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PART 1: PROPOSED MISCELLANEOUS CHANGES TO TEXT IN THE LAND AND WATER PLAN 
  
The changes are shown in the order in which they would appear in the Plan. 
 

Sections of Operative Plan to be amended Affected by 
Miscellaneous 
Change 
reference 

Operative 
Plan page 
reference 

1. Introduction  1.1 Purpose of the Plan A 1 

1.2 Areas covered by the Plan A 1 

8.Surface Water Quality 8.3.5 Policy and policy explanation B 33-34 

17. Introduction to the 
Rules 

17.3 Definitions C and D 52-54 

18. Rules Rule 1 D and E 59 

Rule 2 E 59-60 

Rule 3 D and E 60-61 

Rule 4 D and E 61 

Rule 5 D and E 62 

Rule 6 E 62-63 

Rule 9 E 65 

Rule 10 D 65 

Rule 12 E 66 

Rule 20 F 70 

Rule 28 G 74-75 

Rule 34 H 79 

New Rule 34a I  

Rule 52 J 86 

Rule 72 K 94 

Rule 79 L 98-99 

Rule 86 E 101 

20.Financial Contributions 20.3 Matters to be considered for financial 
contributions 

M 111-112 

Glossary  N 121 

Schedule 1 and 2 Introductory text O 122 

Reference Guide O 130-133 

 
Note: New text proposed to be added is shown in italics and underlined. Text proposed to be deleted 
is shown by a line through the text, known as strikethrough.   

 

  



1. INTRODUCTION  
 

1.1   Purpose of the Plan 
The West Coast Regional Council (the Council) has prepared this Plan to provide a framework for the 
integrated and sustainable management of the West Coast’s natural and physical resources as they 
apply in the context of land and water.  These resources include the region’s lakes, rivers, 
groundwater, coastal marine area environment, wetlands, geothermal water, and land including river 
and lake beds. 
 
Many activities involving water or water bodies, land, river or lake beds can only occur if they are 
expressly allowed by a rule in a regional plan, or by a resource consent. Other activities such as some 
discharges and land use can be done without needing a consent provided they do not contravene a 
rule in the Plan.  
 
This Plan covers activities undertaken on land, the beds of lakes and rivers, and the takes, uses, 
diversion, and damming of water. Discharges to water and land are also included. The Plan contains 
permitted activity rules for activities that have no more than minor adverse effects on the 
environment. For other activities, a resource consent is required.   
 
1.2   Area covered by the Plan 
This Plan covers water and land resources in the West Coast region (Te Kaunihera Whakakotahi o Te 
Tai Poutini). The region extends over a distance of 600 km from Kahurangi Point in the north to 
Awarua Point in the south, and inland from the coastal marine area boundary. The Plan does not 
cover the coastal marine area, which includes rivermouth areas and some lagoons. The coastal 
marine area boundary is defined in the Regional Coastal Plan for the West Coast.  
 
The area landward of the coastal marine area that is influenced by coastal processes is referred to as 
the ‘coastal environment’ in the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (NZCPS). The inland 
coastal environment boundary is not defined in this Plan, and will be identified as and when 
necessary on a case by case basis. The NZCPS has policies that apply to managing effects of land and 
water use in the coastal environment. Unless otherwise stated, all objectives, policies, and rules in the 
Land and Water Plan apply to the ‘Coastal Environment’.   

Figure 1: A cross section view of the coastal environment 
 
  



8. SURFACE WATER QUALITY 
 
8.3.5 When considering applications for resource consents to discharge contaminants to 

water to have regard to: 
(a) The nature of the discharge and the sensitivity of the receiving environment to 

adverse effects; 
(b) The financial implications, and the effects on the environment of the proposed 

method of discharge when compared with other options;  
(c) The current environmental mitigation technology and the likelihood that the 

proposed method can be successfully applied;  
(d) The cumulative effects of discharges of contaminants and the assimilative 

capacity of the water body and actual or potential effects in the coastal marine 
area; and 

(e) Any relevant industry codes of practice or guidelines relating to the management 
of potential discharges; and 

(f) The best practicable option for the treatment or disposal of human sewage 
effluent wastewater, including the use of land disposal or wetland treatment. 

 
Explanation 
When considering the avoidance, remedy, or mitigation of the adverse effects of the discharge of 
contaminants to land or water under a resource consent, the Council will consider matters identified 
in (a) to (d) in the Policy. This ensures the recognition of any environmental mitigation technology 
constraint upon the adoption of alternative treatment or discharge methods, and the best practicable 
option, cumulative effects and assimilative capacity, and downstream effects on the coastal marine 
area. With respect to (a) for example, discharges from alluvial mining operations are often temporary 
in nature. They can be constructed ponds which form part of the treatment system and can occur 
with minimal effect. Progressive improvements in the treatment of municipal sewage effluent 
discharged into water will improve water quality in the vicinity of the outfalls, and recognises Ngāi 
Tahu cultural values. 
 

  



17. INTRODUCTION TO THE RULES 
 
17.3 Definitions 
 
17.3.1 Activities on Land 
Where activities take place in the bed of a lake or river, activities are not allowed unless they are 
expressly permitted by a rule in the Plan or a resource consent. Where the Plan contains a rule that 
applies to the use of land, activities that contravene that rule, and do not have existing use rights 
need a consent.  
 
17.3.2 Proneness to Erosion 
 

For the purpose of the following rules, land is categorised in accordance with its proneness to erosion in the 
following manner: 

Greymouth Earthworks Control Area Land defined by maps in Schedule 4. 

Non Erosion Prone Area Land not in the Greymouth Earthworks Control Area with a dominant 
slope angle less than 12 Degrees (or a 1:4.7 ratio) 

Erosion Prone Area 1 Land not in the Greymouth Earthworks Control Area with a dominant 
slope angle between 12 (or a 1:47 ratio) and 25 Degrees (or 1:2.1 ratio) 
(inclusive) 

Erosion Prone Area 2 Land not in the Greymouth Earthworks Control Area with a dominant 
slope angle above 25 Degrees (or a 1:2.1 ratio) 

 
17.3.3 Dominant Slope Angle 

For Vegetation disturbance and earthworks:  
 The dominant slope angle is the angle between a point 50 metres upslope of the activity and a 

point 50 metres downslope of the activity as illustrated in the diagram below. 
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Riparian Margins: 

 The dominant slope angle is the angle between the fullest flow/highest level of the bed of the 
lake or river, or major farm drain in the Lake Brunner Catchment and a point 20 metres 
upslope as illustrated in the diagram below.  

 
The following diagram shows how riparian margins are determined for land adjacent to water bodies. 
The diagram is not to scale. 

 
17.3.4 Riparian Margins 
Riparian margins refer to the land within a certain distance (see table below) of any: 
1. Lake or river; or 
2. Major farm drain in the Lake Brunner catchment. 
 
