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Section 14 Restrictions relating to water
	CHAPTER 7. SURFACE WATER QUANTITY

	

	OBJECTIVES

	

	7.2.1 To retain flows and water levels in water bodies sufficient to maintain their in stream values, natural character, and life supporting capacity.  

	

	7.2.2 To provide for the water needs of the West Coast’s industries, network utility operators, and community water supplies.

	

	7.2.3 To promote the efficient use of water.

	

	7.2.4 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the quality of source and receiving water, including its ecology and mauri, where such water is subject to any interstream or inter-catchment transfer. 

	

	7.2.5 To avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects of managed flows in rivers, or from fluctuating levels of controlled lakes.

	

	POLICIES

	

	7.3.1  Takes from rivers where the total volume of water allocated is less than 20% of the river’s mean annual low flow will require no minimum flow.

	

	7.3.2 Where Policy 7.3.1 does not apply, a minimum flow based on 75% of the mean annual low flow will be applied as a consent condition.

	

	7.3.3 To consider granting an application for a resource consent to take water from a river, subject to a minimum flow lower than that specified in Policy 7.3.2, on a case-by-case basis, provided: 
(a) Any adverse effects on in stream values or natural character of the source water body or any other connected water body are avoided, remedied or mitigated; and 
(b) Any adverse effects on lawfully existing takes of water are no more than minor; and
(c) c) The application if granted, together with the cumulative effect of other existing lawful takes, avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects on the life supporting capacity of any waterbody.

	

	7.3.4 Minimum flows required by Policies 7.3.2 or 7.3.3 will not apply to existing community water supply takes identified in Schedule 7B.

	

	7.3.5 To suspend the taking of water when minimum flows have been reached.

	

	7.3.6 To promote the efficient use of water and to consider the need to cap the overall allocation from any water body.

	

	7.3.7 To monitor the taking and use of water, requiring the volume and rate of take to be measured as or where appropriate.

	

	7.3.8  To approve an application to transfer a consent holder’s interest in a resource consent to take and use water in terms of Section 136(2)(b)(ii) of the Resource Management Act, providing: 
(a) (a) The transfer is within the same catchment as the original consent; and
(b) The total take from the water body following transfer does not exceed that occurring prior to the transfer, as a result of the transfer; and 
(c) There are no more than minor adverse effects on any other take or on any in stream values, as a result of the transfer.

	

	7.3.8A   The loss of river extent and values is avoided, unless the West Coast Regional Council is satisfied that:
(a) There is a functional need for the activity in that location; and
(b) The effects of the activity are managed by applying the effects management hierarchy.

	

	Policies for Lake Levels, Damming, Diversion, and Augmentation
	

	7.3.9 Where lake levels are already controlled, to recognise and provide for the purpose of that control if limits are to be placed on operating levels.

	

	7.3.10 To limit the operating levels of any controlled lake, where appropriate, to avoid or mitigate adverse effects on: 
(a) The matters referred to in Policy 3.3.1, 3.3.2 and 3.3.7; 
(b) Riparian values; 
(c) Lakeshores and public access;  
(d) Bed stability; and 
(e) The needs of the West Coast’s people and communities.

	

	7.3.11 In regulating the management of controlled flows, other than in association with a small dam or any dam designed to contain contaminants, to have regard to: 
(a) The matters identified in Policy 3.3.1, 3.3.2 and 3.3.7;
(b) The periodic release of water at appropriate flow rates, where necessary to remove excess algal growth or accumulated sediment;  
(c) The existing needs of consumptive users of water; and 
(d) The extent to which the water body has been modified by resource use and development.

	

	7.3.12 To require, where necessary, desirable and practicable, provision for fish migration.

	

	7.3.13 In considering resource consents for flow augmentation proposals involving any transfer of water between streams or catchments, regard will be had to avoiding, remedying or mitigating effects on: 
(a) Flora or fauna, including the introduction of new species; 
(b) Water quantity and quality; and 
(c) Tangata whenua cultural values;  
in the source and receiving waters.

