
 

MEDIA RELEASE – 20 May 2022 
 
Update on emergency works tender process 
 
An Expression of Interest was recently released seeking contractors to complete the work on Organ’s 
Island and O’Conor Home ahead of the release of the tender documents.  
 
“We were delighted with the response to the Expression of Interest,” said Heather Mabin, West 
Coast Regional Council Chief Executive. “We had a lot of new contractors express an in interest in 
undertaking these works and we are now working through the expressions of interest to ensure that 
contractors meet the standards required to do this work.” 
 
The Tender process will now be limited to those contractors who expressed an interest and they will 
be invited to go through the tender process. This process then follows correct procedure and is peer 
reviewed.  
 
“The best outcome would be to have local contractors complete the works as this ensures the 
community benefits financially from the works as well.”  
 
Council staff and contractors have also been under pressure to deliver on government timeframes to 
secure funding for Westport. The July 2021 and February 2022 floods made the need for wider flood 
risk management action more apparent. Minister for Local Government, Hon Nanaia Mahuta 
subsequently invited the West Coast Regional Council and Buller District Council to prepare a 
business case, with specified details, seeking this government funding assistance.  
 
Over the past few weeks, Council Staff and contractors have been working together to inform the 
business case for Westport in the hope that co-funding for this part of the flood protection will 
attract co-investment. This work has included looking at the various options for the alignment of 
flood protection. Staff have prioritised this work to ensure that Westport gets the best 
representation when asking government for financial support.  
 
Ms Mabin said that when complete, the business case will present an integrated package of long-
term flood resilience measures for Westport.  
 
“Our Staff are integral to this process,” said Ms Mabin. “We need to be able to provide the full suite 
of information for Government to consider, which if done successfully, may offset the costs of the 
hard flood protection work costs on the community.” 
 
“The Council is committed to building the resilience of Westport and we thank the community for 
their support.  
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