For the purposes of this definition, ‘lake’ does not include any ephemeral pond, artificial pond, or 
water hole.   

 
For the purposes of this definition, ‘river’ does not include any ephemeral river, stormwater flow path 
or artificial watercourse (including race and electricity canal).   
 
But does not include: 
1. An ephemeral water body outside of the Lake Brunner catchment; 
2. A stormwater flowpath; or 
3. Any artificial watercourse (including race, electricity canal, or major farm drain identified in 2, 

artificial pond or water hole.  
 
Noting that a riparian margin may remain grassed and unfenced except where Rule 1(l) or Rule 11 
applies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Summary Table of Riparian Margin widths  

Land cover or activity 
Dominant slope 

angle 

Rivers 

Lakes 1-3 metres 
wide 

> 3 metres wide 

Existing pasture or pest 
plants 

<12°  
(or a 1:4.7 ratio) 

3 metres 3 metres 20 metres 

>12° 
(or a 1:4.7 ratio) 

10 metres 10 metres 20 metres 

Indigenous vegetation 

<12° 
(or a 1:4.7 ratio) 

5 metres 10 metres 20 metres 

>12° 
(or a 1:4.7 ratio) 

10 metres 10 metres 20 metres 

Humping & hollowing Any slope 10 metres 10 metres 20 metres 

 
Advisory note:  
1. Where there is a mixture of pest plants and indigenous vegetation, more than 65% of the 

vegetation cover must be pest plants for the narrower setback to apply. 
2. Where the bank is not easily defined, the boundary of the ‘bed’ and ‘land’ is identified by the 

terrestrial vegetation immediately adjacent to the lake or river, or major farm drain in the Lake 
Brunner Catchment  water body. 

 

  



18. RULES 
 

Rule 1.   Humping and hollowing, flipping, or v-blading outside riparian margins 

 
Humping and hollowing, flipping, or v-blading in the Non-Erosion Prone Area (less than 120 slope or a 
1:4.7 ratio) outside of riparian margins, and any associated discharge of sediment are permitted 
activities if all of the following conditions are met: 

 
(a) i)  For humping and hollowing and flipping, the area of the activity does not exceed 5 hectares 

per landholding in any continuous 12 month period; and 
ii)   For v-blading either: 

1. The land area for new works does not exceed 10 hectares per landholding in any 12 
month period; or 

2. The activity is undertaken on land that has previously been v-bladed; and 
(b) The activity must not cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 

40%, as measured by black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, 
whichever is the lesser; and 

(b)    The activity must not either:  
i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 

disc; or  
ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 

Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land 

beyond the boundary of the subject property; and 
(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(f) The activity is not within:  

i) 50 metres of the Coastal Marine Area on the open coast line; or 
ii) 20 metres of the Coastal Marine Area elsewhere; or 
iii) Any wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2; or 
iv) The Lake Brunner catchment; and  

(g) When operating alongside a riverbed and there is an iron pan or hard pan layer below the 
surface of the land then the iron pan or hard pan is not to be disturbed or broken within a 
distance of 20 metres from the edge of the riverbank; and 

(h) Any culverts or cut and fill batters are designed, and constructed or installed to prevent their 
failure and avoid causing erosion; and 

(i) The Council is notified in writing of the location and extent of the activity, at least seven 
working days prior to the works commencing; and 

(j) All areas disturbed by humping and hollowing and flipping are re-vegetated as soon as 
practicable; and 

(k) All drainage from land subject to the activity is directed through sediment control devices or 
traps prior to entry to any waterway; and 

(l) Any rivers, streams, or wetlands identified in Schedule 1 or 2, that could be accessed by stock 
from the pasture created by the humping and hollowing, flipping or v-blading activity, shall be 
fenced to exclude stock access; and 

(m) The discharge does not increase the flow in the receiving waterbody to the extent that it 
exceeds the carrying capacity of existing infrastructure. 

 
Note: Condition (g) will ensure that low permeability strata within 20 metres of a waterway is maintained to 
ensure continuity of flow in the waterway. The land within the 20 metre buffer can still be contoured, in 
accordance with other conditions/rules provided the iron pan or hard pan is not broken. 

 



Explanation 
This Rule is intended to address the range of land contouring activities, which can be carried out with minor 
adverse effects on the environment if all of the above conditions are complied with. 
 

Rule 2.  Earthworks in riparian margins 

 
Earthworks within riparian margins, and any associated discharge of sediment are a permitted 
activity if all of the following conditions are met: 
 
(a) The volume of earthworks in the riparian margin must not exceed 25m3 and must not involve 

the cumulative disturbance of more than 20 linear metres in any 200 metre length of riparian 
margin; and 

(b) Sufficient sediment control is constructed so that the activity does not either:  
i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 

disc; or  
ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 

Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body; and 
(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(f) There is no disturbance to inanga (whitebait) and other native fish spawning habitat at any site 

listed in Schedule 11 during the months of December to May inclusive; and 
(g) Earthworks are carried out such that: 

i) Formed surfaces with an inward cross fall must have a constructed form of drainage control 
such as a water table, kerb and channel, swale, channel/ditch, or sumps and pipes, to 
avoid causing erosion; and 

ii) Any culverts or cut and fill batters are designed and constructed or installed to prevent their 
failure and avoid causing erosion; and 

iii) Trenches for the purpose of installing pipes, lines, or cables are backfilled and compacted 
as soon as practicable; and 

(h) No refuelling of equipment takes place on any area of a riverbed; and 
(i) The activity does not cause or contribute to any slope or land instability, including subsidence 

or other erosion; and 
(j) All areas of bare ground created by the activity are protected from soil erosion as soon as 

practicable; and 
(k) No earthworks occur within any wetland identified in Schedule 1; and 
(l) No earthworks occur within any wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the 

requirements of Rule 7.  
 
Note: These Rules do not apply to works in river and lake beds – refer to Rules 20 - 38 on River and Lake Bed 
Activities. 
 

Rule 3. Earthworks in the Non Erosion Prone Area, outside riparian margins 

 
Earthworks in the Non Erosion Prone Area (less than 120 slope or a 1:47 ratio), and outside any 
riparian margin, and any associated discharge of sediment is a permitted activity if all of the 
following conditions are met: 
 

(a) Earthworks either: 



i) Are for the formation, construction, or reconstruction of roads, tracks, railway lines, 
landings, firebreaks, and network utility lines, pipes, or cables; or  

ii) Do not exceed an annual volume of 5000m3 per landholding or hectare, whichever is the 
smaller; and  

(b) Sufficient sediment control is constructed so that the activity does not either:  
i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 

disc; or  
ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 

Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres from the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land 

beyond the boundary of the subject property; and 
(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(f) The activity is not within: 

i) 50 metres of the Coastal Marine Area on the open coast line; or 
ii) 20 metres of the Coastal Marine Area elsewhere; or 
iii) Any wetland identified in Schedule 1; or 
iv) Any wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the requirements of Rule 7; and  

