
 
MEDIA RELEASE – 1 September 2021 
 
Response to Buller District Council submission on Westport Flood Protection Options 
 
One of the core roles of the Regional Council is river, drainage and erosion control across the region, and 
managing 25 rating districts on behalf of the community. Based on property valuations as at 30 June 
2020, rating district assets protect approximately $5.6 billion of capital value across the West Coast.  
 
A submission from the Buller District Council was received on Monday 30 August. The Buller District 
Council submission questioned the two Options put forward in the Long-Term Plan Consultation 
Document for flood protection for the Westport community.  Buller District Council has proposed that 
more ratepayer funds be spent on further investigations and managed retreat.  
 
The Options included in the Long-Term Plan Consultation Document were two of the options developed 
by the joint effort of Councillors and staff from both Buller District Council and the Regional Council 
begun in 2015 by the Buller Working Group. 
 
The 2015 Buller Working Group discussed a wide range of issues such as climate change impact, 
blockage and other scenarios, but made deliberate choices on what to include as the consultation 
options that were released in 2017. In regard to the predicted impacts of climate change, the Working 
Group felt it was important to address the immediate needs of the community, while allowing for the 
implications of climate change to be met through ensuring stopbank design allowed for future raising 
and/or managed retreat. This was seen as an equitable way to deal with a complex situation and 
ensured all other options including managed retreat were able to be implemented in the future. 
 
West Coast Regional Council Chairman, Allan Birchfield, said that the Council had complete trust in the 
expertise and modelling undertaken by Land River Sea Consulting.  
 
“Work undertaken by our consultant since 2014, Land River Sea, is peer reviewed by other experts in 
this field. The model used for the design of the protection options for Westport was reviewed by DHI Ltd 
and signed off as fit for purpose. There is no reason the public should doubt this.”  
 
“To suggest further investigation is required does not fairly reflect the huge amount of volunteer time 
from many people over several years investigating consultation options on behalf of the community.  
We need to commend the efforts of the original Working Group and the 2100 Group last year. The time 
for talking is past. Now it’s time for the community to decide what action they want taken on their 
behalf.” 
 
The flood model developed by Land River Sea was originally calibrated to the July 2012 flood event. The 
model has also been validated in August against the flood which occurred in July 2021 and found to be 
extremely accurate when compared to the actual flood extents and depths.  
 



“The modelling undertaken to date by Land River Sea Consulting contributes hugely to the bigger picture 
of planning and providing resilience for our West Coast communities.” 
 
Buller District Council’s submission has not taken into account the activity of the Te Tai o Poutini Plan 
((TTPP) the combined District Plan for the West Coast) Committee. This Committee is made up of the 
Mayors/Chair and one other Councillor from each of the four Councils, Poutini Ngāi Tahu 
representatives, and an independent Chair, and is currently working through a range of issues including 
liquefaction, climate change and floor heights. 
 
“There are a number of planning rules that could be, or should have already been, implemented. This 
work is now being picked up through the TTPP process,” said Chair Birchfield. 
 
The information provided in the submission from the Buller District Council will be considered along 
with all the other submissions received from the community and other stakeholders as part of the 
overall process of developing the Long-Term Plan. However, the Regional Council has provided some 
initial feedback to the claims of the Buller District Council to assist Westport ratepayers in making their 
submissions. This has been provided to media, is available on the Regional Council’s website Long-Term 
Plan Consultation Document link under the Rating District Supplementary Information for Westport, as 
well as being published on Council’s Facebook page.  
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