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S15 Discharge of contaminants into environment
	CHAPTER 8. SURFACE WATER QUALITY

	Assessment

	OBJECTIVE

	

	8.2.1 To maintain or enhance the quality of the West Coast’s water.  

	

	POLICIES

	

	8.3.1. The West Coast Regional Council will manage the swimming areas identified in Schedule 9 for contact recreation purposes (Class CR) and all other surface water bodies in the region for aquatic ecosystem purposes (Class AE).

	

	8.3.2. Rivers which have acid drainage issues will be managed as follows: 
(a) Activities that reduce pH of receiving waters must avoid, remedy or mitigate acidity effects and should achieve the natural pH level of the affected river wherever practicable; and  
(b) Activities that increase dissolved iron concentrations or the concentration of any other metal or non-metal in the receiving water must avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects and the natural metal/non-metal concentration of the receiving water should be achieved wherever practicable.

	

	8.3.3 To encourage the remediation of orphan sites as a method to enhance existing water quality and offset adverse effects from new mining developments.  

	

	8.3.4 When considering applications for new resource consents for existing discharges of contaminants to water, to have regard to opportunities to enhance the existing water quality of the receiving water body at any location for which the existing water quality can be considered degraded in terms of its capacity to support its natural and human use values.

	

	8.3.5 When considering applications for resource consents to discharge contaminants to water to have regard to: 
(a) The nature of the discharge and the sensitivity of the receiving environment to adverse effects; 
(b) The financial implications, and the effects on the environment of the proposed method of discharge when compared with other options;  
(c) The current environmental mitigation technology and the likelihood that the proposed method can be successfully applied;  
(d) The cumulative effects of discharges of contaminants and the assimilative capacity of the water body and actual or potential effects in the coastal marine area;  
(e) Any relevant industry codes of practice or guidelines relating to the management of potential discharges; and 
(f) (f) The best practicable option for the treatment and disposal of sewage effluent, including the use of land disposal or wetland treatment.

	

	8.3.6 Mixing zones will be required for the discharge of contaminants to water. These will be limited to the extent necessary to take account of: 
(a) Water quality classes; 
(b) The size and sensitivity of the receiving environment; 
(c) The matters identified in Policy 3.3.1; 
(d) The physical processes acting on the area of discharge; and 
(e) The particular discharge, including contaminant type, concentration, and volume.

	

	8.3.7 The duration of any new resource consent for an existing discharge of contaminants will take account of the water quality class as listed in Policy 8.3.1 after reasonable mixing, and any anticipated adverse effects of the discharge on an affected water body, and: 
(a) Will be up to 35 years where the discharge will meet the water quality class for the duration of the resource consent; or where the discharge achieves Polices 8.3.2 or 8.3.3 or 8.3.4. Or except where the purpose of the Act requires otherwise and/or where mitigation, remediation or offsetting achieves enhancement of water quality within the receiving water body or another water body in the Region; 
(b) Will be no more than 15 years where the discharge does not meet the water quality class but will progressively meet that standard within the duration of the resource consent; and 
(c) Will be no more than 5 years where the discharge does not meet the water quality class; No resource consent, subsequent to one issued under (c), will be issued if the discharge still does not meet the water quality class.

	

	8.3.8 With respect to discharges from any new stormwater reticulation system, or any extension to an existing stormwater reticulation system, to require:
(a) The separation of sewage and stormwater; 
(b) The prevention of contamination by industrial or trade waste; and 
(c) The use of techniques to trap debris, sediments and nutrients present in runoff.

	

	8.3.9 To promote and enable the progressive upgrading of the quality of water discharged from existing stormwater reticulation systems where appropriate.

	

	8.3.10 To avoid the damming and subsequent inundation or diversion of water over contaminated land where it would result in an increased risk of contamination of water or, where avoidance is not practicable, to either require the removal or treatment of the contaminated land flow path management.

	

	8.3.11 To require the holder of any consent for a dam constructed for the purposes of storage of contaminants to completely remedy any adverse effect of the failure or overtopping of the dam structure, either during or after its construction.

	

	8.3A Transitional Policies – National Policy Statement on Freshwater Management

	

	8.3A.1 When considering any application for a discharge the consent authority must have regard to the following matters: 
(a) The extent to which the discharge would avoid contamination that will have an adverse effect on the life-supporting capacity of fresh water including on any ecosystem associated with fresh water; and 
(b) (b)  The extent to which it is feasible and dependable that any more than minor adverse effect on fresh water, and on any ecosystem associated with fresh water, resulting from the discharge would be avoided.

	

	8.3A.2 Policy 8.3A.1 applies to the following discharges (including a diffuse discharge by any person or animal): 
(a) a new discharge; or 
(b) a change or increase in any discharge –  of any contaminant into fresh water, or onto or into land in circumstances that may result in that contaminant (or, as a result of any natural process from the discharge of that contaminant, any other contaminant) entering fresh water.