(g) Where earthworks are for the formation, construction, or reconstruction of any road, track, 
firebreak, landing, line, pipe, or cable: 
i) Formed surfaces with an inward cross fall must have a constructed form of drainage control 

such as a water table, kerb and channel, swale, channel/ditch, or sumps and pipes to avoid 
causing erosion; and  

ii) Any culverts, or cut and fill batters are designed and constructed or installed so as to 
prevent their failure and avoid causing erosion; and 

iii) Trenches for the purpose of installing lines, pipes, or cables are backfilled and compacted 
as soon as practicable; and 

(h) The activity does not cause or contribute toward any slope or land surface instability, including 
subsidence or other erosion; and 

(i) All areas of bare ground created by the activity and any stockpiles of material are protected 
from soil erosion as soon as practicable; and  

(j) Where earthworks are for the purpose of forming a drain: 
i) There is no erosion of the bed or banks of the receiving water body; and 
ii) The drainage does not increase the flow in the receiving water body to the extent that it 

exceeds the carrying capacity of existing infrastructure; and 
iii) The activity does not occur within 25 metres of any wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2;  

(k) Where the earthworks are for the purpose of constructing a water supply bore the Council must 
be notified within five working days of the location depth and purpose of the bore. 

 
Note: For condition (j) the quality of any discharged drainage water must comply with the conditions of the 
permitted activity Rule 64 in Chapter 18.4 Discharges to Water.  

 

Rule 4.  Earthworks in Erosion Prone Area One, outside riparian margins 

 
Earthworks in Erosion Prone Area One (between 120 and 250 slope inclusive or between a 1:4.7 and 
1:2.1 ratio inclusive), and outside any riparian margin, and any associated discharge of sediment is a 
permitted activity if all of the following conditions are met: 
 
(a) Earthworks either: 



i) Are for the formation, construction, or reconstruction of roads, tracks, railway lines, 
landings, firebreaks, and network utility lines, pipes, or cables; or  

ii) Do not exceed an annual volume of 500m3 per landholding or hectare, whichever is the 
smaller; and 

(b) Sufficient sediment control must be constructed so that the activity does not either:  
i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 

disc; or  
ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 

Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres from the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land 

beyond the boundary of the subject property; and 
(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(f) The activity does not cause or contribute toward any slope or land surface instability, including 

subsidence or other erosion; and 
(g) Where earthworks are for the formation or construction of any road, track, firebreak, landing, 

line, pipe, or cable: 
i) Formed surfaces with an inward cross fall must have a constructed form of drainage control 

such as a water table, kerb and channel, swale, channel/ditch, or sumps and pipes to avoid 
causing erosion; and  

ii) Any culverts or cut and fill batters are designed and constructed or installed so as to 
prevent their failure and avoid causing erosion; and 

iii) Trenches for the purpose of installing lines, pipes, or cables are backfilled and compacted 
within as soon as practicable; and 

(h) No refuelling of equipment takes place on any area of a riverbed; and 
(i) All areas of bare ground created by the activity and any stockpiles of material are protected 

from soil erosion as soon as practicable; and 
(j) The activity is not within: 

i) 50 metres of the Coastal Marine Area on the open coast line; or 
ii) 20 metres of the Coastal Marine Area elsewhere; or 
iii) Any wetland identified in Schedule1; or 
iv) Any wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the requirements of Rule 7.  

 
Note: Additional provisions on disturbance of indigenous vegetation, wetlands, significant natural areas, and 
cultural/historic areas may apply. It will be necessary to refer to relevant district plans. 
 

Rule 5.  
Earthworks in Erosion Prone Area Two and the Greymouth Earthworks 
Control Area, outside riparian margins 

 

Earthworks in Erosion Prone Area Two (slope exceeds 250 or a 1:2.1 ratio) and the Greymouth 
Earthworks Control Area, and outside any riparian margin where:  
 
(i) The volume of earthworks is less than 10m3 per land holding in any 12 month period; or 
(ii) The activity is for the purpose of laying underground network utility lines, pipes, or cables; or  
(iii) The earthworks are for upgrading network utility operations and do not exceed a volume of 

50m3 in any 100 metres length of the utility operation; 
 
and any associated discharge of sediment are a permitted activity if all of the following conditions 
are met:  
 



(a) The activity does not cause or contribute toward any slope or land surface instability, including 
subsidence or other erosion; and 

(b) Sufficient sediment control must be constructed so that the activity does not either:  
i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 

disc; or  
ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 

Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width from 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land 

beyond the boundary of the subject property; and 
(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(f) All areas of bare ground created by the activity and any stockpiles of material are protected 

from soil erosion as soon as practicable; and 
(g) The activity is not within: 

i) 50 metres of the Coastal Marine Area on the open coast line; or 
ii) 20 metres of the Coastal Marine Area elsewhere; or 
iii) Any wetland identified in Schedule 1; or 
iv) Any wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the requirements of Rule 7. 

  
 

Rule 6.  Earthworks for the purpose of maintenance or repair 

 
Earthworks for the purpose of maintaining or repairing a road, track, railway line, landing, drilling 
pad, stand off pad, firebreak, structures and infrastructure associated with a hydro electric generation 
scheme, or network utility line, pipe, or cable, and any associated discharge of sediment is a 
permitted activity if all of the following conditions are met:  
 

(a) Formed surfaces with an inward cross fall must have a constructed form of drainage control 
such as a water table, kerb and channel, swale, channel/ditch, or sumps and pipes to avoid 
causing erosion; and 

(b) Sufficient sediment control must be constructed so that the activity does not either:  
i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 

disc; or  
ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 

Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres from the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed, or wetland identified in Schedule 1 
or 2; and 

(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land 
beyond the boundary of the subject property; and 

(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 



(f) Any culverts or cut and fill batters are maintained so as to prevent their failure and avoid 
causing erosion; and 

(g) Trenches for the purpose of maintaining lines, pipes, or cables are backfilled and compacted as 
soon as practicable; and 

(h) Any activity does not cause or contribute to any slope or land surface instability, including 
subsidence or other erosion; and 

(i) No refuelling of equipment takes place on any area of a riverbed; and 
(j) All areas of bare ground created by the activity and any stockpiles of material are protected 

from soil erosion as soon as practicable; and 
(k) The activity is not within any wetland identified in Schedule 1; and 
(l) The activity is not within any wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the requirements 

of Rule 7.  
 
Note: Additional provisions on disturbance of indigenous vegetation, wetlands, significant natural areas, and 
cultural/historic areas may apply. It will be necessary to refer to relevant district plans. 
 
Explanation 
The Rules in this section allow vegetation disturbance and earthworks activities of a scale that will have no more 
than minor adverse effects.  
 
