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Franz Josef resilience infrastructure project – funding now approved for stage 1 
 
The first stage of the Franz Josef resilience infrastructure project has now had its funding of $12.3M 
approved. Stage One of the project includes the upgrade of the northern stopbanks to protect the 
Franz Josef township from the Waiho River.  
 
Allan Birchfield, Chair of the West Coast Regional Council, said that this project is critically important 
for Franz Josef.  
 
“Getting on and breaking ground on this work will provide a shot in the arm for the local economy as 
well as increasing the resilience and protection of the township from the river.” 
 
Mr Birchfield acknowledged the work of Regional Council staff in securing funding for this project.  
 
“Randal Beal, our Operations Director, has been fundamental to getting this project off the ground. 
Randal, and his team, have been working tirelessly for over a year to get here and I can’t thank him 
enough for his dedication to our community.” 
 
Considerable work has been undertaken between the West Coast Regional Council, Provincial 
Development Unit and Department of Internal Affairs on getting this project to the point it is now. 
This work started in March 2020 when the West Coast Regional Council submitted a package of 
projects worth a total of $45.1M across Franz Josef, Hokitika, Greymouth and Westport as part of 
Central Government’s economic stimulus package for ‘shovel ready’ projects announced during the 
COVID-19 lockdown.  
 
“I would also like to thank the central government staff who have been working with us to get this 
project across the line. It’s a good first step, and now our focus turns to getting stage 2, the 
southside, through to an approval stage.”  
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