
 
MEDIA RELEASE – 11 August 2021 
 
 
It’s time to have your say – Long-Term Plan consultation begins 
 
The region is facing some serious challenges and the West Coast Regional Council wants to hear the 
community’s views to help it decide the best way to plan for the next 10 years. The issues and proposals 
are outlined in the Council’s LTP-CD which is out for public consultation until 8 September 2021.  
 
“It’s important that ratepayers take the time to read the LTP-CD when it arrives in their letterbox. Asking 
questions when the first rates instalment arrives is too late,” said Allan Birchfield, Chair of the West 
Coast Regional Council.  
 
“Every submission received before 4.00pm 8 September, will help us get a better understanding of the 
community’s priorities, so we are posting a copy of the LTP-CD to every West Coast ratepayer over the 
next couple of weeks. “ 
 
In the interim, the LTP-CD can be downloaded from the Council’s website at 
www.wcrc.govt.nz/community/consultation. 
 
“We have fewer ratepayers than other regions and are facing increasing costs. There’s a balance 
between what work needs to be done and what we can reasonably ask our community to contribute.” 
 
To assist with addressing this, a review of the User Fees and Charges is being consulted on at the same 
time as the LTP-CD.  
 
“We believe the fairest approach is for those who benefit from particular council services and natural 
resources, are those who should meet those costs: a user pays approach. We are also proposing 
changes for the way in which we fund the administration of our rating districts.”  
 
Ratepayers who have not previously paid targeted rates for flood/coastal erosion protection assets may 
do so in the future with rating district boundary extensions to the Greymouth Rating District, Hokitika 
Rating District and Hokitika Southside Rating District proposed. 
 
“We also want to know how often you want to pay rates: twice a year or spread it over three payments? 
What would work best for you?” 
 
Chair Birchfield said that all councils have been given new responsibilities by central government, with 
no extra funding, and no option to fund this work but through rates.   
 

http://www.wcrc.govt.nz/community/consultation


“For us, these new responsibilities include freshwater management, replacement of the Resource 
Management Act, hazard management, biodiversity and coordinating and delivering on Te Tai o Poutini 
Plan (the combined District Plan for the region).” 
 
Due to the timing differences of QV valuations, the general rate per $100,000 capital value (CV) is 
different for each district. Moderate increases in general rates have been proposed in the 2021/22 year: 
- Westland District  $41.32 per $100,000 CV (compared to $34.30 in 2020/21) 
- Buller District  $48.60 per $100,000 CV (compared to $41.06 in 2020/21) 
- Grey District   $53.04 per $100,000 CV (compared to $41.19 in 2020/21). 
 
An increase in the Uniform Annual General Charge (UAGC) from $83.38 in 2020/21 to $129.38 in 
2021/22 is also proposed. The UAGC is a fixed charge per property meaning whether you own a farm, 
house in town, lifestyle block or empty section, you pay the same amount.  
 
Other targeted rates relating to river, drainage and coastal protection may be payable depending on the 
location of the property.  
 
“We know the increase proposed will be challenging for some ratepayers, but without it less can be 
done, creating greater needs and costs for ratepayers in the future. We are here to help, so as part of 
this process, we have also reviewed our Rates Remissions and Postponements Policy which may assist 
our ratepayers most under financial pressure in the future.”   
 
Submissions close Wednesday, 4.00pm 8 September 2021, with the Council to hold a hearing on 15 
September for those wishing to present their views in person. “Nothing is finalised yet, and we’re urging 
everyone on the West Coast to consider the issues and proposals and let us know what they think,” said 
Chair Birchfield.  
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