Condition (j) of Rule 3 considers the effects on existing infrastructure such as culverts and bridges, from land 
drainage activities as those structures have generally been designed to manage a given flow based on the 
environment at the time of their construction. The condition ensures that plan users must take into account the 
effects of land drainage on the existing environment including the capacity of existing infrastructure to ensure 
that it is no more than minor. This is because the RMA is based on the premise of ‘first come first served’ 
therefore all subsequent activities must take into account their effects on pre-existing activities. 

 

Rule 9. 
Vegetation disturbance in Erosion Prone Area One, Two, or the Greymouth 
Earthworks Control Area and outside any riparian margin 

 
Vegetation Disturbance in Erosion Prone Area One, Erosion Prone Area Two, or the Greymouth 
Earthworks Control Area, and outside any riparian margin, and any associated discharge of sediment, 
is a permitted activity if all of the following conditions are met:  
 
(a) The area disturbed is less than 20m2 if undertaken within Erosion Prone Area Two or the 

Greymouth Earthworks Control Area; and  
(b) Sufficient sediment control is constructed so that the activity does not either:  

i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 
disc; or  

ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 
Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause the visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres from the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and 

(c) No soil or debris is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(d) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land 

beyond the boundary of the subject property; and 
(e) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(f) All areas of bare ground created by the activity are protected from soil erosion as soon as 

practicable; and 
(g) The activity does not cause or contribute toward any slope or land surface instability, including 

subsidence or other erosion; and 
(h) The activity is not within any wetland identified in Schedule1; and 



(i) The activity is not within any wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the requirements 
of Rule 7. 

 

Rule 10.   Vegetation disturbance in the Non Erosion Prone Area 

 
Vegetation disturbance in the Non Erosion Prone Area (less than 120 slope or a 1:4.7 ratio), and 
outside any riparian margin, is a permitted activity provided the following conditions are met: 
 
(a) The activity is not within a wetland identified in Schedule 1; and 
(b) The activity is not within a wetland identified in Schedule 2 unless it meets the requirements of 

Rule 7. 
 
Note: Additional provisions on disturbance of indigenous vegetation, wetlands, significant natural areas, and 
cultural/historic areas may apply. It will be necessary to refer to relevant district plans. 

 

Rule 12.  Earthworks not complying with Rules 3 or 6 

 
Any earthworks outside of a wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2 that contravene any one of the 
conditions of the relevant permitted Rules 3 or 6 of this Plan, and are less than 20,000 cubic metres 
per land holding, are a controlled activity if: 
  
(i)  The area of land disturbed does not exceed five hectares per landholding in any 12 month 

period; and  
(ii)  The activity does not occur within 50 metres of the coastal marine area; and  
(iii)  The area disturbed is in the Non Erosion Prone Area; and  
(iv) The area is outside any riparian margin; and  
(v) Sufficient sediment control is constructed so that the activity does not either: 

i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 
disc; or  

ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 
Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 
cause visual clarity of any receiving water to decrease by more than 40%, as measured by 
black disc, beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and  

(vi) All areas of bare ground and any stockpiles of material created by the activity are protected 
from soil erosion as soon as practicable; and  

(vii) For the purpose of forming a drain, the activity does not occur within 25m of any wetland 
identified in Schedule 1 or 2; and 

(viii) No soil or debris is placed directly in a wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2.  
 
A resource consent is required and must be granted, however, the Council reserves control over the 
following:   
(a) The location, design, surface area, and timing of earthworks;  
(b) Requirements to address the effects of erosion, subsidence, sedimentation, and increased 

surface runoff; 
(c) Measures to avoid, remedy, or mitigate adverse effects on the stability of beds and banks of 

rivers and streams;  
(d) Adherence to a certified engineering plan; 
(e) Volume of earthworks and the extent of the area disturbed and / or rehabilitated at any time; 
(f) The disposal and stabilisation of excavated material or fill, including location of dump sites; 
(g) Loss of or damage to soil; 



(h) Effects on indigenous biological diversity and ecological values; 
(i) Effects on water quality;  
(j) Effects on surface or subsurface water levels and flows; 
(k) Requirements for stormwater controls, batters, water tables, cutoffs, swales, sediment control 

and culverts;  
(l) Effects on natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands, and lakes and rivers and 

their margins;  
(m) Setback distances from wetlands, lakes, rivers, and the coastal marine area; 
(n) Potential damage to any cultural heritage site or area;  
(o) The relationship of Ngai Tahu and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, waters, 

sites, wahi tapu, and other taonga; 
(p) Monitoring provisions;  
(q) The duration of the resource consent; 
(r) Bonds and financial contributions; 
(s) Review conditions of the resource consent. 
 
An application for resource consent under this Rule does not need to be served on persons who may be 
adversely affected by the activity. 

 

Rule 20. 
Use, extension, alteration, maintenance, repair, reconstruction, removal or 
demolition of structures 

 
(i)     The use, maintenance, repair, removal or demolition of any structure in, on, under, or over any 

river or lake bed; and  
(ii)    The extension, alteration or reconstruction, of any structure in, on, under, or over any river or 

lake bed other than a whitebait stand,  
 
is a permitted activity provided the following conditions are met: 
 
(a) Any change in the use of a structure does not result in effects that are greater in character, 

scale or intensity compared to effects occurring under the previous use; and 
(b) No reconstruction, extension or alteration of any structure in the bed results in a change of 

more than 10% to the overall dimensions, orientation, or outline of any structure in the bed 
from that originally authorised; and 

(c) The extension, alteration, maintenance, repair, reconstruction, removal or demolition does not 
result in, or contribute to: 
i) Blocking or damming of any river, or impedance of fish passage; or 
ii) Scouring of any riverbed or bank erosion; or 
iii) Reduction of channel capacity to carry flood flows; and 

(d) No explosives are used in water; and 
(e) No refuelling of equipment takes place on any area of a river or lake bed; and 
(f) The site is left tidy on completion of the work; and 
(g) Except for demolition or removal, the structure is maintained in good repair; and 
(h) Where the activity is undertaken in any wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2; 

i) No reconstruction, extension or alteration to the dimensions, orientation or outline is 
greater than 10% of the structure as it existed as at 17 May 2012; and 

ii) For any pipe, line or cable, native vegetation clearance does not exceed 0.6 metres in width 
per 1 metre in length; or 

iii) For any fence, native vegetation clearance does not exceed 150m2 over 100 metres of 
fence line and does not exceed 2 metres in width at any point; and  

iv) There is no change to the natural flow, path or fluctuation in water level; and 
v) There is no disturbance to inanga (whitebait) and other native fish spawning habitat at any 

site listed in Schedule 11 during the months of December to May inclusive, except after a 
sudden event that requires immediate remedial measures to prevent an adverse effect on 
the environment, or that is likely to cause loss of life, injury or serious damage to property; 
and 

vi) No bird nests are disturbed.  
 



 
Note: Rules 21 to 25 do not authorise the alteration of the bed, including the disturbance, reclamation or 
deposition of materials in the bed of a lake, river or wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2. When undertaking any 
activity under these Rules, the conditions of Rule 26 must also be met for any associated bed disturbance, or if 
this Rule cannot be met, the activity requires a resource consent.  
 
