
 

 
 

 
 
MEDIA RELEASE – 1 September 2022 
 

Upcoming Westport Joint Committee meeting cancelled 
 
The next meeting of the Westport Joint Committee has been cancelled while the outcome of The 
Kawatiri Business Case – Co-investment in Westport’s Resilience is pending. 
 
A core role of the Joint Committee is to make informed recommendations for hard protection flood 
structures to the Regional Council for the final decision to be made. To date, the Joint Committee 
has considered the options put forward in the Business Case development process to confirm the 
preferred flood protection for Westport.  
 
Chair, Hugh McMillan, said the Joint Committee was currently in a holding pattern.  
 
“Until we know the outcomes of the Business Case there is nothing further the Joint Committee can 
do at this stage.”  
 
The Kawatiri Business Case was submitted to the Minister of Local Government, Hon. Nanaia 
Mahuta on 30 June 2022 seeking co-investment, in partnership with the local community, on the 
recommended integrated package of resilience measures. Part of this includes the Westport Flood 
Protection Project.  
 
The Minister of Local Government is now working with Ministerial colleagues to consider the 
proposal. If supported, the proposal will be taken to Cabinet later this year. It is important to note 
that Crown funding or financing for any co-investment proposal is not guaranteed.  
 
“If co-investment is secured, the Regional Council and Buller District Council, will be able to confirm 
exactly what flood resilience activities can be undertaken,” said Chair McMillan. “This is where the 
Joint Committee will once again become involved.” 
 
In the meantime, work is progressing with the rebuild and strengthening of the existing stopbank at 
Organs Island. This work will restrict the volume of water that can flow down the Orowaiti River in 
extreme weather events. Although hampered by high river flows, contractors undertaking this work 
have been making good progress.   
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