	

	8.3A.3 Policy 8.3A.1 does not apply to any application for consent first lodged before the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management took effect on 1 July 2011.

	

	CHAPTER 9. SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA: LAKE BRUNNER/KOTUKU-WHAKAOHO CATCHMENT

	

	OBJECTIVES

	

	9.2.1 To improve the water quality of Lake Brunner by managing the adverse effects of activities in the catchment to reach an average trophic level index of 2.8 by 2020, and then maintain or enhance this trophic level index.

	

	9.2.2 To avoid, remedy, or mitigate adverse effects on aquatic ecosystems, cultural values, and contact recreation in the Lake Brunner/Kötuku-Whakaoho catchment.  

	

	POLICIES

	

	9.3.1 The Council will manage Schedule 9 swimming areas in the Lake Brunner catchment for contact recreation purposes (Class CR) and all other surface water in the catchment for aquatic ecosystem purposes (Class AE).  

	

	9.3.2 To have regard to the cumulative effects of discharges of contaminants and the assimilative capacity of Lake Brunner/Kotuku-Whakaoho.  

	

	9.3.3 To reduce the loss of phosphorus to water in the Lake Brunner catchment.

	

	9.3.4 To require discharges of dairy effluent in the Lake Brunner catchment to be to land, rather than directly to water.  

	

	9.3.5  To prevent stock access to waterways.

	

	9.3.6 To reduce the loss of phosphorus to Lake Brunner associated with the development of land, by managing phosphate fertiliser use in the catchment so that no net increases in annual loss occurs per property.
9.3.7  To encourage methods of wintering of stock that will reduce the risk of phosphorus loss in the Lake Brunner catchment, including the management of effluent that results from wintering methods.  

	

	CHAPTER 12. AGRICULTURAL CONTAMINANTS

	

	OBJECTIVE

	

	12.2.1 To ensure that the adverse effects from the discharge of agricultural contaminants into or onto land, on water and soil quality, social, cultural, and amenity values, and human health are avoided, remedied, or mitigated.  

	

	POLICIES

	

	12.3.1 To ensure that the discharge of agricultural contaminants to land is conducted in such a way that any adverse environmental effects are avoided, remedied, or mitigated.

	

	12.3.2 To promote the discharge of agricultural effluent to land, provided any adverse effects on the environment are avoided, remedied, or mitigated.

	

	12.3.3 To promote land management practices which minimise the effects on surface and ground water of runoff and leachate from discharges of agricultural contaminants to land, including: 
(a) Management of riparian margins to reduce surface water pollution from animal residues and fertilisers; and 
(b) Applying fertilisers and agrichemicals at rates which are appropriate to site and weather conditions.  

	

	CHAPTER 13. LIQUID CONTAMINANTS

	

	OBJECTIVE

	

	13.2.1 To ensure that the adverse effects from the discharge of liquid contaminants into or onto land, on water and soil quality, social, cultural, and amenity values, and human health are avoided, remedied, or mitigated.

	

	POLICY

	

	13.3.1 To ensure that the discharge of liquid contaminants into or onto land is of a nature or at a rate that does not exceed the ability of the land to assimilate the contaminant, and does not result in soil contamination.

	

	CHAPTER 14. SOLID CONTAMINANTS

	

	OBJECTIVE

	

	14.2.1 To ensure that the adverse effects from the discharge of solid contaminants into or onto land, on water and soil quality, social, cultural and amenity values, and human health are avoided, remedied or mitigated.

	

	POLICY

	

	14.3.1 To ensure that solid waste disposal facilities are sited, designed, constructed and managed to avoid, remedy, or mitigate any adverse effects on the environment.

	

	CHAPTER 15. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

	

	OBJECTIVE

	

	15.2.1 To ensure that the adverse effects from the discharge of hazardous substances into or onto land, on water and soil quality, social, cultural, and amenity values, indigenous flora and fauna, and human health are avoided, remedied, or mitigated.

	

	POLICIES

	

	15.3.1 To avoid inappropriate disposal or discharge of hazardous substances to land.

	

	15.3.2 To recognise, where appropriate, relevant industry codes of practice or guidelines relating to the management of hazardous substances and potential associated discharges.  

	

	CHAPTER 16. SITES ASSOCIATED WITH HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND CONTAMINATED LAND

	

	OBJECTIVE

	

	16.2.1 To avoid, remedy, or mitigate risks to the environment presented by discharges from contaminated land, including risks to human health, social, cultural, and amenity values, and soil and water quality.

	

	POLICIES

	

	16.3.1 To locate and maintain information on sites fitting the HAIL criteria in the West Coast region.

	

	16.3.2. To contain and remediate, or appropriately manage, contaminated land that is causing significant adverse effects on the environment.
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