	

	7.3.14 When considering diversions associated with disturbance of riverbeds, priority will be given to avoiding, in preference to remedying or mitigating, adverse effects on surface flows.

	

	7.3.15 Financial contributions, works or services may be required to offset, remedy or mitigate any unavoidable adverse effect of the taking, damming or diversion of water.

	

	7.3A Transitional Policies – National Policy Statement on Freshwater Management
7.3A.1 When considering any application the consent authority must have regard to the following matters: 
(a) the extent to which the change would adversely affect safeguarding the life supporting capacity of freshwater and of any associated ecosystem; and 
(b) the extent to which it is feasible and dependable that any adverse effect on the life-supporting capacity of fresh water and of any associated ecosystem resulting from the change would be avoided.

	

	7.3A.2 Policy 7.3A.1 applies to: (a) any new activity; and (b) any change in character, intensity or scale of any established activity –  that involves any taking, using, damming or diverting of fresh water or draining of any wetland which is likely to result in any more than minor adverse change in the natural variability of flows or level of any freshwater, compared to that which immediately preceded the commencement of the new activity or the change in the established activity (or in the case of a change in an intermittent or seasonal activity, compared to that on the last occasion on which the activity was carried out). 

	

	7.3A.3 Policy 7.3A.1 does not apply to any application for consent first lodged before the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management took effect on 1 July 2011.  

	

	CHAPTER 10 GROUNDWATER

	

	OBJECTIVES

	

	10.2.1 To sustain existing uses of the West Coast’s groundwater, by protecting water quantity and quality and avoiding depleting surface water flows. 

	

	10.2.2 To minimise conflict between competing uses of groundwater.

	

	10.2.3 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on surface water bodies associated with groundwater takes.

	

	POLICIES

	

	10.3.1 In managing any activity involving the taking of groundwater to ensure that adverse effects are avoided, remedied, or mitigated.

	

	10.3.2 In managing the taking of water from any groundwater aquifer, priority will be given to the avoidance of: 
(a) The total take from all bores exceeding the annual renewable yield of the aquifer; and 
(b) Depletion of any surface water resource.
10.3.3 In managing the taking of groundwater: 
(a) To have regard to avoiding adverse effects on existing groundwater takes, unless the approval of affected persons has been obtained; and 
(b) To give priority to avoiding adverse effects on community water takes listed in 7B.

	

	10.3.4 To ensure that the quantity of water granted, under a resource consent for the taking of water, is no more than that required for the intended use of that water having regard to the local conditions.

	

	10.3.5 To manage the taking of water from any bore such that groundwater contamination by sea water intrusion is avoided.

	

	10.3.6 In granting resource consents to take water from any aquifer, to require the volume and rate of take to be accurately measured and groundwater quality to be monitored as or where appropriate.

	

	CHAPTER 11. GEOTHERMAL WATER

	

	OBJECTIVE
	

	11.2.1 To manage the use of West Coast’s geothermal resources by avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse effects on the environment associated with that use.

	

	POLICIES
	

	11.3.1  To manage effects of the use of geothermal water for heat and energy using the following principles and standards: 
(a) Preserve geothermal surface features and ecosystems; 
(b) Recognise that geothermal takes can result in effects on spring flows; 
(c) Allocate available resources according to the level of understanding of system dynamics; 
(d) Require efficient use by individual geothermal extractions by ensuring the amount allocated in terms of energy or thermal equivalents does not exceed an amount adequate to service the use sought.

	

	11.3.2 To enable the discharge of geothermal water to water already influenced by geothermal inputs, and to enable re-injection of geothermal fluid provided it is returned into the same geothermal system from which it was taken at a location or depth where the temperature is similar to that of the discharge.

	

	11.3.2 To enable the discharge of geothermal water to water already influenced by geothermal inputs, and to enable re-injection of geothermal fluid provided it is returned into the same geothermal system from which it was taken at a location or depth where the temperature is similar to that of the discharge. 

	

	CHAPTER 6. WETLAND MANAGEMENT

	

	OBJECTIVE

	


	6.2.1.  To recognise and provide for the protection of the natural character, indigenous biodiversity and other values of wetlands in the region.  

