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Funding agreement signed for Franz floodwall upgrade 
 
The upgrade of the northern flood protection assets, and three critical assets on the southside, on the 
Waiho River, Franz Josef, will commence shortly following the signing of the Funding Agreement 
between the Regional Council and Kānoa – Government’s Regional Economic Development & 
Investment Unit.  
 
The project, coordinated by the West Coast Regional Council with support from Westland District 
Council and Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency, will provide greater resilience to the Franz community 
and infrastructure on the northside as the master planning work concludes and the town looks to their 
future.  
 
Allan Birchfield, Chair of the West Coast Regional Council, acknowledged the support from Government.  
 
“This is not a project the community can do alone. This partnership, between local government, Waka 
Kotahi and Kānoa is key to ensuring that Franz Josef, and the wider West Coast economy, has greater 
resilience into the future.”  
 
The funding will also be used to upgrade protection for State Highway 6 and the bridge across the 
Waiho. 
 
“We have seen what this river in flood can do to the community, the highway and the bridge in recent 
years, and have been working with the Regional Council to protect road users and infrastructure,” said 
James Caygill, Director Regional Relationships, Waka Kotahi. “We are very pleased to see progress made 
and be part of this project.”   
 
Funding granted at this time is one part of the overall project originally pitched by the Regional Council, 
and is now being referred to as Phase 1. The Regional Council has been advocating for a long term 
solution for Franz Josef for some time. Completing both Phase 1 and Phase 2 would provide for this. 
Phase 2 would involve realigning State Highway 6, buying out properties on the southside and releasing 
the river back to its natural alluvial fan unchecked by floodwalls.  
 
Bruce Smith, Mayor of Westland, is encouraging Government to take the next step and commit to 
funding Phase 2 of the project.   
 
“If we want to make real change for this community, and have a long term resilient solution, we need to 
get serious and progress Phase 2 of this project.”  
 



In Budget 2020, Cabinet agreed to provide a $3 billion investment in infrastructure to support New 
Zealand’s economic recovery as part of the 11 May COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund. The 
Regional Council submitted a package of projects worth a total of $45.1 million, which included a $24 
million project for the Franz Josef community.   
 
 
ENDS 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Media contacts 

Randal Beal | Director of Operations | West Coast Regional Council | 021 702 591 

 
Allan Birchfield | Chairman | West Coast Regional Council | 021 340 750 

 
 


