
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE – 23 October 2020  
 
Westport Rating District to progress 
 
Following the feedback received from the community, the Regional Council is moving forward with 
forming a rating district for the advanced flood warning system.  By forming the rating district, the 
council and community will be well placed to secure further funding from Central Government over 
time to manage the Westport “hazard-scape”.  No targeted rate will need to be struck for the 
2021/22 financial year.     
 
“We received a great response from Westport ratepayers with 536 submissions received,” said Laura 
Coll McLaughlin, Buller Constituency Regional Councillor. 
 
“Of those, 64% of respondents were in favour of supporting the co-funding approach, 63% of 
respondents supported the proposed governance structure and 62% of respondents supported the 
boundaries of the Rating District.” 
 
There was also positive feedback received through the public drop-in sessions, which seemed to be 
well received by the community.  
 
Clr Coll McLaughlin said that this was not unexpected given the considerable work the Westport 
2100 Working Group had already undertaken over 2019, followed up with presentations to both the 
Buller District Council and Regional Council. 
 
Consultation with the Westport community to gain feedback on whether ratepayers were willing to 
establish a Rating District to raise the funding themselves to obtain the $400,000 the Regional 
Council had secured from Central Government, were positively disrupted partway through the 
consultation process when Buller Mayor Jamie Cleine advised that BT Mining Ltd would provide the 
co-funding required.   
 
The Regional Council has committed to engaging with the Buller District Council, Te Rūnanga o Ngāti 
Waewae and Waka Kotahi (New Zealand Transport Agency) to form a Rating District Joint 
Committee for Westport. The Joint Committee will be charged with overseeing the development of a 
strategy and action plan for inclusion in the Council’s Long Term Plan consultation.  
 
Clr Coll McLaughlin noted her appreciation for Mayor Cleine’s work undertaken on behalf of his 
community to secure the co-funding as well as the generosity of BT Mining Ltd but acknowledged 
the difference of opinions being expressed.  
 
“Mayor Cleine has made his concerns clear about establishing a rating district over this period, and 
we recognise those,” said Clr Coll McLaughlin.  
 
“At yesterday’s Special Meeting, in addition to recommendations made by staff, a further 
recommendation was proposed and moved by me and seconded by Councillor Hill, “That any future 
projects or recommendations from the Westport Rating District Joint Committee, or the Westport 
2100 Working Group, would be consulted on with the community at the time of the proposal.”   
 



 
“Though Council is statutorily required to consult with the community, we wanted to assure our 
community that this is our intent by passing an explicit resolution.” 
 
“As a Council, we have a lot of work ahead of us. As we have said all along, if there are any future 
funding proposals for the Rating District, whether it be construction of floodwalls or any other 
activity, we are committed to fully consulting in good faith with the community,” Clr Coll McLaughlin 
said. 
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