	

	POLICIES

	

	6.3.1 To recognise the significant wetlands in Schedule 1 and to identify and protect their values by controlling activities in those wetlands and their margins to ensure their natural character and ecosystems (including ecosystem functions and habitats) are sustained.

	

	6.3.2 To recognise the significant wetlands in Schedule 2 that are shown to meet any one of the ecological criteria in Schedule 3, and to identify and protect their values by controlling activities in those wetlands and their margins to ensure their natural character and ecosystems (including ecosystem functions and habitats) are sustained.

	

	6.3.3 To recognise that there is no hierarchy of significance between wetlands included in Schedule 1, and wetlands included in Schedule 2 that meet any one of the ecological criteria in Schedule 3.

	

	6.3.4 To provide protection for any wetlands not in Schedule 1 or 2 that are shown to meet any one of the ecological criteria in Schedule 3, and to identify and protect the values of those wetlands and their margins to ensure their natural character and ecosystems (including ecosystem functions and habitats) are sustained.

	

	6.3.5 To recognise and provide for the protection of wetlands by promoting the maintenance and enhancement of the natural values of all wetlands in the region and by managing adverse effects of activities on the values present, including natural character, ecosystems (including ecosystem functions and habitats), aesthetic values or amenity values.

	

	6.3.6 The loss of extent of natural inland wetlands is avoided, their values are protected, and their restoration is promoted, except where:
(a) The loss of extent or values arises from any of the following:
(i) the customary harvest of food or resources undertaken in accordance with tikanga Māori
(ii) wetland maintenance, restoration, or biosecurity (as defined in the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management)
(iii) scientific research
(iv)  the sustainable harvest of sphagnum moss
(v) the construction or maintenance of wetland utility structures (as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020)
(vi)  the maintenance or operation of specified infrastructure, or other infrastructure (as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020
(vii) natural hazard works (as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020); or
 
(b)  The West Coast Regional Council is satisfied that:
(i)  the activity is necessary for the purpose of the construction or upgrade of specified infrastructure; and
(ii) the specified infrastructure will provide significant national or regional benefits; and
(iii) there is a functional need for the specified infrastructure in that location; and
(iv) the effects of the activity are managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or 	

(c)    The West Coast Regional Council is satisfied that: 
(i) the activity is necessary for the purpose of urban development that contributes to a well-functioning urban environment (as defined in the National Policy Statement on Urban Development); and
(ii) the urban development will provide significant national, regional or district benefits; and
(iii)  the activity occurs on land identified for urban development in operative provisions of a regional or district plan; and  
(iv) the activity does not occur on land that is zoned in a district plan as general rural, rural production, or rural lifestyle; and
(v) there is either no practicable alternative location for the activity within the area of the development, or every other practicable location in the area of the development would have equal or greater adverse effects on a natural inland wetland; and
(vi)  the effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or

(d) The West Coast Regional Council is satisfied that:
(i) the activity is necessary for the purpose of quarrying activities; and
(ii) the extraction of the aggregate will provide significant national or regional benefits; and
(iii) there is a functional need for the activity to be done in that location; and
(iv) the effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or

(e) The West Coast Regional Council is satisfied that: 
(i) the activity is necessary for the purpose of the extraction of minerals and ancillary activities; and
(ii) the extraction of the mineral will provide significant national or regional benefits; and
(iii) there is a functional need for the activity to be done in that location; and
(iv) the effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy; or

(f)  The West Coast Regional Council is satisfied that:
(i) the activity is necessary for the purpose of constructing or operating a new or existing landfill or cleanfill area; and
(ii) the landfill or cleanfill area:
(A) will provide significant national or regional benefits; or
(B) is required to support urban development as referred to in paragraph (c); or
(C) is required to support the extraction of aggregates as referred to in paragraph (d); or
(D) is required to support the extraction of minerals as referred to in paragraph (e); and
(iii) there is either no practicable alternative location in the region, or every other practicable alternative location in the region would have equal or greater adverse effects on a natural inland wetland; and
 the effects of the activity will be managed through applying the effects management hierarchy.

	6.3.7 
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