Within any wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2, the erection or placement of any outfall or intake structure does 
not authorise water abstraction or discharge. These activities are managed under Sections 18.3 and 18.4.  
 
Regarding, condition (b), consent holders will require resource consent if their structure increases by more than 
10% from the original dimensions that were authorised.  
 

Rule 28. Flood protection works 

 

The protection , partial reinstatement, or reinstatement of any bank of a lake or river which has been 
eroded in disturbance or reclamation of, or the deposition of any substance in or on, the bed of any lake 
or river, for the purpose of the reinstatement of any bank of a lake or river which has been eroded by a 
flood event is a permitted activity provided the following conditions are met: 

 
(a) The works does not extend any further into the river or lake bed than the bank did before the 

bank dimensions beyond what existed prior to the flood event; and 
(b) The works are no higher above the bed than the bank was before the flood event: and 
(c) The works are activity is carried out within 12 twelve months of the flood event that caused the 

erosion: and  
(d) Tthe work is commenced and completed within a period of 5 consecutive days; and five day 

period; and 
(e) The work does not cause and will not cause any flooding or  bank erosion elsewhere in the river; 

and 
(f) All reasonable steps are taken to minimise the release of sediment to the lake or river during the 

activity; and 
(g) In the case of reclamation or deposition, Oonly cleanfill is used and no pest plant is introduced; 

and 
(h) No refuelling of equipment takes place on any area of a river or lake bed; and 
(i) The site is left tidy following completion of the activity; and 
(j) Where the activity is undertaken in any wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2: 

i) Native vegetation disturbance is limited to the extent necessary to access and undertake the 
activity; and 

ii) Reinstatement is limited to returning the bank to its previous pre-event state (for the 
avoidance of doubt this does not require revegetation); and 

iii) Vehicles and equipment are cleaned prior to entering the Schedule 1 or 2 wetland to avoid 
the introduction of pest plants; and 

iv) There is no change to the natural flow, path or fluctuation in water level; and 
v) There is no disturbance to inanga (whitebait) and other native fish spawning habitat at any 

site listed in Schedule 11 during the months of December to May inclusive except after a 
sudden event that requires immediate remedial measures to prevent an adverse effect on the 
environment, or that is likely to cause loss of life, injury or serious damage to property; and 

vi) No bird nests are disturbed.  
(k) The person in charge of the works must hold, and provide to Council on request: 

i) Evidence of the original bank alignment, including its height; and 
ii) Evidence of the event that caused the damage, including the dates or dates the event 

occurred; and  
iii) Evidence of the effects that the event had on the bank; and  
iv) What works were carried out; and  
v) When the works were carried out; and 
vi)  The materials used. 

 

Rule 34. Whitebait stands 



 
The erection of whitebait stands listed in Tables 1 and 2 of Schedule 17 is a restricted 
discretionary controlled activity.  

In considering granting any resource consent under this Rule the Council will restrict the exercise of 
its discretion control over the following matters: 
 
(a) The location of the stand and the timing of its construction and dismantling; 
(b) Any potential for the stand to cause or contribute to bed or bank erosion from construction or 

operation during the season; 
(c) The dimensions and appearance of the structure; 
(d) Provision for public use and access; 
(e) Any effects on the flood carrying capacity of the river;  
(f) The information and monitoring requirements; 
(g) The duration of the resource consent; 
(h) Any administrative charges, bond or financial contribution; and 
(i) The review of conditions of the resource consent. 
 
An application for resource consent under this Rule does not need to be notified and does not need to be served 
on persons who may be adversely affected by the activity unless either the applicant requests public notification 
or the Council considers that because of special circumstances the application should be publicly notified. 

 
Explanation 
There are over 600 registered whitebait stands on the West Coast. These are generally temporary structures, 
which may be erected immediately prior to the commencement of the season and must be dismantled 
immediately after the season. Provided simple precautions are followed there is little likelihood of adverse 
effects. 
 
This Rule applies to fixed or mobile stands and any nets raised or lowered by the use of fulcrums, pulleys, or 
other mechanical means of leverage. 
 
The whitebait fishery is a significant resource in rivers. Whitebait stands require controls to avoid, remedy, or 
mitigate any adverse effects on stability of riverbeds and riverbanks arising from their construction and use. 

 

New Rule 34a. Prohibited whitebait stands  

 
The erection of whitebait stands in rivers, other than those listed in Tables 1 and 2 of Schedule 17, is 
a prohibited activity.  
 
Explanation 
This Rule clarifies the intent of Schedule 17: “Management of Whitebait Stands”, to not allow whitebait stands on 
any rivers, except for those listed in Schedule 17.  
 

Rule 52. Community water supply takes from surface water 

 
The taking and use of surface water for community water supply by any take identified in Schedule 
7B, up to the volume and rate authorised as at 31 March 2004, is a controlled activity. 
 
In granting any resource consent for the taking of surface water in terms of this Rule, the Council will 
restrict the exercise of its control to the following: 
(a) Any need for a residual flow at the point of take;  
(b) The intake is protected by a fish screen which ensures as far as it is practicable, that eels, fish 

and fry are prevented from passing through the intake and from being trapped against the fish 
screen;  

(c) The means and timing of the take, and the rate of take;  
(d) The quantity of water required to meet the needs of the community;  
(e) The duration of the resource consent;  
(f) The information and monitoring requirements;  



(g) Any bond; and 
(h) The review of conditions of the resource consent. 
 
Note: An application for resource consent under Rules 52 and 53 does not need to be notified. 
 
Explanation 
Rule 52 ensures security of community water supplies while allowing environmental effects to be addressed 
 

Rule 72. Silage and silage wrap 

 
The discharge of any contaminants into or onto land in connection with the storage of silage is a 
permitted activity, provided that all of the following conditions are met: 
 
a)  There is no contamination of water, including groundwater and coastal water; and 
b)  Silage wrap is disposed of by either high temperature (greater than 1000 degrees Fahrenheit) 
incineration, recycling, by burial on the subject property, or at a landfill; and 
C) Silage storage areas shall be located not less than 50 metres from any potable groundwater 
bore or well.  
 
Explanation 
Provided that silage storage areas are located on a suitable site, are well constructed, and suitable precautions 
are taken in the production of silage, they will have a minimal impact and as such should be allowed as a 
permitted activity. 
 
Condition (a) requires that there is no contamination of water by any contaminants, including groundwater and 
coastal water, but leaves the manner in which this is to be achieved to the discharger. For example, protection of 
groundwater could be achieved by using a liner at the storage site.  
 
Note: It is recognised that there are also other alternatives to disposal such as collection by an approved 
contractor, disposal at a waste transfer station or at a recycling centre drop off point. 

