n” WEST COAST

REGIONAL COUNCIL

Media release

6 July 2026

New library congratulations

West Coast Regional Council is congratulating Grey District on its new library,
a brand-new, modern facility designed for the whole community to enjoy.

The library, and the building which houses it - He Kupenga Matauranga (the
net of knowledge) - will be officially opened today by Associate Minister of
Regional Development Mark Patterson.

Chair Colin Smith says as a Grey district councillor he knows what the new
facility means to the community.

“Libraries today are hubs connecting communities, providing places for
learning, creativity and digital access. This will be a really welcoming space
for locals and visitors of all ages and backgrounds to access information, find
a book, and enjoy the great views of the river.

"l understand about 60% of the tradies who worked on the build were local.
That, in itself, is a great contribution to economic development. It’s also been
good to see the foot traffic grow in the area which started as soon as Olsen’s
Pharmacy opened in its new premises on the bottom floor.”

The library and amenities will help strengthen the Grey District community, he
says.

Buller and Westland residents can join the Grey library — anyone resident on
the Coast can join their own district library and other district libraries for free.
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