
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE – 5 March 2021  
 
South Westland freshwater management group kicks off 
 
Potentially the wettest Freshwater Management Unit (FMU) in New Zealand, the South Westland 
FMU Group held its first workshop on 25 February. The purpose of the FMU Group is to engage with 
the community to identify their values for, and understand the issues with, freshwater quality and 
quantity in their area. This process will result in a set of recommendations being taken to the 
Regional Council's Resource Management Committee to inform planning reviews and work 
programmes, and assist with managing land and water resources into the future. 
 
The impacts of the Essential Freshwater Package, and the implications this will have on the economic 
sustainability of small communities within the FMU, remain a grave concern for the Group. The 
Group has voiced their concern that the National Environmental Standards for Freshwater are either 
impossible to give effect to, or are clearly irrelevant in South Westland, with central government 
unaware of the unique geography of the area.  
 
The day long workshop also saw the Group develop shared views on the values of freshwater in the 
FMU with a presentation on cultural values from Kara Edwards, Pouarahi (CEO) of Te Rūnanga o 
Makaawhio, a core part of this. The Group recalled significant water quantity issues they have had to 
deal with, in particular, the 2019 weather event which resulted in the isolation of communities 
through the loss of bridges, washouts and slips, as well as the impact of eroded landfills on local 
beaches.   
 
At this stage, only the Haast River is regularly monitored for water quality. The Group called for 
more extensive monitoring to take place. Initiatives for tackling the invasive weed Lagarosiphon 
major in waterbodies in South Westland were enthusiastically received.  
 
The South Westland FMU Group will reconvene for one more workshop in the next few months 
before presenting their recommendations to Council.  
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