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This Land grab was started by the last Labour Government by Clark and O’Connor about 10
or 12 years ago.

They paid big money at North Canterbury for St James Station 40 million dollars.
North Otago Birchwood Station 6 million dollars
The Landsborough 7 million dollars.

When they came to the Westcoast they more or less locked us up with no compensation for
privately owned land. And were told that we would need to apply for consent for any land
development work which are difficult to get.

I received a letter and maps from Regional Council showing areas. | then rang the CEO and
said what the hell is going on. He then came and had a look and removed all the ground
relating to hay and fattening paddocks. As soon as the Regional Council started to take more
ground out of the Wetlands area DOC put their hand up and said we want more ground put
in. | still have 250ha in the Wetlands area.

Previously to this happening DOC’s Chris Hickford said that the management of Wetlands
was the responsibility of the Regional Council.

~ The Landowners are paying rates on ground that they cannot use.
If the Wetlands are of National Significance they should be brought.

DOC brought out my neighbour | spoke to DOC and asked why did you not buy me and they
said | have too much ground. This in my opinion is theft by the Crown.

There is just 14% of Westcoast Land in private ownership and the Crown wants more.
The total Westcoast wet area is listed as 60333ha

Buller District Wetland is 10780ha of that 1217ha is on private land.

Greymouth District Wetland is 3244ha of that 1435ha is on private land.

Westland District Wetland is 46310ha of that 4093ha is on private land.

So I request that the Crown buy the Wetlands the reason is | am paying rates on ground we
are unable to use.
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9 October 2014

Mr Arthur Thomson
Woolhouse Road
ROSS 7812

Dear Arthur

PROPOSED PURCHASE BY NATURE HERITAGE FUND

As | indicated to you by phone yesterday the Nature Heritage Fund have chosen to decline our
application to them to approve the purchase of your property at the Totara Lagoon.

This is a very disappointing outcome because the Department has long held the view that the
acquisition of your land at the Totara Lagoon would protect an important estuarine lagoon.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this ultimately unsuccessful application on your behalf.

Yours faithfully

Department of Conservation
Private Bag 701

HOKITIKA
Phone: 037565100
DD: 03 7569168

Senior Land Advisor Email:  rhazeldine@doc.govt.nz