 

Rule 79. On-site discharge of sewage effluent 

 
The discharge of any sewage effluent into or onto land, other than septage, from on-site sewage 
treatment and disposal systems is a permitted activity, provided that all of the following conditions 
are met: 

(a) The discharge does not exceed: 
i) a maximum of 2000L per day for secondary treatment systems; or 

ii) a maximum of 14,000L per week for other systems; or 
iii) a maximum of 1.3 cubic metres  1300L of greywater per day; 

(b) The discharge is not within: 
i) 50 metres of any surface water body; or  
ii) 50 metres of the coastal marine area; or  
iii) 100 metres of any bore or well used for potable water supply, where the discharge is from 

a soak pit and there are no adverse effects on any take of water for human consumption; 
or 

iv) 50 metres of any bore or well used for potable water supply where the discharge is from 
other treatment systems; or  

v) 20 metres of any drain; or  
vi) 1 metre of the groundwater table; and 
unless the system was installed before 1998 and is not contaminating water. 

(c) For systems other than soak pits, the hydraulic design loading rates for a disposal field shall 
not exceed those recommended for Category 1-3 soils in AS/NZS1547:2012 ‘On-site Domestic 
Waste Water Management’, unless the system was installed before 1998 and is not 
contaminating water; and 

(d) The greywater discharge is not within: 



i) 20 metres of any surface water body; or  
ii) 20 metres of any coastal water; or  
iii) 20 metres of any bore or well used for potable water supply, and there are no adverse 

effects on any take of water for human consumption; or  
iv) 0.6 metres of the groundwater table; and 

(e) There is no ponding, runoff, or surface breakout; and 
(f) No stormwater enters the system; and 
(g) The discharge does not pose a risk to human health, and is not noxious, dangerous, offensive 

or objectionable to such an extent that it has or is likely to have an adverse effect on the 
environment; and 

(h) For systems which use a disposal field, the system is designed to provide for even distribution 
of effluent to the entire filtration surface; and 

(i) For systems which discharge onto land: 
i) The discharge is not by way of spray irrigation, or otherwise produces any aerosol 

discharge to air; and 
ii) The effluent is evenly distributed over the entire area of the disposal field; and 
iii) The effluent conforms to the following standard: 

 BOD5 not greater than 20mg/litre;  

 Suspended solids not greater than 30 mg/litre; 

 Faecal coliforms not more than 1000/100 mls. 
 

Notes: 
1) The volumes stated in condition (a) are equivalent to the amount of effluent produced by approximately 10 

people.  
2) For condition (b), the setback depth from the groundwater table should be based on the maximum water 

table level of the groundwater. 
3) The Council will accept as compliance with condition (g) an on-site sewage treatment and disposal system 

designed, constructed, operated and maintained in accordance with The New Zealand Manual of Alternative 
Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems, Volume II, Part A: On-Site Wastewater Disposal From 
Households and Institutions  Technical Publication No 58, Third Edition (Gunn, 2004), AS/NZS1546 2008, 
Parts 1, 2 and 3 ‘On-site Domestic Waste Water Treatment Units’, or AS/NZS1547:2012 ‘On-site Domestic 
Waste Water Management’. 

4) Condition (h) refers to both gravity-fed and dosed loading systems. 
5) When selecting a discharge site, it should be considered whether the site for the system is subject to 

slippage, subsidence, erosion or inundation from any source. 
6) For systems which discharge onto land, the standards required in condition (h) apply to the discharge at 

the outlet of the treatment plant, prior to discharging onto land. 
7) Discharges into category 4-6 soils in AS/NZS 1547:2012 ‘On-site domestic wastewater management’ do not 

comply with Condition (c) of Rule 79 and therefore require a resource consent.  
 

Rule 86. 
The discharge of cleanfill into or onto land in the Non Erosion Prone Area, 
outside riparian margins 

 
The discharge of cleanfill into or onto land in the Non Erosion Prone Area, outside riparian margins is 
a permitted activity subject to the following conditions: 
 
(a) Sufficient sediment control is constructed so that the activity does not either: 

i) Decrease the visual clarity of any receiving water by more than 40% as measured by black 
disc; or  

ii) Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 1 Nephelometric Turbidity 
Unit (NTU) where the natural turbidity upstream from the discharge is less than or equal to 
10 NTU; or  

iii)  Alter the natural turbidity in the receiving water by more than 10 NTU where the natural 
turbidity upstream from the discharge is greater than 10 NTU; 

As measured beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres of the activity, whichever is the   
lesser; and 

cause the visual clarity of any receiving water body to decrease by more than 40%, as measured 
by black disc beyond 12 times the river’s width or 200 metres from the activity, whichever is the 
lesser; and  



(b) No cleanfill is placed directly in any river or lake bed; and 
(c) There is no conspicuous deposition of sediment on the bed of any water body, or on land beyond 

the boundary of the subject property; and 
(d) The activity does not affect any surface water take; and 
(e) The activity is not within: 

i) 50 metres of the Coastal Marine Area on the open coast line; or  
ii) 20 metres of the Coastal Marine Area else where; or 
iii) Any wetland identified in Schedule 1 or 2; and 
iv) The floodplain of a river; and 

(f) The activity does not cause or contribute toward any slope or land surface instability, including 
subsidence or other erosion; and 

(g) All areas of bare ground created by the activity and any stockpiles of material are protected from 
soil erosion as soon as practicable; and 

(h) The cleanfill has no acid producing material; and 
(i) The activity shall not cause any increase in flooding on neighbouring properties; and 
(j) Records of the source and composition of all cleanfill material discharged at the site must be 

maintained and made available to the Council upon request; and 
(k) The discharge does not exceed an annual volume of 5000m³; and 
(l) The site is left tidy on completion; and 
(m) The siting, design, installation, and management must be in accordance with ‘A guide to the 

Management of Cleanfills’. 
 
  



20. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
20.3  Matters to be Considered for Financial Contribution  
In deciding whether or not to impose financial contributions, the types of contribution, and their 
value, the Council will have particular regard to the following matters:  
1. The significance of the effects attributable to the activity; 
2. Where such adverse effects are likely to occur notwithstanding the activity, or are contributed to 

by other activities, the extent to which those effects can be reasonably attributed to the activity 
for which consent is granted;  

3. The extent to which any positive effects offset any adverse effects; 
4. Whether a contribution for the same purpose has been required by another regulatory agency; 
5. The adverse effects for which a contribution is imposed cannot be avoided, remedied, or 

mitigated directly by project design or adoption of the best practicable option for preventing or 
minimising the effects; 

6. Granting a resource consent and requiring a financial contribution would be more effective in 
achieving the purpose of the RMA (including recognition of the economic and social benefits of 
the activity) and the objectives and policies of this plan than declining consent or granting a 
consent without a condition requiring a financial contribution. 

 
In deciding the actual value of the financial contribution required, the Council will have particular 
regard to: 
1. The effects of the activity for which consent is granted and be in reasonable proportion to the 

significance of any adverse effects caused or contributed to by the activity; Any contribution 
sought shall be in reasonable proportion to the significance of adverse effects caused or 
contributed to by the activity.  

