwater samples. This will
give us a better idea as to the accuracy of our groundwater aging work.

The summer surface water quality round has been completed, making the most of the good
weather over the New Year period. Lake Brunner sampling will commence in February, as
scheduled.

Water Quality at Contact Recreation Sites: December/January

The December 2008 results for West Coast contact recreation monitoring are shown in
the table below. The December sampling took place on the 1% in the Buller and Orowaiti
River area and 2™ elsewhere. Sampling took place during overcast/drizzle conditions,
with light to moderate winds. During the previous 24 hours rainfall was between 10-30
mm in the Grey and Hokitika areas, and up to 10 mm further north. Three days prior to
sampling, 30-60 mm of rain fell in the Buller and Hokitika areas, with 10-30 mm
elsewhere. Surface runoff from this amount of rain can cause higher faecal coliform
levels, especially in rivers and streams.

January’s sampling took place on the 5" in fine/overcast conditions, with light to
moderate winds. In the 3 days prior to sampling rainfall was in the range of: 0-10 mm in
the Buller region; 10-30 mm in Greymouth and the Grey Valley; and 30-60 mm around
Lake Brunner and the Hokitika area. There was minimal rainfall (0-10mm) throughout
the region in the 24 hours prior to sampling.

Risk to Bathers® Key:
Site Dec 2008721 2009| &) Moderate to High Risk
Buller River @ Marrs Beach J K >550 E.coli/100ml or
>280 Enterococci/100ml

Buller River @ Shingle Beach

@ Low Risk
260-550 E.coli/100ml or
140-280 Enterococci/100ml

Orowaiti Lagoon @ Picnic Area

Rapahoe Beach @ End of Statham St
Seven Mile Creek @ SH6 Rapahoe
Nelson Creek @ Swimming Hole Reserve

© Very Low Risk
<260 E.coli/100ml or
<140 Enterococci/100ml

u |u X |ju |- w
(S [P P [SFR i [

Grey River @ Taylorville Swimming Hole




Cobden Beach @ Bright St West end
Blaketown Beach @ S Tiphead

Blaketown Lagoon @ Slipway Beach
Arnold River @ Blairs Rd No. 2 Bridge
Arnold River @ Kotuku Fishing Access
Crooked River @ Te Kinga

Lake Brunner @ Cashmere Bay Boat Ramp

Lake Brunner @ Iveagh Bay

Lake Brunner @ Moana
Hokitika Beach @ Hokitika
Kaniere River @ Kaniere Kokatahi Rd

Lake Kaniere @ Hans Bay Boat Ramp
Lake Kaniere @ Hans Bay Jetty
Lake Kaniere @ Sunny Bight

[ SR I ST S - G U ) S O e o I L R S R L L |
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! Due to the limited number of samples taken the Regional Council suggests the risk status above be
used as a guide only. The current risk category assigned to a particular site is made by comparing
results of individual samples to National guidelines.

RECOMMENDATION

That this report is received.

Simon Moran
Planning and Environmental Manager
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THE WEST COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL
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Prepared for:  Resource Management Committee Meeting - 9 February 2009
Prepared by: L Sadler, Policy Analyst
Date: 26 January 2009
Subject: DRAFT SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED NATIONAL POLICY STATEMENT

FOR FRESHWATER MANAGEMENT

Purpose
To seek approval from the Resource Management Committee of the draft submission on the
Proposed National Policy Statement (NPS) for Freshwater Management.

Background

The Proposed NPS for Freshwater Management was prepared in recognition that there is
increasing pressure and demand for water resources in many parts of the country, and trends
indicating a decline in water quality in some areas. MFE consider that an NPS is needed to
provide greater national guidance both to water users and to regional and district council.
However, we consider it does not achieve this aim.

Submission

A draft submission was circulated to the Resource Management Committee prior to being
lodged before the closing date during the January holiday period. No changes were made to
the draft, and a copy is attached to this report. The main points in the submission are:

e That many of the policies in the NPS may well be required in water short and
populous regions, however, they are not necessary for the West Coast given our
small population and relatively higher water quality.

o We strongly disagree with the timeframes stipulated to incorporate the NPS into
regional policy statements and plans, as this creates unnecessary cost for little or no
benefit, and are impractical,

¢ Some of the requirements may be outside the scope of the RMA, for example,
avoiding further degradation of water quality from stormwater discharges; which may
be compliant with the RMA if they have only minor adverse effects;

o Several of the objectives and policies do not add value to what is already in our
regional Water Management Plan, and will be costly to implement, for example,
identifying ecological flows and levels for all freshwater resources;

e The release of this NPS is out of sync with other water-related National
Environmental Standards (NES's) previously notified, so the NES's should be placed
on hold until this NPS is finalised.

Local Government New Zealand have lodged a submission on the Proposed NPS which
includes alternative objectives and policies. Staff had input into development of the
alternative NPS, and while we support most of it, there are some parts we do not, for
example, use of the term “degraded”, and identifying areas of outstanding natural character
as a measure of an outstanding water resource. Our comments on the LGNZ alternative NPS
are included in our submission.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council approve the submission on the Proposed National Policy Statement for
Freshwater Management.

Simon Moran
Planning and Environmental Manger
























































































































































































































