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	CHAPTER 4. LAND MANAGEMENT

	OBJECTIVE
	

	4.2.1 To avoid remedy or mitigate adverse effects from land disturbance so that the region’s water and soil resources are sustainably managed.

	

	POLICIES
	

	4.3.1 To manage the disturbance of land and vegetation in order to avoid remedy or mitigate any adverse effects on: 
(a) The stability of land (e.g. slumping, subsidence, or erosion), river banks, and riverbeds and coastal margins; 
(b) Water quality, including clarity, turbidity, and temperature changes, and in stream values; 
(c) Changes in water level including water table; 
(d) Public access to rivers, lakes, and their margins and the coast; 
(e) Natural character, and aquatic ecosystems; 
(f) Soil depth and soil fertility; 
(g) The integrity of property, structures, or effects upon the operation or maintenance of regionally significant infrastructure; 
(h) Cultural and recreational values; and 
(i) Significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna.
	

	4.3.2 To manage earthworks (for example, mining) to avoid effects on the environment where the activity may produce any of the following geochemical processes, above background levels: 
(a) Release of acid rock drainage; 
(b) Precipitation of iron oxides;  
(c) Release of heavy metals.








	

	4.3.3 To manage the disturbance of riparian margins to:  
(a) Maintain or enhance water quality (including clarity, turbidity, and temperature), and in-stream values, (including aquatic ecosystems); 
(b) Promote soil conservation;   
(c) Ensure that existing public access to water bodies is maintained or enhanced; 
(d) Protect the natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands, and lakes and rivers and their margins, from inappropriate use and development; 
(e) Enable the maintenance and safe operation of regionally significant infrastructure.
	

	4.3.4 To manage the maintenance of existing land drainage activity to avoid, remedy, or mitigate adverse effects on receiving water bodies or property.
	

	4.3.5 Manage the development of new land drainage activities (including humping and hollowing) to ensure that:  
(a) Bed and bank stability of the receiving water body is maintained; 
(b) Long-term water quality (including clarity, turbidity, and temperature changes) in the receiving water and in stream values (including aquatic ecosystems) are maintained; 
(c) Sediment deposition is minimised and sediment armouring of the bed of any water body is avoided; 
(d) The activity does not increase the flood flow carried by the receiving waters, so that it exceeds the carrying capacity of existing drainage structures, or result in inundation of any other persons property; 
(e) The activity does not reduce the flow in the receiving water body by more than 10%; and 
(f) The natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins, is protected from inappropriate use and development.
	

	4.3.6 To recognise the National Water Conservation (Grey River) Order 1991 and the Water Conservation (Buller River) Order 2001.
	

	4.3.7 To promote the exclusion of farm stock from estuaries, wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins by actively encouraging: 
(a) The establishment, maintenance and enhancement of vegetated riparian buffers;  
(b) Land and riparian management to be undertaken in accordance with industry best practice; 
(c) Fencing of waterways to prevent stock access; and 
(d) Construction of bridges or culverts over regular stock crossing points.
	

	4.3.8 To monitor stock access to estuaries, wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins and to introduce new rules and other methods to control stock access if monitoring shows that the standards for water quality classifications for affected water bodies adjacent to and downstream of farmed land are not being met and/or the condition of riparian margins and stream habitat is declining as a result of stock access.
	

	4.3.9 To promote land management being undertaken in accordance with industry best practice, so that leaching of faecal material and nutrients, and loss of sediment to water is avoided, remedied or mitigated.
	

	4.3.10 To encourage the retention, maintenance, or planting of appropriate riparian vegetation.
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