2. Whether they are even where there are adverse effects;  
3. The actual amount of particular contributions will vary depending on the circumstances and the 

application of the guidelines and criteria outlined above; 
4. The Council does not intend that adverse environmental effects must be fully mitigated or fully 

compensated in every case by way of financial contributions; 
5. Any financial contribution required shall be reasonable, consistent with the purpose of the RMA, 

and reasonably relate to the effects of the activity for which the resource consent has been 
granted.  

 

  



GLOSSARY 
 

Vegetation disturbance includes the cutting, felling, harvesting, clearing, burning, or spraying of 

vegetation. Unless expressly managed by a rule in relation to a Schedule 1 or 2 wetland, vegetation 

disturbance excludes sphagnum moss harvesting, tree pruning, silviculture, pest plant control, grazing 

or mowing, clearance for fencing, maintenance of a structure, or maintenance and/or minor 

upgrading by network utility operators. 

  



Schedule 1 and 2: Significant Wetlands of the West Coast Region 
 
Significant Wetlands of the West Coast Region 
 
These wetlands support significant values in terms of Section 6(a) and/or 6(c) of the RMA. The 
Objectives and Policies in Chapter 6 explain the approach to managing wetlands. The general location 
of the Schedule 1 wetlands is found on the Overview Maps and details of the individual wetlands are 
to be found in the following Schedule on the maps entitled West Coast Schedule 1 and 2 Wetlands.  
 
Schedule 1 wetlands are identified in the colour red on the following maps.  
 
Schedule 2 
 
Schedule 2 has been inserted into the Plan as a result of appeals on Variation 1 to the Proposed Land 
and Riverbed Management Plan. 
 
The Objectives and Policies in Chapter 6 explain the approach to managing wetlands. Schedule 2 
identified wetlands that either are, or are likely to be, ecologically significant. A wetland in Schedule 2 
is considered to be significant if it meets any one of the ecological criteria in Schedule 3. Wetlands 
identified in Schedule 2 require an assessment using the ecological criteria on Schedule 3 during any 
resource consent process. 
 
The general location of the Schedule 2 wetlands can be found on the Overview Maps and details of 
the individual wetlands are to be found in the following Schedule on the maps entitle West coast 
Schedule 1 and 2 Wetlands.  
 
Schedule 2 wetlands are identified in the colour blue on the following maps.  
 
Scheduled wetlands within or adjacent to the Coastal Marine Area (CMA) 

Wetland areas within the CMA are assessed under the provisions of the Regional Coastal Plan. 
Wetland areas above the CMA are assessed under the provisions of this Plan. Given the fluid nature 
of the CMA boundary, an assessment on whether a wetland is within the Coastal Marine Area or 
above it will be made on a case by case basis. 

  



