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I oppose the application. 
Overall, I believe this proposal is going to negatively affect my home, my existing tourism business, 
the financial investment I have made in Kokatahi, and my own personal well-being. 

 
In my own research I have not been able to find a composting enterprise using the same method as 

specified in the proposal (static pile or windrow composting), in New Zealand which has not 
negatively impacted neighbours. Neighbours at a far greater distances than what we will be from the 
proposed site. 

Rather many of the other composting businesses using the proposed static pile windrow system, laid 
out in the proposal, have been involved in court cases due to negative impacts to the community and 

environment. 
One specific example is that of Uruti which was noted by Mote in their odour report that some parts 
of the proposal by vonAh Contracting had been copy and pasted from Uruti documents. 

 
This business was shut down in a decision made by the environment court in 2024. With the 
following statements made by the Judge as shown in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 1: Excerpt from Mote report referencing cut and paste from Uruti Composting Facility 



 
Further to this during an “open day” consultation held at the vonAh Composting site, the question 

was put to the vonAh’s and to the Silver Ferns representatives (the proposed paunch grass 
suppliers), about whether there is a “good news” story of a company employing the same 
composting procedure, with similar ingredients, in a location as close to neighbours. We were 

assured that they would get back to us with names of successful composting enterprises. To date, 
this has not happened, leading me to believe this type of composting always negatively impacts 

neighbours, or neighbours have never been put this close to such an industry. 
 
Another interesting piece of information from this open day was that currently the paunch grass 

from Silver Ferns here in Hokitika goes to a facility near Timaru. Therefore the statements made in 
one of the documents supplied to council stating that this proposal would reduce waste going to 

landfill do not seem accurate, as I was lead to believe from the consultation on that day, that it was 
going to another, already existing, composting facility, not landfill. 
 

Finally, I simply do not want to live next to a waste processing business. My husband and I chose to 
buy our properties here in the Kokatahi Valley because of the pristine Duck Creek* and farmland. I 

cannot believe that anyone else would choose to live, and specifically choose to buy a home, within 
300m of an industrial composting business either. Therefore, if this proposal was to go ahead our 
two properties would become valueless overnight as it were, and we would have no viable way to 

leave. 
 
*I want to note that the vonAh property boarders and is named after Duck Creek. However even though the proposed 

composting facility boarders this beautiful creek, it is not mentioned in any of the documentation that I could see.  

Figure 2: Source: 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/350400102/controversial-composting-site-shut-down-after-
appeal-dismissed 



 

 

Figure 3: Photo of Duck 
Creek swimming hole with compost pad and stockpiled coal ash in the background. Taken 
15/06/2025 5:04pm 


