
 

MEDIA RELEASE – 22 March 2022 
 

Rates Remission available for properties affected by weather events 
 
The second rates instalment from the Regional Council will be arriving in letter boxes from this week 
and the West Coast Regional Council would like to remind ratepayers affected by the weather 
events in July 2021, and more recently in February 2022, that they may be eligible for a rates 
remission.   
 
Heather Mabin, West Coast Regional Council Chief Executive, said that the rates remission was a 
practical way for the Council to assist those who have been forced to leave their homes due to the 
weather events over the past year.  
 
“Properties that were uninhabitable because of the flooding in July 2021 or February 2022, or were 
affected by the landslide in Waimangaroa, may be eligible for a rates remission for the period of 
time they were out of their homes. 
 
Council has written to all known red or yellow stickered property owners. However, we are aware 
that some of these letters have not reached our ratepayers. If you have not received a letter, but 
believe that you are eligible, please complete an application form.” 
 
Ms Mabin is encouraging those that may have already paid their first rates instalment while their 
residence was uninhabitable and who have not made an application for a rates remission to date, to 
make an application now.  
 
“Please still submit an application if you paid your first instalment. A credit can be applied against 
future rates invoices. 
 
Application forms are available on our website as well as at the Westport Flood Recovery Hub.” 
 
For more information about applying for rates remission or postponement go to www.wcrc.govt.nz 
and search ‘Rates Remissions and Postponements Policy’ or call Council on 0508 800 118.  
 
In 2021, the Regional Council reviewed the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy as part of the 
Long-term Plan 2021-31 widening the categories for which ratepayers can apply to seek financial 
assistance for the payment of rates.  
 
The six categories include: 
1. Remissions for land 50% non-rateable  
2. Remission of penalties on rates  
3. Remission of rates on land protected for natural, historic, or cultural conservation purposes 
4. Remission of rates on land subject to natural calamity 
5. Postponement due to financial hardship  
6. Remission and postponement for business and economic development. 
 

http://www.wcrc.govt.nz/


The Rates Remissions and Postponement Policy outlines the conditions and criteria that are required 
for a remission or postponement of rates with applications considered on a case-by-case basis to 
establish if they meet the conditions. 
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