Reference Guide to the Schedule 1 and 2 Wetlands 
 

Wetland Name Reference Schedule 1 Schedule 2 Pg. No 
In or 

adjacent 
to CMA 

Heaphy River HEAP001 x  133  

Gunner Downs HEAP050  x 133  

Mackay Downs HEAP051  x 134  

Gouland Downs HEAP052  x 134  

Otumahana Estuary KAMP001 x x 135 x 

Kongahu Swamp North KAMP002a x x 135  

Kongahu Swamp KAMP002b  x 136  

Kongahu South KAMP003 x  136  

Oparara Lagoon KAMP005  x 137 x 

Butterfly Creek KAMP007  x 137  

Tony Creek KAMP008  x 138  

Break Creek KAMP009  x 138  

Tidal Creek KAMP053  x 139  

Lawrence Saddle WANP050  x 139  

Limestone Creek WANP051  x 140  

Lake Dora and Mokihinui 
North 

WANP052 & 053  x 140 
 

Blackburn Pakihi NGAP001  x 141  

Tiger Pakihi NGAP003  x 141  

Orikaka Wet Forest NGAP050  x 142  

Denniston Plateau NGAP051  x 142  

Repo Stream  NGAP052  x 143  

Stockton Ribbon NGAP053  x 143  

O’Malley Creek FOUP001  x 144  

Birchfield Swamp FOUP002, 003, 008, 012  x 144 x 

Birchfield Swamp FOUP004 x x 145  

Gillows FOUP005  x 145  

Bradshaws Lagoon FOUP006 x x 146  

Buller River Mouth Saltmarsh FOUP007 x x 146  

Waimangaroa Swamp FOUP009 x x 147  

Jones Creek FOUP011  x 147 x 

Lockington Pakihi FOUP013  x 148  

Okari Lagoon FOUP014  x 148 x 

South Westport FOUP016  x 149  

German Terrace FOUP019  x 149  

Virgin Terrace FOUP020  x 150  

Caledonian Terrace FOUP023  x 150  

Costello Hill FOUP024  x 151  

Bassett’s Swamp FOUP026  x 151  

Silverstream FOUP029  x 152  

Awakiri River FOUP030  x 152  

Okari Road FOUP052  x 153  

Addisons Flat FOUP053  x 153  

Lake Rahui BULP001  x 154  

Oweka BULP050  x 154  

Coal Creek REEP001  x 155  

Manuka Flat REEP002  x 155  

Welshmans Pakihi REEP007  x 156  

Rahu Saddle REEP009  x 156  

Bald Hill REEP010  x 157  

Palmers Road REEP011 x x 157  

Big River REEP012  x 158  

Rough Creek REEP051  x 158  

Johnnie Walker Creek REEP057  x 159  



Wetland Name Reference Schedule 1 Schedule 2 Pg. No 
In or 

adjacent 
to CMA 

Palmers Road REEP060  x 159  

Larry Saddle REEP061  x 160  

Maruia West Bank REEP062  x 160  

Barrytown Flats, Maher 
Swamp 

PUNP001 x x 161 
x 

Razorbank Point PUNP002  x 161  

Tiropahi River PUNP003  x 162  

Nikau Scenic Reserve PUNP005  x 162  

Bullock Creek West PUNP006  x 163  

Bullock Creek North PUNP007  x 163  

Deep Creek PUNP051  x 164  

White Horse Hill PUNP053  x 164  

Craigieburn MAIP002  x 165  

Fletcher Creek MAIP003  x 165  

Giles Creek MAIP004  x 166  

Te Wharau MAIP006  x 166  

Slab Hut TOTP001  x 167  

Nancy Clearing  TOTP002  x 167  

Moonlight Creek BLAP001  x 168  

Ngahere Swamp BLAP002  x 168  

Springs Junction ROTP001  x 169  

Hunter Wetland ROTP002  x 169  

Lake Rappahannock ROTP050  x 170  

Rocky Hill ROTP051  x 170  

Alfred River ROTP053  x 171  

Blue Grey ELLP001  x 171  

Lewis Pass ELLP002  x 172  

Kamaka HOCP001  x 172  

Candlelight Pakihi HOCP004  x 173  

Lake Haupiri HOCP005 x x 173  

Lake Hochsetter HOCP006  x 174  

Souters Creek  HOCP055  x 174  

Saltwater Creek GREP005 x x 175 x 

Rapahoe GREP050  x 175  

Kaiata Creek GREP054  x 176  

Orangipuku River Mouth BRUP001  x 176  

Lake Poerua BRUP003  x 177  

Kangaroo Lake BRUP004 x x 177  

Lake Brunner Mitchells BRUP005 x  178  

Te Kinga, Ruru BRUP006 x x 178  

Te Kinga, Iveagh Bay BRUP007 x x 179  

Lady Lake BRUP050  x 179  

Deep Creek BRUP051  x 180  

Rotomanu BRUP052  x 180  

Deep Creek Pakihi BRUP053  x 181  

Aratika BRUP056  x 181  

Glenn Creek BRUP057  x 182  

Back Creek HOKP002  x 182  

Groves & Harman Swamp HOKP003  x 183  

Kapitea and Kumara 
Reservoirs 

HOKP005  x 183 
 

Mikonui River Mouth HOKP007  x 184  

Ogilivie Lagoon HOKP008  x 184  

Totara Lagoon HOKP009, HOKP064  x 185 x 

Paynes Gully HOKP011 x  185  

Totara Valley HOKP013  x 186  

Styx HOKP014  x 186  



Wetland Name Reference Schedule 1 Schedule 2 Pg. No 
In or 

adjacent 
to CMA 

Whiley Creek HOKP018  x 187  

Mahinapua 1 
HOKP020a, HOKP020b, 
HOKP020c 

x x 187 
x 

Mahinapua 2 
HOKP020a, HOKP020b, 
HOKP020c 

x x 188 
 

Mt Rangitoto HOKP059  x 188  

Upper Mikonui HOKP060  x 189  

Upper Mikonui HOKP061  x 189  

Falls Creek HOKP068  x 190  

Lake Arthur Scenic Reserve HOKP071  x 190  

Mirror Creek HOKP077  x 191  

Wall Road  HOKP078  x 191  

Cropp Road, Kowhitirangi HOKP079  x 192  

Kowhitirangi HOKP080  x 192  

Frosty Creek Headwaters HOKP081  x 193  

Ross HOKP086  x 193  

Kennedy Creek HOKP091  x 194  

Sunny Bight HOKP093  x 194  

Lake Kaniere, Big Bay HOKP094  x 195  

Lake Kaniere, Slip Bay HOKP095  x 195  

Little Houhou Creek HOKP099  x 196  

Houhou Creek HOKP100  x 196  

Awatuna HOKP103  x 197 x 

Kapitea Creek HOKP104  x 197 x 

Serpentine Creek, Acre Creek HOKP107  x 198  

Upper Serpentine Creek HOKP109  x 198  

Dillmanstown HOKP114  x 199  

Bell Dam HOKP115  x 199  

Taramakau River HOKP116  x 200  

Lake Mudgie HOKP119  x 200  

Lake Misery (Arthus Pass) WHIP052  x 201  

Mumu Creek HARP001  x 201  

Pye Creek HARP004  x 202  

Shearer Swamp HARP009 x  202  

Saltwater Ecological Area HARP005  x 203 x 

Kakapotahi Forest HARP006  x 203 x 

Saltwater State Forest HARP008  x 204  

Te Rehotaiepa HARP010  x 204  

Waitangiroto River HARP014 x x 205  

Wanganui River Flat HARP015  x 205  

Gunn Creek Lake Rotokino HARP017  x 206  

Oneone Swamp HARP020  x 206  

Lake Ianthe HARP021  x 207  

Okarito Lagoon 1 HARP022  x 207  

Okarito Lagoon 2 HARP022  x 208  

La Fontaine Stream HARP023  x 208  

Ianthe Mudfish Habitat HARP024  x 209  

Whataroa Mouth Swamp HARP050  x 209  

Okarito HARP052  x 210  

Lake Joan & Lake Darby HARP059  x 210  

Five Mile Lagoon WAIP002  x 211  

Okarito Forks WAIP003  x 211  

Waiho Beach WAIP005  x 212  

Quinlin Creek WAIP007 x  212 x 

Sandfly Beach WAIP008 x x 213  

Waikukupa Area 1 WAIP010  x 213  

Waikukupa Area 2 WAIP010  x 214  



Wetland Name Reference Schedule 1 Schedule 2 Pg. No 
In or 

adjacent 
to CMA 

Waikukupa Area 3 WAIP010  x 214  

Oroko Swamp WAIP011  x 215  

Lake Pratt WAIP012  x 215  

Lateau & Skiffington WAIP013  x 216  

Okarito, Deep Creek WAIP014  x 216  

Waiho Kahikatea Forest WAIP050  x 217  

Three Mile Swamp WAIP051  x 217  

Lake Wahapo WAIP052  x 218  

Heretaniwha Swamp KAGP004  x 218 x 

Jacobs River KAGP006  x 219  

Lake Kini KAGP008a  x 219  

Lake Kini KAGP008b  x 220  

Manakaiua KAGP011  x 220  

Meyer Swamp KAGP012  x 221  

Ohinetamatea River KAGP014  x 221  

Hunts Beach State Forest KAGP018  x 222 x 

Lake Paringa1 PARP002  x 222  

Lake Paringa 2 PARP002  x 223  

Paringa River PARP050  x 223  

Lake Moerki PARP052  x 224  

Horseshoe Flat MATP050  x 224  

Thomas River MATP051  x 225  

Mataketake Range MATP052  x 225  

Clarke Bog LANP001  x 226  

Marks Flat LANP002  x 226  

Waiatoto Arawhata 1 HAAP001  x 227  

Waiatoto Arawhata 2 HAAP001  x 227  

Okuru Turnbull HAAP002  x 228  

Haast River 1 HAAP006  x 228  

Haast River 2 HAAP006  x 229  

Haast Okuru 1 HAAP008  x 229  

Haast Okuru 2 HAAP008  x 230  

Okuru Estuary HAAP009  x 230 x 

Turnbull Waiatoto 1 HAAP012  x 231  

Turnbull Waiatoto 2 HAAP012  x 231  

Cascade River CASP001  x 232  

Smoothwater River CASP050  x 232  

Cascade & Teer Plateau CASP051  x 233  

Matyr River CASP052  x 233  

Smiths Ponds  CASP053  x 234  

Cascaade Tops CASP054  x 234  

Franklin Swamp OKUP001  x 235  

Landborough Station OKUP002  x 235  

Waiatoto OKUP003  x 236  

Charlies Ponds OKUP004  x 236  

Gorge Plateau 1 PYKP050  x 237  

Gorge Plateau 2 PYKP050  x 237  

Duncan Saddle Bogs PYKP051  x 238  

Roa Spur ARAP051  x 238  
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