
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE – 26 July 2022 
 

TTPP – Proposed Plan for the West Coast 
 
Consultation on the Proposed Te Tai o Poutini Plan (TTPP), the combined district plan for the West 
Coast started last week. As part of the consultation letters were sent to ratepayers across the region 
who had areas identified on their properties that may have rules attached that have immediate legal 
effect as a requirement of the Resource Management Act (RMA).  
 
Rex Williams, Chair of the TTPP Committee said that notification of these areas had taken many by 
surprise but wanted to reassure landowners that many of the plan provisions will have little effect 
on activity on their property.  
 
Throughout the plan development process, Poutini Ngāi Tahu have been careful to respect private 
property rights, and therefore the majority of sites of significance to Māori seek only to highlight a 
historical connection. The consenting process has been simplified as much as possible. To progress 
activities on the site, landowners will mostly require only a letter of authority from iwi.   
 
Te Tai o Poutini Plan Committee have consistently sought ways to reduce the resource consenting 
burden of legislation on West Coast landowners. The approach to sites and areas of significance to 
Māori, requiring a letter from iwi rather than additional resource consents, is just one example of 
how this has been achieved.  
 
There are approximately 10 new historic heritage sites and 3 designations identified. However, a 
large number of sites and areas of significance to Māori have been identified with landowners 
notified of these. 
 
“Although some sites and areas of significance to Māori were already identified as archaeological 
sites, many had not previously been identified on the West Coast and consequently not included in 
any of the old district plans.  
 
“Generally, in the urban environment, identification of this area on a property is just to inform the 
landowner that the area is of historical and cultural interest to Poutini Ngāi Tahu, and part of the rich 
history of the West Coast. There are no rules attached to these properties that are likely to stop 
them being used, developed or sold just as normal.  Resource consent will be required if landowners 
wish to develop their properties for more industrial purposes such as for community scale 
wastewater treatment plants or landfills.    
 
“In the rural environment, due in part to the larger landholding, parts of people’s land may have a 
site that requires local rūnanga approval to undertake an activity, like earthworks or native 
vegetation clearance, due to it being a urupā (cemetery) or sacred maunga (mountain) for example.”  



In response to allegations of ‘land grabs’ and devaluing of properties by going through this process 
by various organisations, Mr Williams commented that this was very much scare-mongering of the 
public and was disappointed to see and hear that this was happening.   
 
“The Proposed Plan is currently out for submissions. This is an opportunity for everyone to take a 
look at the maps for their area, and how rules might apply and provide feedback to us. If the public 
want to address errors or think we got it wrong, we urge people to come to our meetings to speak to 
our team.”  
 
Public meetings for the Proposed Plan start on 26 July 2022 in Maruia and will take place throughout 
the region. For a list of the public meeting times and locations go to www.ttpp.nz. Submissions on 
the Proposed Plan close at 5.00pm Friday 30 September.  
 
“I urge everyone to get involved in this process,” said Mr Williams. “Our staff are here to talk you 
through what the Plan may mean for you and your business. We are here to help.”  
 
 
ENDS -
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Media contact 
 
Jo Armstrong | Te Tai o Poutini Plan Project Manager | joa@wcrc.govt.nz | 021 636 637 
 

http://www.ttpp.nz/

