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*SUBMISSION IRFCEIVED

ON AN APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENT |

UNDER SECTION 96 S UL

OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 | L 4

| 5T COAST TBEE WEST COAST

| e st AL COUNCIL | g
PART A: DESCRIPTION OF APPLICATION

CONSENT NUMBER: APPLICANT:

IRC ~ 2022 ~ DOIAI[ WEST coAST LeqONL Coydcic ]
T o /

'DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY: A
1 CLONSTAVLT N SEAWJALL
'LOCATION: e ] i
MOKLITIEA  ~ NOATH fLeAcK ( STAFOLD 9T To fLLCHUpe DS D@i\/@

PART B: SUBMITTER DETAILS

Full name/s CAfTAIN  MARWLLL DowWELL , ASM™

| Postal address

I am the owner/eecupier :
(delete one) of the following (PW A OVE )
property:
Primary contact person/s M A%  Po W e
Email address n/m
Phone number/s Home: l | Business: N/ a
Mobile: Fax: A /a
Signature: Date:
€ ¢s. / 7/.49? Z/fd///// @ A k
Dot A
Name (BLOCK CAPITALS):
CAPTAIN MAX DoweLL y B SWA
If this is a joint submission by 2 or more individuals, each individual’s signature is required
A signature is not required if you make your submission by electronic means.
tick one)
I/we support the application numbers indicated by a tick on the back of this form
I/wq oppose She application
I/we neither support nor oppose the application D
(tick one)
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Continuation Sheets (3 pages)
RC-2022-0039 Hokitika Seawall Submission — Maxwell Dowell
| oppose the Application

My submission is that: (Continued from submission form)

(3) The Gibb Report (A Coastal Hazard Management Plan for Hokitika — NWSCA Water & Soil
Technical Publication 29 - 1987) identified that if the Hokitika River enters the sea on a more
northerly angle, the beach fronting the township builds and if it enters to the south the beach

erodes. [Figure 17]
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(4) Inthe 1960’s the beach built out considerably. At this time the old wharf and timber training
walls still partially existed although they were falling into decay. [Hokitika Port, the reason for
the training walls, officially closed in 1952] The training walls directed the river mostly square to
the beach and confined the river to a narrow channel which allowed best flushing out of a

deepish water channel for shipping movement.

Depending on the predominant weather (wind, current and sea) that prevailed, the beach was
generally in its neutral position for erosion/ accretion from the help of the river training walls.
The odd storm tipped the balance occasionally, but the beach was generally stable apart from

some exceptions such as:

- Severe beach erosion in 1914 following extension of the river mouth training walls seaward

in late 1913 [Like Greymouth today].

At the time the port was warned that they risking

causing erosion of the beach [West Coast Times Newspaper 22 October 1913]. This led to a
series of timber groynes being installed along the beach to arrest erosion and prevent
(more) buildings falling into the sea. The timber groynes were a big success.
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(7) The present elevated north spit at the river mouth was artificially pushed south and armoured

with rock in January 1979. Included in the fill is an old Bren Gun Carrier and two old cannons
that used to be in front of Seddon house. While this helped protect the town from river
flooding, it had the negative effect for the northern beach in that it tended to promote a south
exit of the river to the sea and this was probably the origin of the severe beach erosion of the
1980’s that led to groynes being placed on the beach from 1986 to 1989.

The groynes have helped to protect the town but also did some damage — the football fields
(with embankments on landward and seaward sides) that was on the back of the beach
immediately north of the Richards Drive groyne was eroded away.

Since 2013 more and more rock has been placed along the beach and | think this is just
compounding the problem, all at mounting cost to the community to pay for the construction
and ongoing maintenance.

It might be that going back to the beach configuration of the 1960’s will help the town beach
grow again. To do this would require the bold steps of:
- removing all of the rock from the beach, and
- Rearranging the north spit so that the river exits square or at a slight northern angle,
either by truncating the northern spit, or realigning the river channel as far inland as the
Kaniere bridge , or a combination of both.

END






